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PREFACE.

THE story in this book is not new; it is but a repetition of the
story told ¢‘ o’er and o’er” since man’s existence-—¢¢ born, married,.
died.”

It is a plain record of the lives of a great many noteworthy
plain people, as well as of a number of men and women who have
distinguished themselves in their relations to life.

The faults or deficiencies of the subjects are not dwelt upon.
“It is always fair,” Henry Ward Beecher used to tell us, ‘‘to
credit a man at his best—let his enemies tell of his worst.”

The work contains many side lights on topics relating to the
times in which its subjects lived, and glances at the early settlers
in the beginnings of many of our States and Territories. Great
pains have been taken to make the work historically accurate.

The fullness of the biographical sketches is a notable feature.
I much regret that many individuals and families are mentioned
only in the genealogical line. This is because our information
concerning them was quite incomplete, very few facts or none at
all having been contributed. But no amount of painstaking can
render a genealogical work perfect. The errors, especially in
dates, are as frequently the fault of the contributors as of the
editor.

I have from first to last had in mind the young people. There
is already a whole generation of youths and maidens, whose
activities and influence belong to the wider development of the
twentieth century, now growing up in the remote new West and
South under the onward progress and changes of the present
period ; they are found in the full tide of enterprise and eager
desire of the American spirit, near rapidly built railroad lines,
new villages and towns, oil cities, natural gas discoveries, elec-
trical appliances, mines, and quarries. To these the old New
England Puritan story of their grandsires is quite unknown ;
they read latter day publications and have scarcely been afforded
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vt PREFACE.

a glimpse of the domestic portraits and life surroundings that
made their ancestor human.

For such this book is written.

This work was first projected by Greenleaf W. Higley of New
York City, and was first begun without an idea of so extensive an
enterprise as it has proved; indeed, when undertaken by the
editor it was not intended to go beyond arranging, for print, some
valuable MSS. and scraps of traditions which Mr. Higley had
interested himself to gather, he having for some years been far
from indifferent concerning his ancestors.

In its earlier prosecution, without the slightest expectation of
pecuniary compensation, he took upon himself the entire expense
incurred in gathering the material, till on account of failing
health and other unavoidable reasons, he was reluctantly obliged
to abandon the work.

To Judge Warren Higley of New York Clty is due the honor
of assuming the financial responsibility of the publication of the
book. From the beginning of the undertaking I was the recipient
of his uniform kindness, cheerful encouragement, and practical
co-operation; his due appreciation of the vast amount of labor
imposed upon me in securing the facts taken from official records
by extensive personal research, as well as in handling the large
volume of contributed matter, and answering hundreds of letters,
was practically shown during the long interval till its completion,
and justly deserves here to be recorded with honorable mention.

The pleasant duty is also mine of expressing grateful acknowl-
edgements to others who have cheerfully extended every facility
that could be extended, not only from time to time giving fresh im-
pulse to the work, but who have generously given of their time and
labor toward collecting material and obtaining traces of lines of
descendants not of their own. Among those whose names in this
connection may be justly associated with this book, are Pomeroy
Higley of West Simsbury, Conn., Albert C. Bates of East Granby,
Conn., Henry W. Goddard of Simsbury, Conn., all of whom reside
in the neighborhood of the old ancestral localities; Thompson Hig-
ley of Windsor, O., William A. Higley of Windham, O., Miss Emma
L. Higley of Middlebury, Vt., and Milo H. Higley of Rutland, O.

To mention some who have lent important assistance in fur-
nishing material in their own lines of descent would be to the
writer most gratifying.

. MaRY COFFIN JOHNSON.
Brooxkrywn, N. Y., Marck, 18g6.
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THE HIGLEYS AND THEIR ANCESTRY.

CHAPTER L

BOYHOOD OF CAPTAIN JOHN HIGLEY, THE FIRST AMERICAN
ANCESTOR.

If it be pleasant to behold a fair, round timber tree, sound and perfect, or a fine old mansion,
not in decay, how much more an old family that has stood the weather and the winds.—LorRD
Bacox.

In the old church records at Frimley, Surrey, England, is found
the following entry :

“Jonathan Higley and Katherine Brewster Married January
Ye 3 Anno Dom, 1647.”

At a later date, among the birth records appears the announce-
ment:

““John, Ye¢ sonne of Jonathan Higley, borne Ye 2z of July.
Baptized August Ye 12th, 1649.”

No other children of Jonathan and Katherine Higley are
recorded upon these ancient parchments, though tradition says
that John Higley had two sisters, whom he left behind with his
mother when he emigrated to America.

Concerning Jonathan Higley’s origin in England,® we have not
made research beyond the Frimley parish register, and all that is
known of him may be briefly stated.

His wife, Katherine Brewster, was clearly of the ancient
Brewster family of England, to which belonged ‘“Elder ” William
Brewster of the Mayflower fame. A branch of the family settled
in Kent in the time of Elizabeth, where they owned lands in
several parishes in 1560.

The death of her father, the Rev. John Brewster, is entered
upon the parish records of Frimley as taking place August 14,
1656, and that of her mother, February 23, 1657. This branch

1 The task of searching out the lineage of Jonathan Higley in England, or Germany, is left for
some descendant of another generation.



2 THE HIGLEYS AND THEIR ANCESTRY.

of the Brewster family were residents in this parish from a very
early date of that century.

Originally Frimley was a very small hamlet, surrounded with
woods and heath lands, and is said to have been once connected
with Windsor Forest as a hunting ground. It lies in the valley,
with slight rising lands on the side, about thirty miles from
London. The district has the name of having been, in years gone
by, a wild, rough country, with few inhabitants. The old form
of the word Frimley was Frymley. The railroad from London to
Southampton now passes through the village, though Frimley-
Green and its old church are a mile away. The village is seven
miles from the well-known Aldershot military camp.

The church in which John Higley was baptized, when he was an
infant three weeks old, and in which the ancient records are
found that give us the earliest history we have searched, was built
in 1602, and the first entries in the register were in 1594.

It was amid these surroundings that John Higley, the first
ancestor of the Higleys of America, was born and nursed. To
him the lineage of all by the name is traced.

From Church, Colonial, State, and other public records,
together with old papers, old account books, MSS. yellow and
seared by age, from which copious extracts are taken, some of
which furnish statements supported only by traditionary evidence,
but a@// fully sustained and confirmed by facts in history, and con-
sidered unquestionable, the story of his life is gathered.

His father died about the year 1664 at the age of forty, which
left the care of the family devolving upon the mother. By this
bereavement the practical energy and force of character with
which it is said she was particularly gifted, were called out and
put into exercise.

Soon after the death of his father, and according to a common
custom of those times, she apprenticed John to a trade, that of
manufacturing gloves. The boy was then fifteen years of age.
His master proved severe and overbearing, and John Higley
formed no attachment for him. The weekly tasks were hard
and heavy, and the lad was overworked. One Saturday night, on
failure of performance of a certain amount of work that had been
allotted him, he was promised a sound flogging to be adminis-
tered on the following Monday morning. His independent
nature revolted at such treatment. It was not that he lacked
industrious habits and close application, as will be seen in his
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future, but possessing a strong sense of justice and a courageous
spirit, he could not consent to be teaten for the nonfulfillment of
an unreasonable task.

He had been apprenticed for a term of not less than seven
years.” The law provided that should the apprentice depart from
his service before the expiration of his time, ‘‘he should be
legally apprehended on warrant,” taken ¢‘before one of His
Majesty’s justices of the peace,” and returned to his master with
a severity of punishment far greater than that which he might
have received for unfulfilled tasks. John Higley conceived the
idea of running away. Keeping his intentions profoundly
a secret, not even taking his mother into his confidence, it was
easy for him to find a way of escape; and on the evening of the
next day—Sunday, he was aboard a trading vessel, setting sail for
America. His first night at sea found him in severe isolation,
amid the solitudes of the great ocean, a stranger to all about him,
supported by no friendly boy comrade, and without money, with
an uncertain voyage of many weeks before him, his destination
an unknown land, with no familiar roof upon its shores ¢ save
the sky.” It was certainly a period of unquestionable trial to his
courageous heart, and well might his spirits have relented, had
not the independence and the excitement of a boundless life on
the wild new shore toward which his face was turned buoyed him
up. He could not decipher the hieroglyphics in which his future
was enwrapped. However, despair and gloominess had no place
in his natural temperament, and full of the sensibilities of youth
and hope, he sought his bunk and did not dream. John Higley
had found a secure retreat from his harsh taskmaster, the glove-
maker, as well as an outlet for his eagle spirit.

The captain of the vessel arranged to give him his passage with
the understanding that he was to be sold upon the arrival of the
ship in port, for at least a sufficient amount to pay for his passage
across the ocean.” It was a period in the history of the colonies
when inducements were offered to emigrants of every description
to come to this country. ¢‘There was need, and great demand
for workmen and artisans of all kinds, and tillers of the soil found
ready employment awaiting them.”*

11t is authoritatively stated that * No apprenticeship to a trade might expire until the apprentice
was twenty-four years of age.”

3 ¢ Since the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and under James and his successors, minors had been

granted to court favorites, or sold in open market to the highest bidder.””—Ex¢rac?.
8¢ At the outset of American colonization one finds persons bound for long terms before leaving
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On the arrival of the ship off the American coast, she sailed up
the Connecticut River to Windsor, the oldest settlement in the
Colony of Connecticut, situated fifty-seven miles from its mouth.
Here John Higley, with his own consent, was sold for a term
of service. ¢

We are fully justified in the conclusion that his purchaser was
John Drake, though this name is not given in the old MS., but
subsequent events point strongly to the fact that he was taken
immediately into the home of this worthy family. The fact is
recorded that the young man worked faithfully for his employer,
cleared the entire debt of his passage across the ocean, and,
having his employer’s full confidence, continued in his service
for some time after he had attained his majority.

God’s smiling providence had followed the boy across the sea.
England, and treated as recognized species of property. English laborers bound themselves to
serve a term of years, fairly hoping to better their condition in America ; and men in domestic or
other trouble would sell themselves for a term of service: trusting to luck to come up in better
plight in a new world. Runaway apprentices were greedily welcomed by crimps or decoy agents
concerned in shipping recruits to the new colonies. In those days of slow communication, men of

every sort were as utterly lost in America to their old lives as they could have been had they
migrated to the moon.”"—Edward Eggleston, Century Magazine, 1884,



CHAPTER IL

A BIT OF HISTORY,

*Tis like a dream when one awakes—
This vision of the scenes of old ;
*Tis like the moon when morning breaks ;
'Tis like a tale round watch fires told.
—Sohn Pierpont's Hymn.

Winpsor,' Conn., was the first trading post in the colony.
It was established October 16, 1633. The attention of the Eng-
lish colonists and Puritans on the Massachusetts coast was
called to the rich broad valley of the Quonektacut,’ by an Indian
chief,® who, escaping the savage cruelty of overpowering neighbor-
ing tribes, made his way from Matianuck (now Windsor), through
the wilderness to Boston, and solicited Governor Winthrop ‘¢ to
come to plant in his country”; extolling its richness and its ad-
vantages for trade, and offering ‘‘a full supply of corn, and an
annual present of eighty beaver skins.”

The Indians, who were numerous upon the river, belonged to
several different tribes which were located forty-five miles from
its mouth, and thickly settled in the region above, who were con-
stantly in warlike relations, driving each other here and there.
This sagacious chief no doubt desired the favor and presence of
the white man to regain for him his hunting grounds and to pro-
tect his people with his firearms. Governor Winthrop saw noth-
ing in the proposition to merit his attention.

Through similar sources knowledge came to Governor Winslow
of the Plymouth Colony of these valuable lands, which were
described as lying at the juncture of the two beautiful rivers, the
Connecticut and its picturesque tributary the Farmington; lands
rich in timber and furs, and abounding with beaver, whose future
under the busy hand of trade and civilization promised to ‘‘flow
with milk and honey."”

1 The main facts in this historical narrative of the early settlement of Windsor, Conn,,are extracts
taken from Dr, David McClure's paper in the *Massachusetts Historical Collection,” vol. v.3’
Dr. H. R. Stiles’ ** History of Ancient Windsor'’; and the ** History of Hartford County, Conn.,”
by J. Hammond Trumbull.

2 The Indian name for Connecticut,

3 Wahginmacut.

2 S
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An adventurer, John Oldham, who with two companions were
the first white men who made the journey overland to Matianuck,
risking his life among the dense forests and deep rivers, returned
with glowing representations of the western valley. Governor
Winslow looked with approval upon a movement in this direction.
The result was that the Plymouth Colony took the project in
hand. .

The Dutch had for the last ten years been visiting the river
as traders. In 1614, a Hollander, Captain Adrian Block, in the
Dutch merchant service, while cruising about in a small yacht of
sixteen tons exploring the unknown and rugged shores of Long
Island Sound, discovered the Connecticut River, up which he sailed
to near the head of navigation (now Windsor Locks).  The Dutch
‘West India Company had since the year 1621 a monopoly of trade
on its banks, and had sometimes bartered with the savages for as
many as ten thousand beaver skins in a single year, but had made
no attempt at a settlement. However, when the attention of
the English on the Massachusetts coast was being turned in this
direction, the Dutch, to make their claim to the right of possession
secure, and prevent usurpation of their rights, purchased in June,
1633, of the Indians, a tract of meadow land at Matianuck, and
built a small fort, manning it with two small cannon.

To ignore the claim of the Dutch, and get possession of the
desirable lands above their rude defense, it was necessary for the
English to choose a man of courage and determination, together
* with a crew of equal metal. Captain William Holmes, with “a
large bark” belonging to the Plymouth Company, sailed from
Boston in October, 1633. He had on board the frame of a
house which was prepared in Plymouth with all the materials
requisite for its erection. He also carried with him Nattawanut
and other Indian sachems, the original proprietors of the soil,
who had been driven thence by the warlike Pequots, and of
whom the Plymouth people afterward purchased the land.

Passing under the guns of the Dutch fort at Hartford, and up
the river a few miles above, he arrived at a location chosen just
below the mouth of the Tunxis or Farmington River in the
present town of Windsor., Here he erected his house on a lot
of 4334 acres, and proceeded to fortify it with palisades.

The Dutch, after emphatic protests, finally withdrew, and
in 1653, twenty years afterward, when England and Holland
were at war, their little fort at Hartford was taken. In 1655 the
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last vestige of Dutch claim on the Connecticut River was
yielded.

The original limits of the town of Windsor were about forty-
six miles in circumference, lying on both sides of the Connecti-
cut River. It was first called Dorchester. At the Com-
missioner’s Court held February 21, 1637, it was ¢ Ordered, y*
the plantacon called Dorchester shall bee called Windsor;”*' and
the ancient town has since borne that name.

Here we shall find, in this old town which has pleasantly stood
for more than two hundred and fifty years, the early scenes of
the ancestry of the Higleys.

1* Connecticut Colonial Records,” vol. i. p. 7.



CHAPTER IIL

PURITAN GRANDSIRES.

Roll back the curtains of the years and let your eyes behold
The distant times, the ancient ways, the sturdy men of old ;

Across the stormy deep they came, the forest wilds they tred,
To find a home for Liberty, a temple for their God.

And now behold these exiles here, John Wareham and his flock,
Made up of good old English names, and good old English stock ;
They come with hearts that trust in God, and hands made strong for toil,
To build their rude and humble homes, and break the waiting soil.
—I. N. Tarsox, D. D.

To the illimitable New England forest, uninhabited save by
the wily Indian and grizzly denizens of the thickets, including
every species of wild beast native to the country, came the
Rev. John Wareham, Deacon John Moore, and John Drake, Sr.,
with their families.

They were of the large body of Puritans who came with John
Winthrop from Plymouth, England, and settled first at Dor-
chester, Mass. John Winthrop had said, ‘I shall call that my
country where I may most glorify God, and enjoy the presence
of my dearest friends,”’ and these staunch Puritanic forefathers,
echoing his declaration, accompanied him.

The story of the emigration to the American coast of the
church to which the Rev. John Wareham was a minister, and
John Moore a deacon, and afterward its removal in a body to the
wilds of Connecticut, is interesting to our readers, inasmuch as
the ship Mary and Jokn brought to this land these families from
whom the Higleys are direct lineal descendants, through their
honored Puritan grandmothers, ancestors in the maternal line.

“It was during the years of tyranny which followed the close
of the third Parliament of Charles that the great Puritan
emigration founded the States of New England. The Parliament
was hardly dissolved, when ¢conclusions’ for the establishment
of a great colony on the other side of the Atlantic were circu-
lating among gentry and traders, and descriptions of the new

1 ¢ History of the English People,” by J. R. Green, M. A,
8
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country of Massachusetts were talked over in every Puritan
household. The two hundred who first sailed for Salem were
soon followed by Winthrop himself with eight hundred men; and
seven hundred more followed ere the first year of royal tyranny
had run its course. '

¢ Nor were these emigrants like the earlier colonists, ¢ broken
men,’ adventurers, bankrupts, criminals, or simply poor men
and artisans. They were in great part men of the professional
and middle classes; some of them of large landed estate, some
zealous clergymen like Hooker and Cotton, some shrewd London
lawyers, or young scholars from Oxford. They were driven
forth from their fatherland, not by earthly want, or by the greed
of gold, or by the lust of adventure, but by the fear of God, and
zeal for a godly worship.”?

In March, 1630, this strong body of Puritans met in Plymouth,
Devonshire. After spending a solemn day of fasting and prayer
in the New Hospital, they covenanted in church fellowship.

Two of the grandsires of the Higley ancestry were placed in
responsible church relations, the Rev. John Wareham,® who was
chosen a minister, and John Moore, who was appointed a deacon.

! From *‘ History of the English People,” by J. R. Green, M. A.

2 Rev. John Wareham was a clergyman of Exeter, England, ordained by the bishop of that
diocese. He was a lcarned man of celebrity and widespread influence in his native country, He
espoused the Puritan faith, and it is recorded that ** his example as much as his precept greatly
aided the decision of others '’ to emigrate to America. Roger Clap, in his ** Memoirs,”” mentions
his name with other *‘ famous ministers,” as ** sound, godly, learned men.”

After remaining more than five years at Dorchester, Mass., he again transplanted his church, the
larger proportion of its membership coming with him, to Windsor, Conn., in 1635. Here he was
devoted and untiring in his labors during a long pastorate of thirty-four years. It issaid that he
was more liberal in sentiment than many of his Puritan ministerial brethren of those times, and
was a preacher of great attractive power, ‘‘ having an uncornmon influence over his hearers of all
ranks and characters.” He is said to have been the first minister in this country who used notes
when preaching., His biographers are faithful enough to tell us that he was subject to moods of
gloomy fancies, and that there were times when he refused to partake of the sacraments on account
of a *““ sense of unworthiness,’”” even when he officiated in the presence of his people. It is sup-
posed that he possessed good estates in England. “He was twice married, and had a large family.
His daughter Sarah married Return Strong, May 11, 1664. His granddaughter Sarah Strong, the
eldest child of his daughter Sarah, became the second wife of John Higley, and was the mother of
seven of his children. At his death, Rev. Mr, Wareham left a large estate in lands.

His tomb at Windsor, Conn., which has been carefully preserved for more than two hundred
years, in the old cemetery surrounding the church, * now the oldest orthodox church organiza-
tion in America®’ (Stiles’ ** History of Ancient Windsor,” p. 858), bears the following inscription :

*“In MeMORY OF THE REV. JOHN WAREHAM,

‘‘ He was installed Pastor of this Church at its organization in Plymouth, England, in 1630,
They arrived in this country the 3oth of May the same year, and remained at Dorchester, Mass.,
five years, when they removed to this town.” Here Mr, Warcham continued his pastoral labors
to his flock until Arnl 1, 1670, when he slept in the Lord, He was among the most eminent of
New England’s early Divines.

* ERECTED BY H1s CHURCH,”
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The ship Mary and jokhn, a vessel of four hundred tons, was
chartered for the voyage to America, and fitted out at Plymouth.
The large company embarked on the twentieth of the month, and
were seventy days in making the passage. .

Says Roger Clap, who was one of the number, in an interest-
ing account of the voyage and landing, given in his ¢ Memoirs”:
““What a wondrous work of God it was, to stir up such Worthys
to undertake such a difficult Work as to remove themselves, and
their Wives and Children, from their Native Country, and to leave
their galliant situations there, to come into this Wilderness to set
up the pure Worship of God here! So we came, by the good Hand
of the Lord, through the Deeps comfortably; having Preaching
or Expounding of the Word of God every Day for Ten Weeks
together by our Ministers.

‘““When we came to Nantasket, Captain Squeb, who was Captain
of that great ship, would not bring us into Charles River, as he
was bound to do, but put us ashore, and our Goods, on Nan-
tasket Point, and left us to shift for ourselves in a forlorn Place
in this Wilderness.”

Procuring a boat of some Planters, and ‘‘some men well
armed,” they proceeded up the Charles and finally landed ¢ with
much Labor and 'I_‘c;il, the Bank being steep. Night soon came
on and we were informed that there were hard by us three
hundred Indians. A man was sent to advise them not to come
to the camping pilgrims in the Night. Sentinels were appointed,
and we laid ourselves down in the wilderness to sleep. In the
morning some of the Indians came and stood at a distance
off, looking at us, but came not near us; but when they
had been a while in view, some of them came, and held out
a great Bass towards us. So we sent a man with a Biskit, and
changed the Cake for the Bass. Afterwards they supplied us
with Bass, exchanging a Bass for a Biskit, and were very
friendly to us.

“In the beginning many were in great straits for want of Provi-
sion for themselves, and their little ones. Oh, the Hunger that
many suffered, and saw no hope .in the Eye of reason to be
supplyed; only clams, and muscles, and Fish. But Bread was
with many a very scarce thing; and flesh of all kinds as scarce.
And in those Days, in our straits, though I cannot say God sent
a Raven to feed us as He did the Prophet Elijah, yet this I can
say to the praise of God, that He sent poor ravenous Indians,
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which came with their Baskits of corn on their Backs to Trade
with us, which was a good supply unto many.

¢ ., . . In those Days God did cause his People to trust in
him, and to be contented with mean things. It was not
accounted a strange thing in those Days to drink Water, and to
eat Samp, or Homonie without Butter or Milk. Indeed, it would
have been a strange thing to see a peice of Roast Beef, Mutton,
or Veal, though it was not long before there was Roast Goat.

¢ After the first Winter, we were very healthy, though some of
us had no great store of Corn. The Indians did sometimes bring
Corn and Truck to us for Clothing, and Knives; and once I had
a Peck of Corn, or thereabouts, for a little Puppy Dog. Frost-
fish, Muscles, and Clams were a relief to many.”

One account relates that ¢ We found out a neck of land joyning
to a place called by y° Indians Mattapan, so they settled at
Mattapan. They began their settlement here at Mattapan y°
beginning of June, A. D. 1630, and changed the name into
Dorchester.”

For full three years the pilgrims at Dorchester lived in har-
mony. We quote again from Roger Clap': ‘“In those days
Great was the Tranquility and Peace; And there was great love
one to Another; very ready to help each other; not seeking their
own, but every one another’s Wealth.” They early made progress
toward comfortable living. Wood writes, in 1633, ¢ that they
had fair corn fields, pleasant gardens, a great many cattle, goats,
and swine, and that the plantation had a reasonable harbor for
ships.”

There seems to be some obscurity as to the primary cause of
the agitation which resulted in the decision of this ancient church
to remove in a body to the Connecticut wilderness. It was
probably owing to a variety of reasons. Clap goes on to say :
“But the work of God towards his People here was soon
maligned by Satan; and he cast into the minds of some corrupt
Persons, very erroneous Opinions; which did breed great Dis-
turbance in the Churches. . . The Godly Ministers were
accused of preaching false doctrine, and theological points came
into discussion. Troublers of the country went about and many
were drawn away with their Disseminations.”

Added to this, the Massachusetts Colony had enacted laws
which were a yoke to their liberty-loving and determined spirits,

1 ¢ Memoirs of Capt. Roger Clap,” printed in Boston, New England, 1731.



12 THE HIGLEYS AND THEIR ANCESTRY.

and their intense love of freedom was undoubtedly another cause
prompting their removal. It is clearly evident that they had
a high instinctive consciousness of rights and possibilities in the
pursuit of the true principles of religious freedom, and believed
that somewhere upon the soil of the New World there was a spot
where they could enjoy happiness. The Massachusetts law per-
mitted ‘“none but Church members to even be called freemen or
to become voters.” They were interfered with in a thousand
little matters which were of a private nature, and which might
,best have been left to themselves. Sir Richard Saltonstall, who
came with the fleet in 1630 and returned to England the follow-
ing year, wrote to the Boston ministers as follows:

‘“ It doeth not a little grieve my spirit to hear what sadd things are reported
daily of your tyranny and persecutions in New England, as that you fyne, whip,
and imprison men for their conciences. These rigid ways have layed you very low
in the hearts of y® saynts.” !

The subject of removal westward was weighed in its different
bearings by Mr. Wareham’s entire church. They held days of
prayer and fasting, and finally the main body determined to leave
Massachusetts for the Connecticut valley. Rev. Mr. Wareham
was the minister and leader-in-chief of the new and hazardous
undertaking. The decease of his associate, Rev. Mr. Maverick,
had previously taken place, They sent a party in advance to
view sites for the settlement where is now Windsor, and the main
body of sixty men and women set out in the autumn of 1635,
carrying with them the original records of the Church. They
were fourteen days making the journey.

Their road lay through the unbeaten and almost trackless
paths of an unknown forest, with deep muddy soil and across
swift, swollen streams, which were without bridges and without
ferries. During storms the tall trees of the thick woods were
often prostrated in heaps like stubble across the rude Indian
paths which sometimes led their way. They had scarcely any
provisions during the journey except what they carried with them,
procuring by the way such as the forests afforded.

¢ Their household furniture, bedding, and winter provisions
were sent around by water, and it is probable that some families
also took this means of conveyance. ¢Never before had the
forests of America witnessed such a scene as this.” Driving the

1 ¢ History of Hartford County,” by J. Hammond Trumbull, vol. i. p. 26.
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cattle before them, the compass their only guide, commencing
and ending each day’s march with songs of praise and heartfelt
utterance of prayer, which sounded strangely among these soli-
tudes—they journeyed on.

~ ““Before they reached Connecticut the hues of autumn had faded
from the forests; winter set in unusually early. By the fifteenth
of November the river was closed with ice, and as yet the vessel
containing their household goods and provisions had not arrived,
nor were there any tidings of it. The rude shelter and accom-
modations which had been provided for themselves and their
cattle proved to be quite insufficient to protect them against the
extreme inclemency of the season. They were able to get only
a portion of their cattle across the river, the remainder were left
to winter themselves as best they could on the acorns and roots
of the forest.”*

Disputes and contentions with other claimants about posses-
sion of the choice lands at Matianuck met them upon their
arrival, November 1, 1635, which added to their discouragements.
In less than a month a small party from their number, ¢ driven
by hunger and distress,” retraced their way to the eastern coast
amid great vicissitudes and at peril of their lives. A larger num-
ber journeyed down the river on foot to within twenty miles of
its mouth, where they found a small vessel which had been ice-
bound in the river, and which fortunately had just been loosened
by a winter thaw. In this they set sail for Boston. The hard-
ships and sufferings of the families which remained were direful
in the extreme. They had not sufficient food or shelter, and it
is said their loss in cattle was very heavy.

In the early spring those who had made their way back
to Massachusetts during the winter returned, and settled them-
selves permanently with their Connecticut friends.

These settlers first established themselves under the general
government of the Massachusetts Colony, but it was not long
before they formed a separate commonwealth—the ¢ COLONIE
oF CONNECTICUT.”

1 Stiles’ ** History of Ancient Windsor,” p. 2s.



CHAPTER 1V.

ONE OF THE FOREFATHERS.

¢ Love, Truth, and Justice stamp the man of worth
And yield the homage of enduring fame.”

THE Moores and Drakes were participators in all the changes
and experiences of the migrating Puritan Church which gathered
itself together in the dark days of Protestantism at the seaport
of Plymouth, England. John Moore appears to have been active
in the notable Day of Prayer held just before the embarkation at
Plymouth, since he received the appointment and ¢‘came as
Deacon,” and ever after was closely allied in friendship with the
Rev. Mr. Wareham, who found in him a stanch supporter during
the remainder of his life. He was made freeman'at Dorches-
ter, Mass., May 18, 1631.

In Matthew Grant’s MSS. ancient Records of the Church at
Windsor, Conn.,” the following interesting entry is found: ¢ List
of Members of the Church that were so at Dorchester, and came
up here with Mr. Wareham, and are still with us.” Among other
names in the ‘“List” is that of ‘“ Deacon John Moore,” and ¢ of
women, Deacon Moore’s wife.”

Thomas Moore, the father of John, appears to have come to
America, and to have finally settled in Connecticut with his son.
In the earliest grants given of lands in Windsor was a ‘‘lot ten
rods wide ”* which was ‘“set off ’ to him, adjoining on the north
one of like measurement ‘‘set off ” to Deacon Moore. ¢‘The

1 One who is entitled to franchise. * The principal part of the first settlers having no political
rights under the charter, the court immediately made arrangements for extending the privileges
of freemanship to all suitable persons, and on the first application of this right, October 19th, 1630,
among 108 persons, twenty-four belonged to Dorchester.

¢ Besides the right of suffrage, freemen enjoyed advantages in the division of lands. The prin-
cipal gualification for this privilege was church membership.”’—H7istary of Dorchester, p. 27.

2 [n possession of the Connecticut Historical Society.

8 The Court of London, held May 21, 1629, had ordered : * For the purpose of mutual defence
settlements must be very compact, and that within a certain plot, or pale, every one should build
his house. A half-acre is named as the size of a house lot within this pale.”’

Says Eggleston ; ** No man might live far away from the meeting house. The Church was a pow-
erful force from within holding the town compacted, and the almost unflagging hostility of the
savages for nearly one hundred years, gave a pressure from without, making it convenient to live,
not upon farms, but upon home-lots.”—7%e Century, 1884, p. 8s1.
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two lots correspond very nearly with the grounds now held by
the present resident, the Hon. H. S. Hayden.”

There is little recorded of Thomas Moore except that he
served as juror from the year 1639 to 1642, and died in 164s.
He was probably advanced in years.

Deacon John Moore became possessed of large landed estates,
and in later years built one of the most costly houses of the times.
By special courtesy of Henry R. Stiles, M. D., a drawing of the
residence is presented.

‘“It was in its day a fine house. Some of its ornaments remain, sufficient to
hint of its former glory.” . . ‘I have pointed out [says the writer] the door for
tke cat, for at that early day it was considered a very necessary accommodation to
so important and privileged a member of the household. The old elm which over-
shadows the house always possessed as much interest as the dwelling in the hearts
of the descendants, being one of the oldest and most beautiful trees in the town.” !

A portion of the venerable house—the gable end, was still to
be seen in the year 1888.

Deacon John Moore enjoyed the confidence and esteem of his
townspeople in matters of local and public trust, and held a con-
spicuous place in the town proceedings.

In those days the town meeting served all the local purposes
of the community. By it almost every concern was regulated.
None but men of stanch integrity and upright life held the
affairs of these meetings in their hands.

We find Deacon John Moore’s name at the General Court
serving as member of the jury as early as 1642, and in 1643 he
was a deputy. The General Court, which consisted of the
governor, the magistrates, and deputies, afterward became the
General Assembly. To this body he was repeatedly re-elected
representative until 1677, the year of his decease. In those times
the civil officers served for the honor of the office and the good
of the community without compensation.

In his public career he was closely associated with Governor
Winthrop, Mr. Henry Wolcott, Benjamin Newberry, and other
distinguished Connecticut men of the times, in perfecting the
foundation system upon which the structure of the State and our
National existence was afterward reared.”

14 History of Ancient Windsor,” by H. R. Stiles,

3 Connecticut’s Town Government had a peculiar character, Thetown was the original unit,
the State a confederation of the towns. Each town was a miniature republic and sent its repre-
sentatives to the General Court. It was by Connecticut ideas, historians agree, the troubles of
forming the United States Government were solved.” —From Speech of Senator Joseph R. Hawley.
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Deacon Moore was-a Puritan after the straitest of his sect.
We may imagine his supernatural look of grave dignity as he sat
in the General Court, confirming various enactments of stringent
law and rule, and voting strictly against any measure which
tended toward loosening in any wise the bands of their rigid high
beliefs. The old Puritan commanded reverence, not by words
more than by his awe-inspiring, somber dignity, so that even at
middle age his appearance was venerable.

Many of the Acts of the ‘“General Court,” during the period
that this honorable grandsire was a member, are to be noticed
with special interest. In December, 1642, he was among the
number who framed and established the Capital Laws.® The
Code contained twelve different offences for which the penalty of
death was imposed.

Neither did these eminent religionists spare the gossips and

1 Y Capitall Lawes, Established by the General Court, the First of December, 1642

** 1. If any man after legall conviction shall have or worship any other God but the Lord God,
hee shall bee put to death.—Deut. 13: 6, and 17 : 2. Ex. 22: zo0.

**2. If any man or woman bee a Witch (that is, hath or consulted with a familiar spirit), they
shall bee put to death.—Ex. 22: 18. Lev. 20:27. Deut. 18: 10.

* 3. If any person shall blaspheme the name of God the ffather, Sonne, or holy Ghost, with
direct, express, presumptuous, or high-handed blasphemy, or shall curse God in the like manner,
hee shall bee put to death,—Lev. 24 : 15, 16.

** 4. If any person shall committ any willfull murder, which is manslaughter committed uppon
malice, hatred, or cruelty, not in a man’s necessary and just defence, nor by mere casnalty against
his will, hee shall be put to death.—Ex. 21 : 12, 13, 14. Numb. 35 30, 31.

5. If any person shall slay another through guile, either by poisonings or other such Devillish
practice, hee shall bee put to death.—Ex. 21: 14."”

The 6th, 7th, 8th, and gth laws relate to unchastity and were punishable by death.—Lev. 20:
10, 13, 15, 16, 18, 20. Deunt, 22 : 23, 24, 25.

** 10. If any mau stealeth a man or mankinde, hee shall bee put to death.—Exodus 22 : 16.

* r1. If any man rise up a false wittness, wittingly and of purpose to take away any man's life,
hee shall bee put to death.—Deut. 19 16, 18, 19.

12, If any man shall conspire, or attempt any invasion, insurrection, or rebellion against the
Commonwealth, hee shall bee put to death.”

The following Laws were adopted in 1650 ¢

¢ 13. If any Childe or Children, above sixteene years old, of suffitient understanding, shall Curse
or smite their naturall father or mother, hee or they shall bee put to death ; unless it can bee suf-
ficiently testified that the parents have been very unchristianly negligent in the education of
such children, or so provoke them by extreme and cruell correction that they have been forced
thereunto to preserve themselves from death, maiming.—Ex. 21: 17. Levit. 2o.

*“14. 1f any man have a stubborne and rebellious sonne of sufficient years and understanding,
viz., Sixteen yeares of age, which will not obey the voice of his ffather, or the voice of his mother,
and that when they have chastized him will not hearken unto them ; then may his fflather and
mother, being his naturall parents, lay hold on him and bring him to the Magistrates assembled
in Courte and testifie unto them, that their sonne is stubborne and rebellious and will not obey
theire voice and Chastisement, but lives in sundry wnotorious Crimes, such a sonne shall be put to
death.—Deut. 21: 20, 21.”"
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slanderers, who were made to feel the keen punishment and dis-
grace of the stocks and pillory; and in some cases the whipping-
post, which ‘“we have it as a tradition,” says Trumbull, ¢‘was
placed on Broad Street Green, the most conspicuous part of the
town.” It was not entirely abolished until 1714. For defama-
tion, ‘“ one Bartlett, in 1646, was sentenced to stand in the pillory
during the weekly church lecture, then to be whipped, pay a fine
of five pounds, and suffer six months imprisonment.”

‘¢ For the preventing and avoiding of that ‘foul and gross sin
of lying,” an ordinance was passed ‘‘that when any person or
persons shall be accused and found guilty of that vice, it shall be
lawful for the particular Court to adjudge and censure any such
party either by fine or bodily correction.”* ¢¢Branding with the
letter B for burglary, and whipping at the cart’s tail for crimes
against morality, were also methods of punishment.”’

In the year 1648, one Peter Bussaker was sentenced by the
Court to ‘“‘bee committed to prison, and there bee kept in safe
custody till the sermon, and then to stand in the time thereof in
the pillory, and after the sermon be severely whipt, for saying:
that he hoped to meet some of the members of the Church in hell
ere long, and hee did not question but hee should.” *

On the 6th of December of the same year, with dignified
solemnity the Court considered the state of their Zion, and
decided that Heaven should be besieged by prayer for her pros-
perity. The following was passed:

¢ Ordered, that there bee a day of Humiliation kept by all the
churches in this Jurisdiction, to seeke y® face of y°® Lord in be-
halfe of his Churches upon this day fortnight,” *

The next morning, upon resuming their seats in council, the
jury presented a bill of indictment against one Mary Johnson,
declaring that ‘“By her own confession shee is guilty of familly-
arity with the Devill.” ®

In the days of Deacon Moore they wrestled with witches.
Superstition still had a hold upon them. It must be remembered
that their new religious principles were engrafted upon an old
system, which was environed by superstitions from which they

14 Connecticut Colonial Records,”

3 * History of Hartford County,” by J. Hammond Trumbull, p. s08.

3 ¢ Connecticut Colonial Records.” The sermon was anywhere from one and a half to two
hours long.

4 ¢ Connecticut Colonial Records.”

8 * Connecticut Colonial Records,”



13 THE HIGLEYS AND THEIR ANCESTRY.

were not yet emancipated, and says Green : ¢ With all the strength
and manliness of Puritanism, its bigotry and narrowness had
crossed the Atlantic too.”*

‘Mary Johnson had tried the forbearance of our ponderous and
solemn heroes before this frank confession which she now made.
The records show that their executive power had been called
into exercise concerning her in 1646, when she was found ¢ guilty
of theury,” and was ‘‘ Ordered, to be presently whipped, and to
be brought forth a month hence at Wethersfield and there
‘whipped.”? Upon this second consideration of her case they
appear to have been roused into a spirit quite the contrary to
that religious ‘‘charity which zever faileth.” Mary was found
guilty of witchery and was probably executed early in 1649.
‘ There seems but little doubt,” says J. H. Trumbull, ¢ that a
woman was hung in Windsor for witchcraft (and perhaps other
crimes) about this time, and there were in the Commonwealth
several accusations and trials for witchcraft, and a few execu-
tions.” ?

Deacon John Moore continued to fill the office of deacon of the
church until his death. The latest record in connection with his
official duties in this station, is a bill for bread furnished for
sacraments from June, 1666, to February, 1673, amounting to
44 2s.od. He also filled his seat as representative to the
General Assembly at the May session previous to his decease.

Among his children was a daughter, Hannah, one of the
ancestral grandmothers of our story, who was probably born in
England, or soon after the arrival of her parents in America. In
Windsor Records are found the dates of the births of other chil-
dren,-one of whom was John Moore, Jr., who was also for many
years a deacon.

John Moore, Sr., died September 18, 1677. The interment
was in ‘Windsor burying ground on the following day.

1 ¢ History of the English People,” by J. R. Green. .

3 % Connecticut Colonial Records.”’
3 ‘* History of Hartford County,” by J. Hammond Trumbull, vol. i. p. 352.



CHAPTER V.

MATERNAL ANCESTRY.

O faithful worthies, resting far behind
In your dark ages, since ye fell aslcep
Much has been done for truth, and humankind.
—WHITTIER.

THE Drakes were a very ancient family. They descended from
a long line of valiant men, who can be traced back for many
centuries. There is sufficient well-authenticated history relative
to these maternal antecedents of the Higleys to fill a separate
volume. From the time of the Reformation they are of the purest
Protestant blood; and as far as can be learned, the good grand-
mothers so impressed their principles upon their offspring that
the Higleys, at least, to this day maintain with hereditary instinct
the characteristic of clinging bravely to reforms, and hold with
tenacious devotion to broad and liberal principles.

From a genealogical book published by a descendant, Samuel G.
Drake of Boston, in 1845, the following extracts are taken :*

‘“As early as the Norman Conquest there were several families
of the name, residing chiefly within a small compass, in the south
part of Devonshire, England. In Doomsday Book ? six estates
are mentioned as possessed by persons of the name. Indeed, we
are told that Honiton, one of these estates, was well known to the
Romans, and was held by Drago the Saxon, defore the Conquest.
Hence the fact that the Drakes were Saxons. Not long after the
conquest of England by William of Normandy (1066), we find a
family seated at Exmouth, the head of which was John Drake.’

1 ¢ Account of the Drake Family in America,” by S. G. Drake.

2 The Doomsday Book is the result of a survey begun in 1080 by William the Conqueror, and
completed in 1086, and briefly registers the names of the Saxon landholders and their possessions.
The original book is still in existence and is in two volumes, Taxes were levied from it down to
1522, when a more accurate survey was taken.

3 Several members of the Drake descendants are mentioned in various connections in ancient
records of Great Britain.

“ An ancestor [John] went from Devonshire to Ireland in 1313 by special permission of Edward I1.
‘to go beyond the sea,” and we have distinguished mention of some of his descendants.

¢ Captain George Drake of Apsham [1553] was the first Englishman who explored the river St.
Lawrence.

 Robert Drake suffered as a martyr, He was a minister of Thundersly in Essex, who was burnt

9
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¢ Prince, vicar of Berry-Pomeroy, who wrote and published
¢The Worthies of Devon,’ speaking of the Drake family at
Ashe [in the parish of Munsberry, about 13{ miles to the south
of Axminster], says: ¢ This ancient and honourable family came
originally from Exmouth, a small hamlet on the east side of the
river Ex where it flows into the mouth of the British Ocean.
Here dwelleth JoHN DRAKE, a man of great estate, and a name of
no less antiquity.” ¢ This account,’ says Prince, he ‘received from
Sir William Pole [descended from that family on the maternal
side], who says : ‘I copied it out of an old Roll, and written all
with mine own hand in the month of April, in the year of our
Lord God, 1616.”°’ '

¢ The motto has always been :

¢ £ AQUILA NON CAPIT MUSCAS.’}

¢ The figure in the shield is called by heralds a wivern, which
is another name for the fabled Dragon of antiquity. Draco or
Drago is the Roman name of Drake. . . We find that the
Dragon was displayed on the banners of the Britons as early as
1448, and that churches have borne the emblem from time
immemorial.

at the stake in Smithfield, April 23, 1556, in the reign of Mary. When exhorted by Bishop Bonner
to renounce his heresy, Drake made him this bold and memorable reply : ‘As _for your Churck of
Rome, I utterly deny and defy it with all the works thereof, even as I deny the Devil and all
hisworks” He had then lain nearly a year in prison, and was immediately thereafter ordered to
execution.

‘ The father of Admiral Sir Francis Drake, Knt., was named Robert, and was also an outspoken
Protestant clergyman, who, to avoid suffering in the same flames which had consumed his kindred,
fled his place of nativity, near South Tavistock, Devon, and secreted himself and his family in an
old forsaken ship for many years. He had twelve children, all sons, several of them born ‘in the
hulle of the shippe,’ most of whom followed the sea in foreign parts,

** Sir Francis was the eldest of the twelve boys. By perseverance and resolution in overcoming
difficulties, and by unflinching courage, he rose in gradual succession to the highest rank in the
English Navalservice, and to the honor of knighthood bestowed by the Sovereign. This extraordi-
nary man was the first Englishman that circumnavigated the globe, or, as one of his historians
says, ‘ the first who ploughed a furrow round the world.” A special coat of arms was granted him
in recognition of his distinguished services to his country.”—Life of Sir Francis Drake, by John
Barrow., K

¢ Of the Drake descendants from the house of Ashe a century later, and of more modern times,
was Samuel Drake, D. D., a man of eminent literary attainments, who diedin 1673 ; Francis Drake,
M. D., surgeon of York and F. R. S., a great antiquary, the author of the history and antiquities
of York ; William Drake, A. M., F. S. A., Vicar of Isleworth, was his son. Of the same family was
Nathan Drake, M. D., of Hadleigh in Suffolk, the well-known essayist and most skillfu! and suc-
cessful annotator and biographer of Shakespeare. And before him in point of time was Dr. James
Drake, F. R. S., whose discoveries in anatomy are not surpassed in importance by those of Harvey.

*This list might be extended with names equally claiming attention.”—Account of the Drake
Family, by S. G. Drake.

14 The eagle doth not prey upon the fly,”
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“That the original bearer of the Arms of DrAKE ' performed
some act to entitle him to it, there is perhaps no question, but
what that preciseact may have been has long since passed beyond
the utmost bounds of tradition.

¢“John Drake of the Council of Plymouth, one of the original
Company established. by King James in 1606 for settling New
England, was of a branch of the house of Ashe, two of whose
sons came to America—John, who came to Dorchester, near
Boston, in 1630 with two or more sons,~and who finally settled at
Windsor, Conn., and Robert, who settled in Hampton, N. H. From
these brothers are descended all by the name in New England,
and most, if not all of those bearing the name in the middle,
southern, and western United States.”

! The armorial bearings of the Drake family are the same in all the lines of descent, except the

special arms granted to Sir Francis Drake. All by the name, whose antecedents are traceable to
the Devonshire family, are justified in claiming lineage from this distinguished ancestry.



CHAPTER VL

ANCESTRAL LINKS.

It was the star of Bethlehem that Jighted their way across the Atlantic and went before them
to the place where the young child of the Republic lay in its wilderness mauger.—CHARLES
CARLETON COFFIN.

THE American colonist, John Drake, was one of the con-
temporary band who came with his family in the Winthrop fleet.
Persecution, nearly a century before, had intensified Protestan-
tism, and at a later period infused Puritanism into the veins of
the descendants of the ancient family, and these principles were
born in John Drake’s blood. Both himself and his wife were
stanch Puritans.

His application to be made freeman is found in the list of the
first persons who requested that franchise at Dorchester, Mass.,
October 19, 1630, only a few months after the arrival of the
Puritan ships. It is believed by some historians that he resided
for a brief period at Taunton, Mass., where members of his
family remained, before he came to Windsor, Conn. In 1639 he
is found at the latter place, where he spent the remainder of his
life. g

Land grants were not put upon record in Windsor until the
year 1640. Among the earliest entries of that year is one relat-
ing to a portion twenty-two and a half rods in width, ‘“set off ”
to John Drake. )

In 1643 he served the General Court as juror, and was again a
member in June, 1646.

From an entry upon the Colonial Records about this period, it
appears that this high old Puritan sometimes permitted his
temper to get the best of him, and with it fell his dignity. Using
language, one day, which his fellow-jurors considered profane,
they at once imposed upon him a fine to the full extent the law
allowed, viz.:

¢ John Drake, for his misdemeanor in p'phane execrations
is fyned 40 s.”*

Singularly enough, Deacon John Moore, his friend and neigh-

1 ** Connecticut Colonial Records,”” 1636-1635.
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bor, was a member of the jury and of the court which con-
demned his unadvisable utterances.

In October, 1648, his temper was again wrought to a boiling
point at the slanderous gossip of one John Bennett, a townsfellow
of doubtful reputation, who declared that he—John Bennett—
‘ had intised and drawne away the affections of his daughter.” '

Straight to the General Court he goes and enters complaint.
John Bennett was duly brought up at the next sitting of the
Court, whereupon he retracted his statement, and promising to
be more careful in his conversation about the girls thereafter,’
the ¢‘Court was willing once more to pass by his Corporall
punishment,” and he was ‘“bownd over for good behavior.”*
The law was not only expressly severe upon backbiters and
slanderers but ‘‘against any man who should inveigle the affec-
tions of any ‘maide, or maide-servant,” unless her parents or
gaurdians should ‘give way and allowance in that respect.”” *

With the exception of these few unflattering experiences,—and
they are the only ones that can be traced,—John Drake’s life at
Windsor, Conn., among the number who were shaping the future
of the young colony, was marked by usefulness, and left its good
impress upon generations of posterity.

His wife, Elizabeth Drake, was born in England in 1581. This
worthy pair were nearing middle age when they came to America.
They left behind them all the comforts of an English home of
the ‘“gentry” class, severed themselves from cultured society
and associations, and came to the strange wild shores of an unin-
habited wilderness, for the sole purpose

. ‘“serenely high,
Freedom to worship God."”

They were the parents of three sons, Jacob, Job, and John
Drake, Jr., all of whom, together with their daughters, one of
whom bore the name Hannah, were born in England. Their
children accompanied them to America and became prominent in
church affairs, and in founding their Christian Commonwealth.
Job Drake married Mary, the daughter of Henry Wolcott, Esq.,
the founder of a family distinguished to this day.

It was a most natural circumstance that came to pass between
these two good families of the forests, the Moores and the

1% Connecticut Colonial Records.” 3 ¢ Connecticut Colonial Records,’” 1636-1635.

3 We may conclude that his conduct improved, as in 1652 he was granted liberty by the town
** to be entertained by William Hayden in his family,”

4 Edward Eggleston in The Century, 1884.
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Drakes, who were knitted together by the common bond of
religious fervor and voluntary exiles from their motherland, that
Deacon John Moore’s daughter, Hannah, became the wife of John
Drake, Jr. Their marriage took place at Windsor, November-
30, 1648.

The following narrative of John Drake, Sr.’s, sudden death,
which occurred on the 17th of August, 1659, is taken from the
ancient Town Records at Windsor:

¢ Mr. John Drake, Sr., dyed accidentally, as he was driving a
cart loaded with corn to carry from his house to his son Jacob’s.
The cattle being 2 oxen and his mare, in the highway against
John Griffin’s, something scared the cattle, and they set a run-
ning, and he labored to stop them by taking hold on the mare,
was thrown upon his face and the cart wheele went over him
and broke one of his legs, and bruised his body so that he was
taken up dead; being carried into his daughter’s house had life
come again, but dyed in a short time, and was buried on the 18th
day of August, 1659.”

Elizabeth Drake survived her husband twenty-two years, and
died October 7, 1681, at the ripe old age of one hundred years.
In the last years of her life she was ministered to by her son
Jacob and his family. She was one of those mothers of colonial
times of whom it has been said: ‘ From the time when that ¢faire
maide,” Mary Chilton, first leaped upon the rock at Plymouth, to
the present day, their influence has been an important element
in our national character.” Mrs. Sigourney beautifully portrays
them: ¢ On the unfloored hut, she who had been nurtured amid
the rich carpets and the curtains of the motherland, rocked
her babe and complained not. She who in the home of her youth
had arranged the gorgeous shades of embroidery, or, perchance,
had compounded the rich venison pastry as her share in the
housekeeping, now pounded the coarse Indian corn for her
children’s bread, and bade them ask God’s blessing ere they took
their scanty portions. When the snows sifted through their
miserable rooftrees upon her little one, she gathered them closer
to her bosom; she taught them the Bible, and the catechism, and
the holy hymn, though the war whoop of the Indian ran through
the wild. Amid the untold hardships of colonial life, she infused
new strength into her husband by her firmness, and solaced his
weary hours by her love.”

1 History of Dorchester,” by a Committee, p. 142.
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Joun DRAKE, Jr., as has been already stated, came with his
father to America and settled at Windsor, Conn. He had
thorough Puritanic training in the home of his parents. Like his
father, the younger Drake was active in the opening and widening
field of western-world civilization. He filled many places of
public trust, and became identified with the founding of both the
towns of Windsor and Simsbury, Conn., being among the first
grantees and landed proprietors in these ¢‘plantations.” After
his marriage with Hannah Moore in 1648, he took up his residence
in Windsor. In April, 1655, according to the ancient record,
the ““wife of John Drake ” was ‘‘taken into full communion” in
the transplanted Windsor church, the oldest orthodox church
organization in America. Of the names and ages given of ‘““Men
and Womenkind,” ‘“set down” as born and baptized in the same
church, is a daughter whose birth is entered in this wise : ¢ Of
womenkind, Hanna, of John Drake, ‘born Aug. 5, 1653, baptized
April 15, ’55.”' This girl ‘“Hanna,” ‘as will presently appear,
grew to be a notable woman in the ancestry of the Higleys.
She was one of a family of eleven children, five sons and six
daughters.

At just what period John Drake, Jr. or 2d, removed from
Windsor to Simsbury is not known. Itappears, however, to have
beenbetween the years 1672 and 1676—if indeed he ever removed
at all. It is evident that he remained a resident at Windsor
for several years after he'was the owner of lands in Simsbury.
Among the first grants of lands at Massacoe, the Indian name of
Simsbury (1677) of which there is any record, are portions ‘‘set
off to John Drak.” This was, no doubt, the younger Drake, or
John Drake 3d. Spots and places in the latter town retained
the Drake name for one hundred and fifty years. The hill
opposite the old Congregational Church upon which the residence
stood bore the name for more than two centuries, and the
memories of those who have scattered to every part of our broad
land from the old town recur with pleasure to the familiar scenes
of their early childhood about Drake’s Hill and Drake’s Brook.

In 1676 Simsbury was on the very edge of the settlements.
The Indians were fierce and menacing, and a general solicitude
was felt throughout the colony for the safety of the inhabitants.
Finally, in the month of March a general order was issued for
them to remove at once for safety, and they all left with dispatch,
the larger number fleeing to Windsor. On Sunday, the 26th, the

1 0ld Church Record.
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town was pillaged and burned by the powerful Phillip and his
dusky warriors. Whether John Drake the elder, with his family,
was among the number who fled and did not return is not clear.
It is supposed that he was. His son, John Drake 3d, returned
and spent his life here. His name, with others, is found signed
to a petition by the owners of estates at Simsbury to the General
Assembly in the following year (1677), while the town was yet
deserted, requesting a lighter taxation on account ‘‘of the late
afflictive bereavement, having been greater sufferers than the
other plantations in the Colony,” and incapacitated ‘‘to rayse
rates in the common way as the law required.” The General
Assembly granted the petition, exempting ‘¢ persons, land, and
catfell,” for three years from taxation.

The home life of John Drake, Jr.’s, family (of Windsor), of
which John Higley became a member when he landed from Eng-
land, as indicated in the first chapter, was of a Christian type.
They were strictly church-loving people, and were liberal to the
distressed. @ The ¢‘distressed,” however, belonged to other
colonies, for there were few poor in Windsor.

A report to the General Government about this time (1667)
says : ‘‘The people, as respecting religious views, were ‘some
strict men, and others more large (or liberal) Congregational
men.” Both law and gospel were thoroughly taught in John
Drake’s, as in all the colonial homes of this period. ‘You
might find in every house a shelf upon which was kept a large
Family Bible, and several other books of a religious kind.” !
Regular family worship was required, reading the Scriptures,
‘“‘catechizing the children,” and ‘“dayly prayer, with giving of
thanks,” was to be attended to conscientiously by every family,
“to distinguish them from the heathen whoe call not upon God.”*
McClure states that ‘“the aged people among us say that they
could never learn that an individual Windsor Indian ever became
a Christian.”

These laws governing households were by no means a dead
letter. The select men were vigilant to see that they were put
into practice. If any ‘“heads of families were obstinate and
refractory,”” and would not yield to the power of persuasion in
the performance of these required duties, the grand jury were to

1 From that time to this the most popularof all religious books has been the Puritans’ allegory
of ** The Pilgrim’s Progress,” and the most popular of all English poems, the Puritan epic of the
** Paradise Lost.”"—History of the English People, by J. R. Green, p. 582.

3¢ Connecticut Colonial Records,”’ 1665-77.
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present such persons to the Court to be fined or punished. The
fine in every instance of neglect was twenty shillings.

The Capital Laws were required to be taught weekly in every
household, and legal surveillance demanded that all persons should
attend church services, not only upon the Sabbath day, but all
thanksgivings and days of fasting and prayer, on penalty of a fine.

A young man might not ‘‘board or sojourn ” in a family without
permission granted by the Town Meeting; and it was ‘‘Alsoe,
Ordered, that all such boarders or sojourners as doe live in
families shall carefully attend the worship of God in those
families where they so sojourn, and bee subjected to the domes-
ticall government of the family, upon the penalty of forfeiting
five shillings for every breach of this order.”

Such was the discipline of the household of which John Higley
became a member when he landed in America.

John Drake, Jr., the head of this hospitable home, died at
Windsor, the place of his residence, in the latter part of Sep-
tember, 1689. His will was made on the 12th of the month just
before hisdecease. The inventory was taken October 31, 1689, and
amounted to 4223 2s.> The father and son died near together.

His son, John Drake of Simsbury, who had been John Higley's
close companion since first they met, died on the gth of July
(1689) preceding his father’s death. He was one of the very
early settlers at Simsbury, where he resided until his decease.
The tombstone which marks his grave is the oldest in the ancient
cemetery, and has stood for more than two hundred years. The
following is its inscription :

bere Leys
The JBody of fobn Drake Wibo
Beparted This Life

Tfulyp otb 1688 aged 39
Pears.?

* O mind then man, thy life’s a fpan
look here & learn To dye
how soon yt death ean ftop thy breath
then comes Eternity.”

The inventory of his estate was taken by John Higley and
Thomas Barber. His property was valued at £393 15s.*

»

1+ Connecticut Colonial Records,” 1665, p. 77.

2 ¢ Hartford Probate Records,’ book v. pp. 24, 23.

3 This date is an error. John Drake, 3d, died July g, 1689, as recorded in ** Simsbury Records,”
book i. Also as shown'by his Will,

4 ** Simsbury Record of Grants," book i. pp. 8¢, 82.



CHAPTER VIL

YOUTH AND MARRIAGE OF CAPTAIN JOHN HIGLEY,

It is a deep mystery—the way the heart of a man turns to one woman out of all the rest he's
seen i’ the world, and makes it casier for him to work seven years for Zer, like Jacob did for
Rachel, sooner than have any other woman for th’ asking.—GeorGe EvrioT.

Joun HicLEYy had ready adaptability, and soon accustomed -
himself to the interests and habits of the well-ordered household
of the Drakes. His infantile years had passed during the event-
ful time of Cromwell’s reign. Charles I. was beheaded the year
he was born. Until he was eight years old, he no doubt fre-
quented the home of his grandfather, the Rev. John Brewster
(for whom he was probably named), when ¢ England was greatly
stirred, and eager debates and heated arguments on Puritanical
subjects were continually taking place i every household,”
especially those associated with ecclesiastical affairs. The time
lapsing between eight and sixteen years of age, following his
grandfather’s death, great events had been passing. Charles II.
had come to the throne. ¢ Puritanism had been well-nigh
silenced under stern repression. The Revolution and great
changes had taken place in the social world.”*

Though young in years we may well conclude that his quick
perception and naturally sagacious mind had fully taken in a
good many of these things that were passing. ¢ On the restora-
tion of Charles II. to the throne, religious despotism with merci-
less energy was revived.”

The sight which John Higley had seen before he left England,
‘““of pious and learned clergymen driven from their homes, and
their flocks ; of religious meetings broken up by constables ; of
preachers put side by side with thieves and outcasts; of jails
crammed with honest enthusiasts whose piety was their only
crime,” * must have left a deep impression on his youthful mind.

No lad of sixteen years with /s lively intellect could have been
ignorant of the iron hand which was laid without mercy upon the
Quakers during this time (1662-65). *‘ The fires of persecution

1 Extracts from Green's ** Hi;tory of the English People.”
3 ¢ History of the English People,” by J. R. Green, p. 60g.
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were hot,” says Sewell. The victims were flogged in the streets;
husbands and wives were separated and condemned to transpor-
tation; they were distrained of their property, and large numbers
were banished to strange countries.! ‘‘In 1662 the returns from
their meetings throughout England showed that between four and
five thousand were then lying in prison’ merely for religion’s
sake.? ‘“These prisons were cold, leaky, and filthy, and many
men and women had nothing but a board to lie upon.” Many
were relieved only by death.®

It may have been that these.measures, taken against inof-
fensive peace-loving religionists, not only touched John Higley’s
tender and sensitive nature, but kindled a strong instinctive sense
of their unjust treatment, which had the effect of giving him the
tolerant spirit, and which rooted in him the idea of the indi-
vidual liberty of every man, with which he was endowed in
after life.

The summer previous to leaving London he had witnessed the
awful devastation of the Plague (1665), a never-to-be-forgotten
period of his life. Death reigned in the streets. Entire families
were swept away. Citizens who were apparently in health in the
morning, were found dead in the afternoon, Sewell relates that
‘““the city became so emptied that grass grew in those streets that
used to be so populous, few people being seen by the way. Thus
the city became a desert, and the misery was great. Great fires
were kindled in the streets to purify the contagious air ; but no
relief was found by it, for in the latter end of September there
died in London alone eight thousand people in one week,as I
remember to have seen in one of the bills of mortality of that
time. There was little to be earned by the tradesmen. Travel-
ing in the country was stopped.” ¢‘ The plagues of the Lord fell
heavily,” continues the narrator. ‘‘It is stated that the entire
number of deaths during that fatal summer exceeded sixty-eight
thousand.” De Foe, in his story of the Plague, mentions ‘¢ glove-
makers” among other tradesmen whose establishments were
closed. It was oneof these to whom John Higley was apprenticed.
It is reasonable to suppose that he returned for the time to his
mother’s cottage-home in Frimley, though here was no safe refuge,
for the destroying pestilence mowed down the inhabitants of the

1 ¢ History of the People called Quakers,”” by William Sewell.
2 ' The Fells of Swathmore.”
3 ¢ History of the People called Quakers,” by William Sewell.
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suburbs adjacent to London, and *‘blasted into voiceless and life-
less desolation ” many of the beautiful valleys in the vicinity.

But our reader will remember that it was neither religious per-
secution, nor political principles, nor the destroying pestilence,
that exiled the lad from his native shores. The boy no doubt
often experienced in his new life in the western world a strange
yearning rising within him, for the glen in which he was born.
He may have had many a longing look toward the stars that were
twinkling above his mother home and the group assembled there.
Sometimes when among the solitudes there may have fallen upon
his heart a shade of melancholy, as memory brought before his
face the boy-friends and associates whom he had left behind.

But he was not disappointed in his American home. He was
admitted to the family as one of its number, and became a
favorite in the household. Soon an intimacy sprang up between
the young English stranger and the young people of John Drake’s
house. The eldest son was near his own age—two months
younger—and Hannah, the eldest daughter, was a bright girl in
her teens just enough his junior to be interesting. Asa matter of
course they were brought into daily association.

The time came when the large heart of the stripling was no
longer his own. He saw in Hannah Drake all that was worth
living and striving for, and if she, in her maidenly reserve, had
resolved not to allow herself to be ensnared by his handsome
appearance and good qualities, her resolution did not hold out.
The young lovers came to an understanding, to which her parents
appear to have freely consented.

But the affairs of true love were sometimes fraught with great
difficuities in those days, as they are in these. The hard old
taskmaster in England was yet alive, and the unexpired appren-
ticeship from which young John had fled lay unsettled. Besides
this, the Article of Indenture under which he had been appren-
ticed read, ‘“ No Apprentice shall contract Matrimony within the °
said term of apprenticeship.”’ The colonial law also imposed
a penalty upon ‘‘both male and female not being at his or her
own disposal,” who should ‘‘either make or give entertainment
to any suit in way of marriage without the knowledge and con-
sent of surviving parents, masters, or guardians, or such like.

1} From Book of Old English Laws.

3 Connecticut Colonial Records,” 1643.

The following law was enacted by the General Court June 3, 1644, which had not then been
repealed :
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The wide Atlantic lay between him and his mother, and these
formidable obstructions to his future happiness. However, it
was not probable that one of his earnest nature, and of the force
that was born in him, would be deterred by barriers. His first
step was to pen a carefully written letter to his mother stating
his case. We may easily imagine the young lover in the attic
of the rough-hewed wooden house of early colonial days, with
anxious heart and puzzled brain, straining every nerve to put upon
paper just the proper thing to be said, which would insure her
favor, and her mediation between the offended employer and him-
self. Then the uncertainty of receiving a favorable answer to
his petition arose in his mind. Another plan came into his
devising brain. Success was already crowning his labor, and with
his savings he would return to England the bearer of his own
letter, visit his mother, and settle all claims. Instigated by the
noblest spirit of life, with his heart set upon an idol-love, he was
off at once. He retraced his way across the wide ocean to his
English home.

In those days is was a serious undertaking to cross the Atlantic.
It required fifty-one days to make the passage. Ocean steamers
were as yet unknown. The journey occupied more than four
months. Landing safely in England, he reached Frimley and
gazed once more upon familiar scenes. He soon crossed the
threshold of his mother’s home. The tall, well-formed man,
roughed in personal appearance by forest-life in the New World,
and bronzed by the winds of a seven weeks’ sea voyage, did not
closely resemble the glover’s apprentice boy whose sudden dis-
appearance had caused such consternation five years previous.
He placed his letter, which contained the declaration of his true
and honest heart, into her hand, unrecognized. As she read it,
she wept—then glanced at the stranger before her, and read
again. Then, another scrutinizing glance. Maternal instinct is
subtle and keen.

Advancing to his side she parted his hair and pierced all dis-
guises; for she discovered a well-known mark, a scar that he
received by a fall on the stairs when he was ten years of age,

*‘ Whereas many stubborn, refractory, and discontented servants and apprentices withdraw them-
selves from their masters’ services, to improve their time to their own advantage ; for the prevent-
ing thereof ¢

** It is Ordered, that Whatsoever servant or apprentice shall hereafter offend in that kynd, before
their covenant or term of service are expired, shall serve their said masters, as they shall be appre-
hended or retained the treble term, or threefold time of their absence in such kynd.”—Con-
necticut Colonial Records.
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which left a deep cut high on his forehead that he carried through
life. “¢John, you rogue! Is this yox ?” she exclaimed, and rais-
ing her hand she gave his ear a sound cuffing.

Gladness and joy were in the village-home that night. The
evening was given to quiet chat about the boy’s life. Like other
mothers, since the world began, she affectionately entered into the
interesting plans and future career which were opening for her
son. A satisfactory settlement was made with his former master,
and after a short visit he returned to America.’

In Windsor, Conn., the town of his adoption, he married
Hannah Drake on the gth of November, 1671.

1 The main incidents concerning the conrtship and marriage of John Higley and Hannah Drake
are drawn from the best sources. Itis an interesting fact that there have been venerable grand-
parents, hale and hearty, whose years of early manhood were contemporary with some of John Hig-
ley's sons and danghters, and whose lives extended to the middle of the present century, bridging
the gap between that era and descendants now living, to whom it was their delight to recount the
interesting story. These channels, with the traditions gathered from nearly every branch of the
family now widely scattered in many different sections of our country, many groups of whom had
no knowledge of each other until recent time, together with old scraps and papers written nearly
a half a century ago, a2/ agree upon these points—that of the apprenticed runaway lad, the
circumstances under which he came to America, and his romantic love story as related above.~THE
EpITOR.



CHAPTER VIIL

EARLY MARRIED LIFE OF CAPTAIN JOHN HIGLEY, 1671-78.

‘¢ First Gent. All times are good to seek your wedded home
Bringing to a mutnal delight.

' Second Gent. Why, true,
The calendar hath not an evil day
For souls made one by love, and even death
Were sweetness, if it came like rolling waves
‘While they two clasped each other, and foresaw
No life apart.”

AFTER their marriage John Higley and his young wife took up
their residence upon the eastern shore of ¢ Y® Great River "—
the Connecticut. The attention of the grandfather, Deacon
John Moore, Captain Benjamin Newberry, and others had been
fixed upon the rich meadows on that side of the river, and they
had already secured large grants of land which were considered
‘““among their most important and valuable interests.” Deacon
Moore possessed an ownership in one tract of about four hundred
acres.

¢“Until a few years previous these lands were not occupied
except as a pasturage for their cattle, and some small pieces for
mowing. Tempting as were the advantages offered by its broad
expanse of fertile meadow, there were obstacles and dangers in the
way of its actual settlement which could be neither overlooked
nor rashly encountered. The broad stream of the Great River,
at all times an inconvenient highway, was in the winter season,
when not frozen over, almost impassable with ice and drift. It
was also a serious barrier to social intercourse and mutual aid or
protection, while its annual freshets obliged them to build on the
uplands at a considerable distance from its banks, and conse-
quently a greater remove from the main settlement.”*

“The Indians abounded in all that region, and though these
river Indians were generally friendly and peaceful, yet there
were warning signs and tokens which made families fearful about
taking up their residence at points remote from the main body of

1 Stiles’ ** History of Ancient Windsor,” p. 221.
33
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settlers.” ! 1Itis stated that there were ten distinct tribes within
the boundaries of the township of Windsor, and, says Stiles, ¢“the
greater number resided on the east side of the Connecticut
River.” The repeated enactments by the General Assembly for
many years about this time, as measures of protection against
these savages, evidences the constant danger of the scalping-
knife and tomahawk to which the inhabitants of the young settle-
ment were subjected. However, ‘‘a number of middle-aged or
young married men, urged by the adventurous spirit of the day,
or by the necessity of larger accommodations for their growing
families, crossed the river and built their humble dwellings along
the uplands which overlooked the meadows.” *

Among these were John Higley and his wife Hannah. 1In the
¢ List of Persons on the Zast side of Y® Great River,” who were
appointed to make some improvements on a road, in June, 1672,
the name of our enterprising John is on record.

The same year Major Pyncheon, in his account book, entered
the following:

““1672. The charge and cost of my saw-mill at Stony-River.
Viewing and searching for a place, alsoe hiring John Higley to
discover, &c. . . likewise myselfe and my expence with you,
and feriage &c w® come to, £1: 08s: ood.”?

Out of this amount the ‘“discoverer ” of the suitable location
for the saw-mill was probably paid his share of the ¢‘ charges and
costs ” for his time and labor. :

Young married people in those days set out upon their own
responsibility, and the first proceeding after their wedding
festivities was to found their own hearthstone. It was custom-
ary for the young man to build a house before marriage. From
the houses of the early settlers of the times we catch a glimpse
of the first dwelling which furnished the rude home comforts of
this youthful pair. They were made entirely of untrimmed logs.
Scarcely an implement was used in their construction other than
the ax and auger. The rough, wooden, eighteen-inch shingles
called clapboards, which formed the roof, the floors, and doors,
were hewn out of logs, and were undressed and unplaned, and
fastened into their places by wooden pins. It is, however,
barely possible that the occupants of this simple home in ques-

14 History of Hartford County,” by J. Hammond Trumbull, p. 107.
2 Stiles® ¢ History of Ancient Windsor,” p. 233.
3 * Documentary History of Sufficld,” by M. S. Sheldon.
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tion may have enjoyed the luxury of doors and floors of sawed
plank procured at the saw-mill after it was established, though it
was about eight miles distant through the dense woods. The
door was hung upon wooden hinges and closed with a wooden
latch. There were few nails used, for there were none to be had
except those hammered one by one upon the anvil of the neigh-
borhood blacksmith.

The chimney, huge in dimensions when compared with the
building itself, was built against the house upon the oufside. It
was built of sticks and thoroughly plastered with clay. Im-
mense fires of logs, taken from the dense forests surrounding the
house, were kept constantly going, and were a necessity to keep
the occupants of the dwelling even in tolerable comfort in winter
weather. The sweeping winds whistled between the logs which
constituted the side walls of the apartment, it came in under-
neath the door, and from the cracks in the floor, with chilling
draughts.

The windows were small, and there was no window glass.
“Bring oiled paper for your windows,” writes one of the
Plymouth pilgrims to some who were about to come over. Oiled
paper for a long time let a dusky light into the obscure rooms
of many settlers’ houses. About 1700 ‘“window shasts with
crystal "—that is, with glass that one could see through—are
spoken of as a luxury. Carpets were hardly known at all in
America until seventy-five years after this period.! The floor
of the cottage log dwelling was therefore carpetless.

On the 16th of August, 1673, the birth of John Higley’s first
child is recorded. He was given the name of his father, John,
and on February 16, 1675, the birth of the second child is
announced, called Jonathan, probably in honor of his grand-
father Higley, who was laid in his moss-covered grave in Frimley
churchyard, England, more than ten years before.

Windsor now contained about one hundred families. On Sun-
days the people residing on the east side of the Connecticut
crossed the river in boats to attend church service. It was no
small undertaking to_get the family in readiness and over the
distance between their home and the ferry, then await the ferry-
man to bring them across the deep, swift, angry stream, which in
some seasons of the year was filled with floating ice, causing the
passage to be attended with danger. Strict laws, by decree of

1 ¢ The Colonist at Home,"” by Edward Eggleston, T%e Century, 1884-85.
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Court, governed this ferry. But thirty-seven persons were per-
mitted to cross at one time, the number exceeding this must
stand upon the banks and await their turn. And yet the select-
men were ever on the alert, and if each household did not
appear at the place of worship it was liable to a fine. To
announce the hour of service a drum was beaten. The towns-
people were not in possession of a church-bell, and for more
than one hundred years after these times, it was the practice for
a man employed by the town ‘“for the beating of the drume on
y® Sabboth dayes” ' to ascend to the roof of the church, where
a footwalk was constructed, and sound a trumpet or a drum, “‘to
give warning to y° inhabitants when to begin meting.”

“We fancy that we see our John in the saddle upon the back of
the family horse, with little John in front of him, and his wife
Hannah, behind, clinging to him with one arm, while with the
other she held baby Jonathan to her bosom, wending their way on
a quiet Sabbath morning to the house of worship. The saddle
horse, if taken across the river, was led swimming alongside the
ferryboat, and tied to a tree close to the church with scores of
others.

The sermon was long, usually from an hour and a half to two
hours, and was the principal event of the week for discussion.

King Phillip’s Indian war followed soon after the birth of John
Higley’s second child. The year 1675 was a stormy one for the
Connecticut colonists. Both soeial and political surroundings
were full of intense excitement and increased dangers. Rumors
of Indian plots ¢ for the distruction of the English” were con-
stantly reaching the ears of the inhabitants, together with
reports of the hostilities of the Dutch at New York, and the ‘“un-
warrantable practices ”” and uneasiness given by Major Andros.
““The distressed condition of our neighbors and countrymen on
Long Island” was also a source of solicitude. ‘It was a time
of difficulty with us,”’? say they, on the 1oth of July, 1675. So
threatening was the aspect of affairs, and so great was the need
of men, that the General Assembly ordered that if any one de-
serted the colony who was ‘‘above fourteen years of age, or
under seventy, he should pay a fine of one hundred pounds, and
be ¢“liable to corporal punishment.” !

“The young settlement [on the east side of the river] had but
just fairly commenced,” says Stiles, ‘“ when great fear fell upon

1 ' Connecticut Colonial Records.”
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the land. Danger lurked in every bush, and peered from behind
every tree; their houses were scattered, their numbers few; the
Indians numerous; and the broad stream of the Long River cut
them off from any immediate help from their friends and neigh-
bors on the west side.

“In that hour of anxious fear and torturing suspense they felt
that ‘in union there was strength.,” Many removed to the
opposite side of the river, and those who remained carried their
‘lives in their hands.’ Finally the inhabitants on the eastern
side of the Connecticut were ordered ‘forthwith’ to remove
themselves, with their cattle and grain, to the west side; and
garrison houses were ordered to be kept for the protection of the
few who were obliged to remain. In fact the settlement was
temporarily broken up and dispersed.” !

We are assured that John Higley was found bearing his part in
the defense and safety of the homes, though there is no record
of conspicuous service. He was now a man twenty-eight years
of age, strong and able-bodied, and it was evident that he was
early put into military training. It had been required by law for
many years that, ‘“ All persons above the age of sixteen years,
except magistrates and church officials, shall beare arms.”?
They were required to have ‘‘in continual readiness a good
musket or other gun fit for service,” with ‘“a sword rest and
brandaleers,” and ammunition kept in good order.? At this time,
all the men were impressed into military service on sentinel
duty. Regular watches, consisting of one-fourth of the men of
the town, were appointed, the watch continuing from the ‘“shut-
ting in of the evening till sunrise.” It was ‘‘ Ordered, that no
man walk about singly,” and they might not work in fields
except in groups of six together, with guns at hand, ‘¢ well fixed
and fitted for service.”*® Every man was obliged to go constantly
fully armed, and stand ready night and day to do battle. They
slept upon their weapons, and as had been a custom, they carried
them to church. Scouts were constantly kept in service, and
were required to be on duty ‘‘ by sun an hower high in each day.”

1 Stiles’ ** History of Ancient Windsor.” .

2 * Connecticut Colonial Records.””

3 In October, 1675, * Ordered, to joyne together to gather the Indian corn and bringit on ye west
sideof ye Great River, into places of best security.” In November, * Ordered to kill and salt up
what of their cattell were fitt to kill and secure it in the best places they could fromn the enemie ™
—to thresh and bake up their wheat into bread, * for use of the soldiers on gaurd for our defence.”
4 Ordered, that 200 bushells of wheat be baked into biskit with all the speed that may be, and
200 bushalls of oats for the army,’"—Connecticut Colonial Records.

4
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As the year neared its close, troops from the different colonies
were called together and a successful contest followed on the
evening of December 19, 1675, at Pettyquamsquot, in the north-
east part of Connecticut, where the Indians had taken refuge in
a log-constructed barricade. The struggle was ended by a bloody
fight; the soldiers set fire to the rude stockade, and burned with-
out mercy warriors, squaws, helpless old red-skins, and children,
in one mass of flame.

It is stated that ‘‘three-hundred warriors were slain, and
nearly the same number taken prisoners, including women and
children. The entire number of Indians thought to have been
inside the fortress numbered into thousands. Those who were
not consumed or taken prisoners, fled to the swamps, where they
spent the cold winter night without food, fire, or covering.” ‘‘It
was cold and stormy,” says one narrator, ‘‘the snow fell deep,
and it was not until after midnight the army got in.”

The MS. of the Rev. Thomas Ruggles says: ¢ The burning
of the wigwams, the shrieks and cries of the women and children,
and the yelling of the warriors, exhibited a most horrible and
affecting scene, so that it greatly moved some of the soldiers.
They were in doubt then, and afterwards often seriously inquired,
whether burning their enemies alive could be consistent with
humanity and the benevolent principles of the gospel.” !

At the following May session of the General Assembly (1676)
—our worthy Deacon Moore being a member for Windsor—there
was a reiteration of some of the laws bearing upon subjects of
a social and moral nature? indicating that the recent trials through
which they had passed were the cause of awakening the colony
to a greater degree of devotion. The last day of the month was

1 History of Hartford County,” by J. Hammond Trumbull,

21t was Ordered, “If any persons on Szfurday night or the Lord’s Day, though it be after
sun-sett,’”’ were found *“sporting in the fields, or drinking in houses of public entertainment or
elsewhere,” should be subject to fine or to ““suffer corporall judgment.”* ** Noe serville worke”
was to be done on the Sabbath, * such as were not workes of piety, necessity, or charity,” * Noe
profane talke’’ was allowed, nor ** irreverent behavior.”

Ministers were strongly recommended ** to look into the state of families.”” ¢ Noe person'’ was
to *‘ retayle any less quantity than an anchor of drink at a time without special lycence.” ** Dilli-
gent search’ was to be made by all constables and grand jurymen for all transgressions of this
order. Special * care and notice was to be taken by all persons frequenting publique houses
and spending their precious time there.” ¢ If he be fownd in such place and convicted,” he was
to be fined five shillings or **sit in the stocks one hower for every such offence.”” The **sin of
uncleanness™ was * on the increase,” and ministers were recommended ** to beare such due tes-
timonie against such wickedness according to law (if it be God’s holy will) that such sin may be
prevented.”

** Excess of Apparell" also claimed the Court’s attention, as ‘* unbecoming a wilderness condi-
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‘““apoynted to be kept as a day of Solemn Humiliation, of fasting
and prayer.” !

It is reasonable to suppose that John Higley with his young
family was of the number who removed, when the general order
to that effect was given, to the main settlement upon the west
side of the river, where he is found established soon after.

Amid the scenes of terror in which they had for many months
been living, it does not appear that his material prosperity had
been seriously interrupted. His feet were continued on the
ascent. In a ““list” of voluntary contributions ‘‘made to the
poor in want in other colonies” in June of the following year,
is found the name of ‘‘Hana Higley ”” as having donated 1s. 3d.?
Her grandfather, Deacon Moore, Sr., contributed 6s. 6d. to
the same fund, and was one of a committee of three appointed
by the General Council ‘“‘to distribute according to good dis-
cretion,”?

From an old ‘“Book of Rates” it appears that John Higley’s
amount of list on January 25, 1676—77, was £24, and his tax was
16s. The following year, on the 21st of January, his ‘“List” is
recorded £22 and the ‘‘Rate” r4s. 8d.® From these modest
amounts he came in after time to be one of the heaviest taxpayers
in the colony.

On ¢ March y® 14th, 1677—78,” the following was recorded: “ A
Town meeting was held to publish y® Town rate for y® year past,
and y° ferry tax,—alsoe John Higley is now granted liberty to
take a parcell to bild on 25 foot in length against y® river, and
20 foot in breadth y°® other way. But he must take after y°
Widdow Marshall has git out her grant, next after George
Griswold.” *

It was upon this piece of land that he erected a warehouse.
His remarkable business and public career was now taking per-
manent shape.

tion, and the profession of the gospel, whereby the rising generation is in danger of being cor-
rupted.” Persons wearing ** gold or silver lace, gold or silver buttons, silk ribbons, or other super-
fluous trimmings, or any bone lace above three shillings per yard, or silk scarfs,” were required to
be heavily assessed. Exception was made to ** Magistrates, public Officers, their wives and chil-
dren, who are left to their discression, or any settled Military Commissioned Officer,” and if ‘* any
taylor shall fashion any garment for any child or servant contrary to the minde of the parent or
master,” a fine was to be imposed.—Connecticut Colonial Records.

1+ Connecticut Colonial Records.”

2 Old Church Records, Windsor, Conn.

3 ¢ Book of Rates and Town Meeting Proceedings,” Windsor, 167~ to 1683,

4 ¢ Windsor Records,” book ii.
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On the 13th of March, 1677, Elizabeth, his first daughter, was
born, and the same year (September) is marked by the death of
the grandfather, Deacon John Moore, who had for more than
forty-two years, with true-hearted devotion, been one among the
valuable lives of his times; having shared the stress of sore
trials incident to those who had cast their lot with the new
colonies, and set going a stream of civilization and progress.
He stamped his footprint upon the early annals of our colonial
history, and left behind him a memory enriched by his example,
his character, and his work.

The old Puritan heroes who came from the motherland had
most of them quitted this earth life. Few were left. His
honored friend, Governor John Winthrop, with whom he was
a co-laborer for many years, died the year preceding, and Henry
Wolcott, Esq., the most prominent citizen and his associate in
town and colonial affairs, had died long before.

‘“ They have left unstained what there they found,
Freedom to worship God.”



CHAPTER IX.

BUSINESS PROSPERITY.—A GRANDMOTHER’S MEMORIES.,

To be born where great and good men have had their nativity, to live where they have lived,
to be allied to them by kin, is, as it were, a patent of nobility.—~CHARLES CARLETON COFFIN.

In vol. i. of the ancient Land Records at Windsor, Conn., is
found the following entry, under date of November 4, 1679, the
last part of which seems to be a confirmation of the former grant
of 1677. *¢A parcell of woodland that John Drake makes over to
his son-in-law John Higley; it is out of that land he formerly
bought of Richard Lyman, it Lyes towards Hartford Bounds;
he is to have out of it fifteen acres of the South end of said Lott.”
[Here follow boundaries].

‘¢Alsoe, he has a parcell of Land whereon he has bilt his
Dweling house, the land was set out to him by his Grandfather,
Deacon Moore, it is one acre and half of the Land Called Cow-
feild.” [Here follow boundaries].

¢¢Alsoe, he hath a Small parcell of Land Granted him by The
Town on the North side of the ferry by the Rivulet to bild a
warehouse upon; it is set out below the widow Marshels’s which
Lyes between it and George Griswold’s, and this of John Higley’s
is in length on the top of the bank against the River, thirty foot
in length downward and in breadth twenty-four foot.” !

He is now found in possession of other lands, a new dwell-
ing, and a business house. After this period his life had to
do with many diverse interests. His warehouse, which was the
beginning of his commercial transactions, proved a channel
for his genius in business and was an element of success and
wealth.

Windsor at this time was not merely a village on the foreline
of western civilization, but was a chief center for trade, and a
port of entry. Sailing vessels of sixty, and up to seventy tons,
ascended the river to this point, and there was not only a thriv-

1¢ Windsor Land Records,' vol. i. p. 244.
4T
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ing coastline trade, but an extensive commerce carried on be-
tween England and the West Indies.

It was a day of bustle and excitement in the streets when a
ship arrived from England. The townspeople turned out ez
masse to hear the news from the old home-country, and spectators
lined the shores. The docks presented a lively scene, men
hurried to and fro, and business at the warehouses was active.
Two neighbors, with whom John Higley is found closely associ-
ated in the following years (Benjamin Newberry and George
Griswold), owned warehouses close by.

In the record of items left on the pages of his account-book,
in his own handwriting, it appears that he held the appointment
of Officer of the Customs, and there is some evidence that he
possessed an interest in vessels plying between this coast and
Bermuda. The latter, however, is not quite clear.

Much of the business of the warehouse had to do with the
importation of rum.' ~The island of Barbadoes, with which .there
was much communication at that time, ‘‘was the first sugar
colony which the English possessed, and was a place of consider-
able importance. In 1684 the distillation of rum from the cane
juice was extensively carried on, and there were not fewer than
358 sugar works in operation.”?

But there were obstructions to trade in the colony, as reported
to the House of Lords by a committee appointed to make in-
quiry into the state of the colony, ¢ for want of men of estates
to venture abroad, and of money at home for the management of
trade, and labor being so dear.”?

John Higley turned his attention in this direction. According
to old MS., he made two voyages to the West Indies and some
coastwise trips. His name is also found in the return passenger
list as follows:

1 The following entries are extracts from John Higley’s Account-Book :
i J)nll 25, 1683, Mr. Henry Wolcott made entry of one barroll of Rum for transportation and
if he did not transport it he would pay the costom of it.”

** July 10, 1683. Nathaniel Bissell made entry of a cask of rum of about 52} gals., which he
entered for transportation, marked NV B.”

‘‘ August s, ’83. Mr. Thos. Cook made entry of one hhd. of rum for transportation : mark
T « . some words not deciphered] ye was—& mye same boats and barroll of Rum for
Tho: Dewey of — Rum.”

‘1683,  Josias Wolcott made entry of 6 barrolls of Rum for transportation and if he did not
transport it — for costom.”

Says Eggleston: ** There was no class in the colonies that could be called temperate, if judged
b{ modern American standards. . . . Drinking was universal. The birth of a child, the taking
of a_piece of land, the induction of a new minister, an election of officers, weddings, funerals,
auctions, and even religious meetings in private houses, were occasions for drinking.”—* T%e
Colonist at Home,”” The Century, 1884-85.

3 ¢ History of Barbadoes,” by Sir R. Schoonbruck,

3 ** Connecticut Colonial Records.
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‘¢ Persons of Qualitie who went to the American Plantations,” sailing from Bar-
badoes in 1678 : viz,

** Ticquetts granted out of the Secys Office of the Island of Barbadoes for the
departure off the Island, March the 24th, John Higley on the ketch Mary for
Boston. John Gardener, Commander.” !

The commodities shipped direct to Barbadoes and Jamaica
were ‘‘ there bartered for sugar, cottonwood, and rumme and some
money.” At this time in the history of the colony, ‘¢ the chief
staples for trade were wheat, peas, hemp, ‘Ry,’ barley, Indian
corn, ‘ Porck’ beefe, ‘woole,’ flax, cider, staves, and horses.” The
great forests supplied materials for shipbuilding. These were
‘““good timber—oak, pine, and spruce for masts, ‘tarr’ and
pitch.” The wearing apparel of the colonists was procured by
shipping the provisions they raised to Boston, which were ex-
changed for goods ¢‘to cloathe with.” There were now ‘‘about
thirty black slaves in the Connecticut Colony.”?

It was seldom that relief was needed for the poor. ¢ Labor is
deare and provisions cheap,” continued the Report to the House
of Lords. A day laborer was paid two shillings a day, and some-
times two and sixpence. ‘‘Beggars and vagabond persons were
not suffered,” and when discovered were ‘“bownd out to
service.” ?

On the 7th of August, 1679, his daughter Katherine was born,
and in 1680 a son was born, to whom John Higley gave his
mother’s maiden name—Brewster. This son became, in aftertime,
the paternal ancestor of a long line of descendants bearing sterling
qualities.

At the town meeting held December 30, 1680, John Higley was
chosen a constable for Windsor, the first public office to which he
was elected.

““The constable was an officer of superior dignity.” He was
to the inhabitants ¢“ the right arm of the king himself; a function-
ary treated with reverent awe and obeyed with implicit deference.
Whoever resisted the power resisted the ordinance of God. The
first constable in Windsor was Mr. Henry Wolcott appointed in
1636.”°

About this time John Higley began to scent in the air the

! Hotton's * Original Lists of Persons of Qualitie, Emigrants, and Others,” etc.

2 * Connecticut Colonial Records.”

3 Noah Porter, D. D., President of Yale University, in ** History of Hartford County,” vol i
P- 306,
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future fortunes in the growth and values of lands. In the years
1681 and 1682 he purchased additional tracts at Windsor.

The year 1681 witnessed the death of the venerable grand-
mother, Elizabeth Drake, who died on the 7th of October, at the
age of one hundred years.

John and Hannah Drake Higley now had a family of five chil-
dren. We indulge in the fancy of seeing the eldest, John, a boy
of eight years, standing beside the old armchair of his great-
grandmother, listening with gaping wonder to the stories of well-
nigh a century. Her life had been co-extensive with the stirring
events in the rise and progress of the Puritans’ colonization.

What ¢ grandmother tales” she could tell! not old wives’
fables, but entertaining historic reminiscences. Is it any sur-
prise that we have traditions ? And why not give them their due
weight and credence ? It has recently been said that ‘ obscure
memories and vague traditions are powerful forces in our social
fabric.”' The tendency of the day to original inquiry and his-
toric facts obtained from actual record, has, perhaps, produced an
inclination to underestimate the importance of this kind of
material. These old lives spanned each other many years,
repeating and linking together successive periods of history, and
we cannot but maintain that they conveyed a vast amount of
truth ; and, while we readily admit that there were many errors
and inaccuracies, we recognize all the way along a stratum of
well-grounded fact which deserves due regard.

Books were very scarce in the days of Grandmother Drake, and
newspapers there were none; consequently the range of conver-
sation upon present events was naturally limited; however, there
was little room in her mind for dwelling upon the ordinary
matters of the neighborhood, or upon visionary things.

Her eventful life had been made up of actual realities, which
were no myth. As she sat, day after day, she must have readily
recalled a thousand memories of the long, long past years—her
recollections went so far back that they were beyond the reach of
everybody.

We learn of no lament falling from her aged lips over past
hardships. Her heroism had never failed. The sweet-winged
angel, Faith, had buoyed her from first to last, and she walked
through the vicissitudes of the Puritan’s life gazing upward.

1 Hon. Thomas F. Bayard, Secretary of State, Speech at Holland Society Annual Meeting,
New York, 188¢.
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She could tell of her girlhood days among the charming land-
scapes of the Devonshire hills looking out upon the waters of the
changing sea, of how they had,long years ago, heard strange tales
from the ‘‘sea kings,”” and fishermen, and fur merchants, of the
wild shore beyond the great ocean; then how they were marked
for persecution, and of the dark years that preceded the dawn
and epoch of their religious liberty, of severing the loved ties in
their native land, of the remarkable sea voyage, when they were
helplessly tossed in storm and wave, the fright and conjectures
whenever a sail appeared upon the horizon, about supposed
Spanish privateers, which were infesting the seas; of seventy-two
days of continuous ¢ feasts of devotion” which the floating,
homeless church enjoyed with its voice uplifted in song above
the roar of the billows—the fire of powerful sermons preached
twice each day; and, finally, when land was descried, with what
joy they, greeted ‘‘the smell of the shore, like the smell of
a garden.”?

She could speak of the sense of isolation which stole secretly
into their hearts, and the high pitch of courage required, as they
neared our unfamiliar coast where

‘“ the ocean eagle soared
From his nest by the white wave’s foam ;
And the rocking pines of the forest roared
This was their welcome home ! ”

Then, in our imagination, came her narratives of the dreadful pri-
vations, makeshifts, adventures, and escapes through which they
passed during their life among wild savages—*‘‘the heathen,”
as they called them ; how these intruded themselves into their
homes whenever they inclined to open the door and walk stealthily
in without even knocking ; meddled with everything they fancied
to lay their hands upon, and wrapping themselves in their bear-
skins would lay themselves down to sleep upon the floor in front
of the great fireplace.

Mrs. Drake could well remember these savage rovers when
they became fierce and treacherous, how they tortured to death
and tomahawked the settlers on the river, and ¢ wore headbands
made of the fingers and toes of their victims,” the thrilling excite-
ments in the settlements when they kidnapped and carried off
into the dark wilderness neighbors and little children, and the

1 Winthrop's Letters.
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dreadful horrors these endured, and how stout hearted women
used the musket in defense when needful.

Grandmother Drake had many a true story to relate of packs
of hungry wolves and other wild beasts of the thickets close to
her dwelling, howling and snarling at night, just outside the door.
But her best stories must have been about real, live, so-called
““witches,” who haunted the neighborhood—no mere phantoms,
but women whom they believed were intimate with evil spirits,
and saw and heard things supernatural, who did an endless string
of things which upset the community.

Her voice no doubt trembled ‘as she sometimes talked with the
older people of the gloomy news that often reached them from
the motherland in that remarkable age in the history of Eng-
land, the disorder and turmoil that prevailed at periods in the
political world, the insecurity of government, and the grievous
suspense they endured between the long intervals of the ships
coming bearing news from home—sweet home.

But now the eventful journey of Elizabeth Drake’s life was
closed. A wild informal beauty surrounded the scene as they
laid her to her slumbrous rest. Itwas early autumn. The corn-
tassels were brown, and the stocks were golden. All nature was
ripe and mellow. A glorious luxuriance in color clothed the
boughs of the great forest trees, and the bushes which fringed the
majestic river, upon whose banks, as ‘‘a pilgrim and a stranger,”
she had found a home. Its waters glistened between the brilliant
foliage in sight of her resting place. The sun reddened the
western sky, and covered the summits of the rich valley with a
glow. The birds, in flocks, were passing high in the air, migrat-
ing to a sunnier home. The wind-breezes blew a little wild
among the giant pines, and furnished the music which wafted her
away in holy triumph, as she took new wing and went onward to
another world and another life.

And so she parted—our last old Puritan grandmother—Ieaving
behind her, from the blossoms her life had yielded, a rich fruitage
of hope, courage, and devotion.

‘I am the last. Once more we are complete,
To gather round the Paschal feast. My place
Is near my Maker., My Lord!
How bright Thou art, and yet the very same
I loved on earth ! ’Tis worth the hundred years
To feel this bliss! So, lift me up, dear Lord,

Unto Thy bosom. There shall I abide.”
~—St, John, the Aged.



CHAPTER X.

SIMSBURY, CONN.

And from this ancient town, went forth men
‘Whose deeds, recorded by the pen—
Became historic. Their unfiinching faith,
Endurance, and amazing hardihood,
Set the great seal of deathless Industry
Upon their labors ; carving for themselves,
With cumbrous ploughshare.
—The Titles of a True Nobility.—A. E. JeNks.

IT was about the year 1683 that John Higley’s attention was
turned toward the settlement at Massacoe,’ nine miles distant,
for his future home. The rich meadows upon the banks of the
noble stream—the Tunxus, now the Farmington, which was
swarming with myriads of fish, and the rich wooded upland slopes,
gave to his far-seeing eye future promise of prosperity.

As early as March 11, 1663, the grandfather, Deacon John
Moore, with Captain Benjamin Newberry and Edward Griswold,
all residents of Windsor, were appointed by the General Assembly
a committee ‘‘to lay out the undivided lands at Massacoe, to such
inhabitants of Windsor as desire and need it,”* and ¢‘in 1667 the
first grants given by this committee, of which any record exsists,
were made.”*

Among those who secured estates thus granted, was John Drake,
the father-in-law of John Higley. The following year, October
1668, the General Court ordered, ‘¢ that Massacoe, which hitherto
hath been an appendix to the towne of Windsor, may be improved
for the making of a plantation ; and Capt. Benjamin Newberry,
Deacon John Moore, and Mr. Simon Woolcott, the present Com-
mittee for the grant of those lands, are desired and empowered
by the Court to the further planting of the same, and to make
such just orders as they shall judge requisite for the well ordering
of the sayd Plantation, so they be not repugnant to the publique
orders of this Colony.”*

The first acknowledged deed given formally by the Indians, and
having the sanction of the General Assembly, was not executed

1 The Indian name for Simsbury. 3 Phelps’ * History of Simsbury.”
3% Connecticut Colonial Records,” vol. i. p. 397. 4 ** Connecticut Colonial Records.”
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until twelve years later—1680, though ¢‘the Inhabitants had held
quiet possession without interruption for some years previous.”

The year before his removal to Simsbury, John Higley’s name
was ‘‘propownded” to the General Assembly, May 10, 1683, for
admission as freeman. There is no explanation given why he
deferred his application until he was near thirty-four years of age.
He was ‘“accepted " at the following term of the Court in October.

The act of the Assembly under which the Connecticut colonial
residents were given this franchise at this time required, ‘‘that
they present themselves with a certificate under the bands of y°
maior, and of the Townsman where they live, that they are per-
sons of civil, peaceable, and honest conversation, and that they
attain the age of 21 years, and have 20, estate beside their
person, in the List of estate, and that such persons so qualified to
the Court’s approbation shall be presented at the October Court
and admitted after y® election at the Assembly in May. And in
case any freeman shall walk scandalously or commit any scandalous
offence, and be legally convicted thereof, he shall be disfranchised
by any Civill Courts.”?

On the 22d of August the same year (1683) occurred the
happy birth of his daughter, Hannah, who was destined, years later,
to become the mother of Connecticut’s first governor, America’s
distinguished ‘¢ Brother Jonathan” of Revolutionary fame,*® and
grandmother and great-grandmother to others of Connecticut’s
chiefest and most notable citizens, including two governors, and
one signer of the Declaration of Independence.

About this time John Higley became involved in a lawsuit, evi-
dently in connection with his warehouse transactions. In Septem-
ber, 1681, Joseph Trueman recovered judgment against him for
twenty-six gallons of ¢ Rume,” and cost of court, amounting to
A1 10s. 6d. The execution was levied upon two hundred and
seventy-one yards of ‘‘old statute lace.” The General Assembly
repealed this judgment at the May session, 1683, because Trueman
thought the value of the lace was not equal to the amount of the
judgment, and Trueman was given liberty to apply to the Court of
Assistants, The litigation in this case continued through a period
of several years.'

The precise date in 1684 of John Higley’s removal with his

1 ¢ Connecticut Colonial Records.”

2 ¢ Connecticut Colonial Records,” 1665-77.

8 See sketches of Hannah Higley Trumbull, p. 105, and Governor Jonathan Trumbull, chapter
1viii.
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family to Simsbury cannot be ascertained. Legal documents
upon record, concerning purchases of land with which he was con-
nected, clearly state that he was a ¢ resident of Windsor ”” on the
4th of March in that year (1684). His homestead farm at
Simsbury was secured at two purchases, the first from Samuel
Brooke in March, 1684, and the remainder on the 2d of Sep-
tember of the same year from George Griswold. Since the
deed to that purchased from Griswold includes the dwelling,
barns, and other buildings, and in the December following he is
found to have become a permanent resident of Simsbury, it is
conclusive that he removed from Windsor and took possession of
his new abode early in the autumn of 1684. The property was
known as the ¢ Wolcott-farm.”

A very old record shows that this was a part of the original
tract of land ¢ laid out” to Simon Wolcott, January 28, 1675.
It gives to Wolcott ¢“land which lyeth adjacent to his house-lott
(which house lott, by a previous grant contayned 5 acres and 64
rods) and Contayned by estimate Twenty Accres, one Roode, and
two perchase.”?

Mr. Simon Wolcott afterward added lands to this tract. He
occupied the property until about the year 1680, and one of its
chief glories has been that it is claimed to have been the birth-
place of Governer Roger Wolcott.> The house also bears the
distinction of having been the first licensed place at Simsbury for
the sale of liquors. Wolcott, while he was its owner, having been
‘¢ granted liberty to retayle spirits.”

John Higley finally became the purchaser of the entire farm,
which contained ninety-four acres, and additional adjacent lands.

For some reason Simon Wolcott had divided the property and
sold a part to Christopher Saunders of Rehobeth, Mass., and the
remainder to George Griswold of Windsor.

The early Land Records of Simsbury were accidentally burned
about the year 1684-85, and in many cases a second deed of
property, which had been previously placed upon record, is found
in the ancient Records as though given at a later date.”

1 From Book i. * Records of Simsbury.”

3 The Rev. Increase Tarbox, in the * History of Hartford County " by J. Hammond Trumbull,
states that Simon Wolcott removed to East Windsor in 1680, and that his son, Roger Wolcott, was
then an infant, one year old. Family tradition has long had it that about three years intervened
between Simon Wolcott’s sale of the estate and John Higley's purchase of the same.

M’ The lollowmg is taken from a statement in Book i. * Simsbury Land Records,” p. 26, dated
ay 1, 1688 ¢
“On March 4th 1683-4 John Higley of Windsor bought of Samuel Brooke, son of John Brookes,
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The estate was situated in the extreme northern part of the
present limits of Simsbury township, upon the direct road lead-
ing from the town to the old Newgate prison and copper-mines,
and half a mile above the spot where the road to the village of
Salmon Brook branches off. The property, which included this
farm, was purchased and presented to the town, in 1883, by
Amos R. Eno, Esq., for a ‘““home for the poor of the town,” and
is now known as the ‘ Town Farm.”!®

When owned by John Higley, it comprised rich bottom lands
of the Farmington River, including a sloping ridge, or uplands,
that bound the valley, which are said to have been covered by
stately pines. Pickeral Cove, which formed one of the boundaries,
is to this day a beautiful and romantic spot, and the ¢ little brook ”
mentioned in the deed is still a lively, dancing stream, whose
waters flow by in forgetfulness of its owner of two centuries ago.

The house and buildings were placed on the slope of the rising
land, looking across the valley, and stood upon the east side of the
road. Its quaint, old-fashioned exterior was distinctly remem-
bered by Dr. Lucius I. Barber and Mr. Newall Goddard of Sims-
bury, who were born and brought up near the site where it stood,
both of whom described it to the writer.

It was a good specimen of the better class of colonial home-
steads, and was far above the primitive dwelling-houses of those

late of Simsbury, Decd., land distributed to said Samuel Brookes from the estate of his father, as by
the ¢ honored Court Records may appear,’ a certain portion of land, which was the one-half iaterest
of the property known as the Wolcott farm, * for and in Consideration of a Valuable summe to him
payd and Secured.’

“ The Deed from Christopher Sanders of Rehobeth, Mass., to John Brookes of Windsor, of said
farm reads thus ; * Which sayd Farrae was bought by me, the said Christopher Sanders, of Simon
Wolcott of Windsor, the Whole farm being by estimation Ninety-four Accres.'”’

From Book i, **Simsbury Records”:

1, George Griswold . . . of Windsor, in consideration of the sum of one hundred and twenty
pounds, paid by John Higley of Windsor, have sold . . . the moiety of one half of a certain flarmme
which was formerly bought of Mr. Simon Wolcott of Windsor, the whole farm being by estimation
ninety-four acres more or less, situated on the westerly side of the river above the falls, and begins
at a little brook by the river side, which brook boundsit next to land I bought of John Griflen, 116
rods in breadth by the river,and runs from the river towards the upland 130 rods ; the land
which was anyways granted or given to Simon Wolcott by the Inhabitants of the said town of Sims-
bury, together with all buildings, edifices, fences, orchards, gardens, and all other r;:m*ts and appur-
tences, as also ; And moreover the moiety of one half of that parcel of land which Samuel Phelps
and I, the aforesaid George Griswold bought pf John Griffen, the whole being about twenty acres
lying on the same side of ye river and abutting S. W, on the Aforementioned farm, easterly by the
river, and north N. E. on Pickerall Cove.

‘¢ Dated ; This Second day of September, one thousand six hundred and eighty-four,

‘¢ [Signed]} GEORGE GRriswoLD."

An adjoining tract of land is recorded as follows : Y L

At a town meeting held ** March ye 24 1690, given to Lieut. John Higley a certain parcell of land
liing without the line that was laid out to "Mr. Samuel Wolcott, it is a kind of frog Pond ; alsoe
there is thirty acres of land joins sd Lieut. John Higley’s on his Brook between his land and
Salmon Brook path,” etc.

NoTe.—Many of the earliest papers concerning lands at Simsbury were burned in 1676. Dr.
Lucius I, Barber is authority for stating that there were also a number burned in an accidental
fire which occurred about 1684-85.

! The present buildings on the ** Town Farm '’ are upon the west side of theroad, nearly opposite
to the spot where John Higley's house stood.
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early times. This one is described as a substantial frame struc-
ture, commodious in size, two stories in front, the rafters of
whose roof slanted downward in the rear to within eight or ten
feet of the ground. This rear part of the building was called
‘¢ the lean-to.”

There was one massive chimney, which it is stated was full
twelve feet square, and stood like a great tower directly in the
center of the roof. The fireplace was eight feet wide, and
several feet deep, built of stone laid in clay. The chimney was
topped with brick brought from England. The windows were
small, after the style of the times, containing window-panes
6" X 8", and were three panes wide.

‘ These homes,” says Eggleston, ¢ had an air of domesticity—
of large and elegant domesticity, but still they looked like Zomes,
the homes of people of sense, and taste, and character.” !

A few venerable apple trees, which have leaved and budded at
the springtime of years numbering almost a century, which were
probably planted by John Higley’s grandchildren, are all that is
now left to mark the spot where stood the old homestead which
has long since disappeared. It was torndown in the year 1827 by
Alexander Holcombe, who was at that time the owner of the farm.

It was here that Captain Higley’s son Joseph was born, and this
was also the birthplace of his son Samuel, who has become a char-
acter of national interest, as the designer and manufacturer of the
earliest American copper coin put into circulation. It was also
within its walls that his daughter Mindwell was born.

John Higley afterward purchased adjoining tracts and addi-
tional lands, until his estates in the northern part of Simsbury
township extended from the town of Simsbury to the village of
Salmon Brook, and thence running east across the Farmington
river, included some of the best meadow lands in the township,
and the present site of Tariffville.

This region of country, extending full four miles along the
river north and south, and from the river to the West Mountain,
a distance of at least 334 miles in another direction, was after-
ward called Higley-town, and was so known for more than
150 years. He was also the possessor of lands at a settlement
a few miles away, called Scotland, and at Turkey Hills, and
Windsor. An excellent map of Simsbury, made by order of the
Connecticut General Assembly in 1730, the original of which

1 Edward Eggleston, in Te Century, 1883.
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is still in existence, shows Higley-town marked with beautiful
clearness, and indicates the dwellings contained in the entire
township, with the names of the land-owners, among whom are
a large number of the Higleys of the second and third generations,

Upon his removal to Simsbury, John Higley’s usefulness in his
new sphere of life is soon apparent.

On the 24th of December, 1684, a committee was appointed by
the town meeting to provide for and superintend ¢ Y* finishing
of y° Meeting House, with full power,”! etc. This committee
consisted of the townsmen, and John Higley. The following
summer a committee was chosen ‘‘for y° procuring of a
minister,” the Rev. Mr. Stow declining ‘‘to stay no longer than
to mak up his four Years which will terminate said he in the
middle of October.” The record reads as follows :

“August 14, 1685.—At a Town-Meeting of the Inhabitants of
Simsbury there was a Committee chosen by the Inhabitants
thereof who have full power by virtue of this vote to choose and
look after and procure a Minister for the s® town of Simsbury
and give him suitable Incouragement according to our capacity ”?

This committee consisted of nine persons, one of whom was
John Higley.

By a subsequent vote of the town the committee was con-
tinued, and John Higley was delegated by this committee, as its
messenger, ‘‘to treat with Rev. Mr. Emmerson or Other suitable
person for the right discharge of the ministeriall function,” and
authorized unanimously by vote, ‘“to tender fifty pounds
annually,” and if he could not be prevailed upon to come on
these terms, ‘then sixty pounds” were to be offered. He was
also invested with considerable latitude in the offer of certain
lands to anyone whom he might consider a ¢ suitable man for
the place,” in case Mr. Emmerson did not accept.
~ In December, 1685, he was chosen ¢‘townsman,” and was
re-elected to the position after this almost every year until 1692.
Upon the 31st of the same month he was made one of a com-
mittee to ‘‘lay out, state, and settle ” matters concerning fenc-
ing, ‘‘in some just and equitable way.”

There was no end to the vexations and annoyances incident to

1% Simshury Records of Town Meetings,” book i. p. 34.
3 “Simsbury Records of Town Meetings,”” book i. p. 42.
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life in an unsettled wilderness. The lands were not defined at
this time by settled boundaries, and there was little or no fencing,
and great trespasses and contests were practiced. Later on,
after fencing had been ordered, but had not been attended to by
the inhabitants, John Higley, with his associate ¢‘Selek men of
Simsbury,” in behalf of the townspeople offered a petition to the
“‘Generall Assembly,” in which they portray in pitiful complaint
the imposition of their neighbors’ ¢¢horses, catell and swine,”
which were permitted to roam at large, saying :

¢“Qur Cornfields lye exceedingly hazzardous and our labors be
distroyed, as we are Yearly so Distroyed and devoured one of
another that it is most grevious : which if there be not some
speedy care taken of us that our meadows and cornfields be
secured, and our crops preserved, we shall bee very much
empoverished : neither shall we bee able to carry on any publique
duties, either in eccleasticall matters or civill effayres, . . . so that
in sense thereof we do most earnestly begg, pray and Implore this
honnered Court to take vs, and our most sadd estate, into your
serious Considerason and find out some way for our reliefe and
welfare. . . so that we pray and entreat your worships to afford
us some reliefe. And in hopes shall crave leave to subscribe
ourselves your humble petitioners.”?

Serious questions arose as to the validity of the Indian titles
under which the lands of Simsbury were then held. To settle
these questions the governor, Robert Treat, by authority
and direction of the General Assembly, issued, March 11, 1686,
a Patent of the township of Simsbury to eight proprietors and
their associates; and one of these eight proprietors named in the
patent was ‘“Mr John Higley.”? The Patent was again con-
firmed by Act of the General Assembly in 1703, while Captain
John Higley was yet living.

From this period (1686) to the close of his life, he was
a leading spirit in the town, and prominent in the annals of
public affairs in the colony. Except in those of the Church, his

1 Phelps’ * History of Simsbury,” p. 79.

2 The names appearing in this original Patent of Simsbury, are: “ Major John Talcott, Capt.
Benjamin Newberry, Ensign John Terry, Mr. John Higley, Mr Joha Case, Mr Joshua Hol-
combe, Mr Samuel Wilcox, and Mr Thomas Barber.”

A duplicate copy of this Patent, recorded on parchment, is in the hands of Miss Emma Higlev
of Vermont, which has descended with other relics left by Captain John Higley.

5
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name appears upon the records in connection with nearly all of
the important interests of his time.

While his career was one marked by stanch integrity, justice,
and truth, and the utmost fidelity to any cause that he espoused,
his religious communion appears to have been in the invisible
world, and not as a member of the Puritan church organization.
His name, as thus connected, is not to be found upon any church
records or in private papers, and even tradition is silent.? There
is, however, no proof that there was infidelity in his mind. He
lived in the Christian faith. But his religion was more a matter
of life than of creed, of deeds than of outward profession.

The town meeting in those days managed all ecclesiastical
affairs, and through this channel he was active in means pertain-
ing to public worship. He contributed faithfully to the support
of the Church—the law requiring the minister’s rates to be col-
lected by the same methods as the rates for the town. In the
Windsor meetinghouse he was assigned a seat, by the ¢ Seating-
Committee,” April 13, 1681, in the ¢first gallerie,” for which he
appears to have paid four shillings.

Unhappily there was a bitter contention in the old Windsor
Society, and a lack of unanimity, covering a period of several
years during John Higley’s residence there, and he was probably
never attracted, in this state of things, to become personally iden-
tified in membership with the church.

The tranquillity and peace of the churches in the colonies were
disturbed by controversies about the grounds for admission to
church membership, baptism, and other doctrinal issues, and at
Windsor there had been a long period of seething discontent and
inharmony upon the question of repairs of the meetinghouse,
which resulted in contention and bitterness. The participators
in the contending parties upon one side were Jacob and Job
Drake, and John Moore, Jr., the uncles of Hannah Drake
Higley, who took their prominent part, as did other influential
families with whom John Higley was in daily association—among
whom were the Wolcotts, Captain Newberry, the Loomises, Gris-
wolds, Bissells, and Phelpses.

At Simsbury there was a prolonged contention, lasting several
years, concerning the location of a needed house for worship.
The unhappy differences were finally settled ¢“at a solemn meet-

1 “ Church membership, as in Massachusetts, was not a requisite qualification in the Connecti-
cut colony, for a freeman.”’—Pitkin's History, p. 44.
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ing on y® 24th of May 1683,” by ‘‘too PaPers put into y°® hatt,”
which were ¢ Drawne by ye lott,”! and at the time of John
Higley’'s removal to the place the following year, the meeting-
house, a building 28 X 24 feet, was erected, but stood unfinished. .
It was located upon the west side of the river just across the
road, or street, which now runs by the ancient Hop-Meadow
burying-ground. As has been before stated, his first appoint-
ment by the town meeting, after coming to Simsbury, was to
serve with ‘“the Selek-men for the finishing of the house,” which
was accomp]ishe'd in 1685.

In due time ‘‘a floor was laid, seats or benches furnished,
and a pulpit built.” It was eleven years after this before the
building was ceiled, and supplied, for the first time, with windows
and a gallery. ‘‘It was never painted—though the town once
voted ‘to daub it.” This house was used for public worship
and town meetings nearly sixty years.”?

At the time that John and Hannah Drake Higley became
residents in Simsbury, ‘‘ Rev. Mr. Samuel Stow” was preaching
in the place. His salary was fifty-six pounds a year. ¢‘The
town agreed with Samuel Adams for to get Mr. Stow’s firewood
for a whole year compleat, and for his reward he is to have L3,
125" Thomas Barber received ten shillings yearly ‘‘for the
beating of the Drumme on the Sabboth Dayes.” *

The Rev. Samuel Stow remained but a brief period, and in
1687 John Higley was again active in behalf of the town meeting
in securing the services of the Rev. Edward Thompson. In
June of that year Mr. Thompson ‘‘was employed to preach,
though not as a Settled Pastor.”* He came with his family, from
Cape Ann, Mass.

1 Old Simsbury Records.
2 Phelps’ ** History of Simsbury,” p. 47.

3 Simsbury Public Records.
4 Old Records of Congregational Church Society, Simsbury.



CHAPTER XI.

PUBLIC LIFE OF CAPTAIN JOHN HIGLEY.
Man's true fame must strike from his own deeds,—MIDDLETON.

In political affairs the colonies were in disturbed relations with
the transatlantic power. In 1685 Charles II. died and James II.
came to the throne of England. James followed in the wake of
Charles as a tyrant. He soon began measures to have the Ameri-
can colonies surrender their patents, and to unite them into prov-
inces under a governor-general appointed by the Crown. In 1686
the Connecticut General Assembly sent a petition to the king by
a special representative, praying for the privilege to continue
its charter. The royal government turned a deaf ear to the
request.

Sir Edmund Andros arrived in Boston in December of the same
year, to assume the position of governor-general over New Eng-
land. On the 31st of October, 1687, Andros, with a company of
soldiers, came to Hartford while the General Assembly was in
session, to which body he was courteously escorted by the train-
bands. Ensign John Higley was present. Andros demanded the
Connecticut charter, which, after a heated debate, prolonged until
nightfall, was brought into the Assembly chamber and laid upon
the table.? Suddenly the lights were extinguished, ‘‘leaving the
chamber in complete darkness,” during which the charter was
spirited away.

“ The tradition is that Captain Joseph Wadsworth was the chief
actor in this episode, The act has given his name a worthy place
among those honored by Connecticut as patriots and heroes.”?
But that Captain Wadsworth had his helpers in the ¢“irregular
proceeding,” who were at hand to assist in this shrewdly managed
action, is plain to be seen. ;

1 The following entry in the Colonial Records doubtless has reference to this scene:

“Sundry of the Court desiring the Patent or Charter might be brought into.the Court, the
Secretary sent for it and informed the Governor and Court that he had the Charter, and
showed it to the Court, and the Governor bid him put it in the box again, and lay it on the table,
and leave the key in the box, which he did forthwith.”"—Hollester's History of Connecticut.

2 “The Story of the Charter Oak,” by W. I. Fletcher, Librarian, Connecticut Historical Society.
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Old private MS. in the hands of the Higley descendants state
positively that the document was given to their honored ances-
tor, John Higley, that he mounted his horse and galloped off with
it to Higley-town, where he kept it secreted six weeks, before it
finally found its hiding-place in the hollow of the since famous oak
tree in Hartford.

That there was a duplicate copy of the charter is well known,
and whether this may have been the prize preserved by our worthy
hero cannot be stated; indeed, it is not known how authentic is the
story, which comes down to us direct, of his fast horseback ride
through the forests bearing the valuable parchment to Higley-
town; but since it is both possible and creditable, true to the old
tradition we record it here, knowing that John Higley was a
man equal to any great emergency, possessing bouyancy and great
tact, full of clear grit and defiant courage.'

"The times were stirring, and the prominent men were on the
keen alert during the critical situation, more especially that it
had been declared that the titles of the colonists to their lands
were of no value, and Andros had said that Indian deeds were
no better than ¢#ke scratch of a bear’s paw.’”* Indeed many
proprietors of lands ‘‘were obliged in many instances to take
out new patents for their estates, for which a heavy fee was de-
manded.” It would seem a matter of course that, as a public-
spirited man, Ensign John Higley would be in Hartford watching
with eager interest the proceedings. His fortune and his prop-
erty were at stake. Besides, his military duties demanded his
presence in.Hartford with the train-band, of which he was a mem-
ber, these having been ordered to the town on the day in question.
He was also a member of the General Assembly.

Whether or not we may receive it as a quiet reward, or recogni-
tion of his gallant deed, we find John Higley soon after commis-
sioned by Governor Robert Treat as an officer of the militia,

1 * The extinguishment of the lights,” says Fletcher, “and the removal of the Charter had
been the act of a few private individuals, whose desire to save the precious document ex-
ceeded their fear of the conseq; to th Ives of a rash and dangerous attempt. It was long
before it was prudent to have the names of these men known, and the necessity goes far to ex-
plain the haziness of the history which has come down to us.”

“To complete the chapter it only remains to add that government under the Charter was
resumed in 1689, when, on the news of the revolution in England reaching Boston, Andros
had been arrested and imprisoned.”"—Fletcker’s Story of the Charter Oak.

¢ Connecticut obtained from the most able lawyers in England an opinion that the colony, not
having surrendered the Charter under seal, and no judgment being entered on record, the Charter
was not invalidated.””—Barber's Historical Collections, p. 23.

¥ ¢ Connecticut Historial Collections,” by John Warner Barber.
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and bearing the distinction of ensign.’ This was, at that
time, the highest military official in the town.

If a man played a distinguishing part in administrative affairs in
those old days, it was a guarantee that he was of good character
and good habits, and possessed well-balanced abilities; directed to
ends valuable to the Commonwealth. Repeated and successive
promotions signalized John Higley as having qualities of good fel-
lowship which commanded the admiration and confidence of his
townspeople and political associates.

On May 21, 1688, he was chosen ‘‘commissioner for Sims-
bury.”? This invested him with the power of a public civil
officer for his town, whose duty was ‘¢ the dispensation of justice.”
In August, 1687, he was chosen deputy to the General Assembly,*®
and was elected to a seat in that body as a representative for
thirty-seven terms, held during the twenty-two years following.
During this long period of legislative service he received various
appointments on committees of importance. '

In May, 1690, the number of Simsbury soldiers having been in-
creased, he was promoted by the General Court to the grade of lieu-
tenant,* and in 1691 he was again recorded by act of the General
Assembly a ¢‘ commissioner,” which office he held by successive
annual elections until the colonial legislature at the May term in
1693 ‘‘ provided by law ” a *“ Commission for Justices,” ® replacing
the office formerly known as commissioner. To this office he
received the first appointment for Hartford County, and filled it
by annual election for twelve successive years. In 1710 he was
appointed a ¢ Justice of the Quorum,” an office akin to the county
court. ¢“Thus,” says Dr. L. I. Barber, ‘‘ he was the first citizen
of Simsbury to hold the several offices of ¢ Commissioner,’ ¢ Justice
of the County Court,” and ¢ Captain of the Malitia.” ”

During these busy years in public affairs his comprehensive
grasp and persistent industry caused his vocations to be diverse

apd numerous. In addition to serving upon important com-
€

1 *¢ Connecticut Colonial Records.”

2 % May 21,1688.—At a General Town Meeting of the Inhabitants of Simsbury Mr, John Higley
was chosen Commissioner for the Town of Simsbury, to attend to those Offices as by Law required
of such Commissioners, and he is to serve in ye place till ye next May come Twelve Month.”"—
Simsbury Records, book i. p. 65.

3¢ General Court held at Hartford, Conn., October 10, 1687 ; Ensign John Higley, Deputy for
Simsbury."'—Connecticut Colonial Records.

4 ' May term 16g0.—John Higley is allowed Lieutenant, and Thomas Barber Ensign of Sims-
bury Train-band, and are to be Commissioned.”—Connecticut Colonial Records, vol. iv.

8 % Connecticut Colonial Records,” vol. iv.
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mittees of the General Assembly, he was constantly engaged in the
detail of town government. The town records abound in the use
of his name associated with its various interests. Among other
appointments it may be noted that he was again made chairman
of a committee early in August, 1691, ‘‘ to be active in ye procur-
ing of a minister,” the Rev. Edward Thompson ® declining longer
to serve as pastor of the church.

Among other town improvements he was granted liberty at
a town meeting held in February, 1697, ‘“to set up a saw mill
north on Bissell’s Brook,” and the following year, in partnership
with Daniel Adams, ‘‘ to set upa Dam and Grist Mill in any stream
in town that they may choose.” By papers recorded at the
settlement of his estate it is shown that he had been engaged in
obtaining tar and turpentine from his ‘¢ Pine plains.” Draft was
made upon his time by frequent appointments to ‘‘lay out”
lands. Among many appointments of like character, he ¢‘was
empowered” by the General Assembly in 1698 to ¢‘lay out” a
grant of two hundred acres to the Rev. Dudley Woodbridge, pas-
tor of the church at Simsbury, and the next year he was chosen
to “lay out to Mr. Henry Wolcott land formerly granted him.”

It must be remembered also, that he had a young and constantly
increasing family to provide and care for, and the wilderness was
in process of being turned into grain-bearing fields, while the
scarity of laborers was severely felt.

He was all the while doing conspicuous and honorable service in
the military line. In 1698, there now being nine files of soldiers,”
the number required to make up a full company, Lieutenant John
Higley was advanced, by act of the-General Assembly, to the rank
of captain : ‘“‘an office of great dignity in those days, and, with
a single exception, the highest then known in the colony—each
county having, as chief military officer, a sergeant-major.” ?

Training-day was usually a great public day. ‘It was in these
days, when the people were assembled, that the town business was
generally transacted. The train-bands contained sixty-four men,
and some had more than one hundred. No distinctive uniform was
required before the Revolution. The men were armed with fire-
locks [later called flint-locks] and pikes, swords and cutlasses.” *

! For further particulars concerning Rev. Edward Thompson, see chapter xxi.
2 Phelps' * History of Simsbury,” p. 83. Also ** Connecticut Colonial Records,” vol. v.

* Lieut. John Higley was confirmed Captn of the Train-band-in the Town of Simsbury, and
to be Commissioned Accordingly.”

3 Extracts from ‘‘History of Hartford County,” by J. Hammond Trumbull,
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As a matter of course, they carried the British flag. Our fore-
fathers were born and reared under the mother government, and
they at this time had not a thought of breaking away from her.
There was as yet no sight of ‘“star and stripe’’; our honored
spangled banner that to-day floats forty-four stars was not
then dreamed of.

““Those were the times when everything associated with the
community revolved more or less around the Church,” says
Senator Hawley, in a recent speech. ¢‘There were four great
men in these towns, the first selectman, the captain of the militia,
the preacher, and the schoolteacher. It was a military, if not a
warlike, people. They were up to every demand of the king.”*

“To the military organizations the meetinghouse was in some
sense the center. The minister was summoned yearly to
offer prayer upon the Green amid the assembled companies, and
invited to dine with the officers. Should it rain beyond endur-
ance on training-day, the meetinghouse was opened to protect
the soldiers from drenching. Its sacred walls have many a time
reverberated to drum and fife, and the tramp of files along the
aisles, while excited boys looked down from the gallery with won-
der at so strange a spectacle.”?

The morning of the 4th of August, 1694, dawned with a cloud
of heavy bereavement in the home of Captain John Higley; for it
was on this day that the death of his estimable wife, Hannah
Drake Higley, the beloved mother of his nine children, took
place. She became his wife at the age of eighteen, and during
the twenty-three years of their married life they had together
divided- many toilsome days. Itis safe to say that few, if any,
shadows had cast themselves over the domestic fireside. They
had had much sunshine both outside and inside their home, and
in material prosperity their feet had been on the continual ascent.

Hannah Drake witnessed the early struggles of her husband
while seeking to get a start in life, and shared in the great battle
of civilization, the dangers of a frontier home, the hard work, and
the cares and solicitude of a growing family; and had stood
strong while the husband and father had been occupied for several
years in public and political engagements. Every day of her

1 Hon. Joseph R. Hawley of Connecticut, at annual dinner, in New York City, of the New Eng-
land Society.

2 * History of Hartford County,” by J. Hammond Trumbull.

Training-day was a holiday observed so essentially the same in each town that had its military
company, that the description given of one will belong to all.— Ep.
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whole existence had been passed in the wilderness. She was
born and bred within the nightly sounds of howling wolves, and
was familiar with the prowling habits of the bear and the native
wild animals of the forests. She had no practical knowledge of
life away from the privations and inconveniences attendant upon
the pioneer. She knew what it was to singe her hair, blister
her hands, and scorch her clothing while cooking over an open
fireplace, a method now growing to be known only in the hunter’s
camp and in history. The tread of her foot and the spinning-
wheel performed accompanying parts in the round of her daily
duties, and her busy hands managed the loom. The minister,
the teacher,’ and the meetinghouse had been almost her only
instructors. Yet she had a long lineage back of her, gifted
with superior intellectual abilities, and with such antecedents and
home-training, it is not surprising that her mind was cultivated to
a considerable degree. Her parents and grandparents knew on
coming to the wilderness that no greater stigma could rest upon
them than that of leaving their children without the opportunity
of an ordinary education, but for the most part it was the boys of
the Puritan households, and not the girls, who received these
advantages. The schoolhouse was planted simultaneously with
the church.? The course of education was limited to elementary
groundwork, These were thoroughly taught; though it may be
doubted whether Hannah Drake was ever a schoolgirl.®

The original old Puritans with whom her girlhood was spent,
and their sons and daughters who emigrated with them, brought to
the new country habits of intelligent observation and discussion,
and shared with their children around the table the results of
their acquaintance with the world; these children were taught to
listen intelligently. From these Hannah would naturally imbibe
the knowledge that there was in the somew/ere, a moving, restless,
and busy world; but she had never seen it—her only glimpse of
it had been at the stately ships which came to and fro into the
Windsor port.

1 An installed teacher was connected with many New England churches in the early times.
‘* It was the general opinion that the pastor’s work consisted principally in exhortation; but the
teacher’s business was to teach, explain, and defend the doctrines of Christianity.””—Baréer's
Historical Collections, p. 128.

2 Schools were at once established, By an early statute it was ordered that “every town con-
taining thirty families shall maintain a school to teach reading and writing, and that every county
town should have a Latin school. The pupils were grounded in reading, writing, and the cate-
chism."—History of Hartford County, by J. Hammond Trumbull, p. 354.

# Old business accounts and receipts evidence that Captain Higley's daughters were taught the
clementary brauches of education.
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And yet, though she knew no people but a community ¢ cradled
in Christian faith,” and swarms of dusky Indians, she was familiar
with the sea and its wonders, through voyages made by her
kindred and those made by her husband. She must have been
intelligently acquainted with social and political affairs, both
in Great Britain and the Colonies, which were much talked of
themes in every home circle, and in her father’s house she had
always had the rare advantage of the constant association and
instructive conversation of the Rev. Mr. Wareham,® a man of
high culture and superior attainments. And she shared too in
the friendship and everyday interests of life with the Griswolds,
the Wolcotts, and other notable families who were originally from
the cultivated homes of England.

Such a life, trained in an industrial education, quickened the
faculties, heightened the abilities, and gave that'firmness of
character which adorned the women of those times.. As her
children came into her arms one by one, no doubt her aspirations
for them reached above the tree tops that swung over the roof of
her home in the forests, and beyond the thickets and briers and
brush that belted their domain.

And now that she had folded her arms and laid her down, and
the grave closed over her while they were all yet young, she had
done well her work. Every one of her children, as time brought
them to mature years, took an honorable, and most of them a
prominent position in interests connected with Church and com-
munity, and were living evidences of the united care and training
of their parents, as well as of the worthy example they set before
them in right living.

Her grave, if it ever had a memorial stone, cannot be found—
every vestige of it has been swept away by Time, that

‘“ Old ruin-maker, gnawer of tombstones,
Father of buried centuries :
Who dost not hesitate to lay thine
Envious tooth upon the hardest monuments
That man hath reared.”

The following entry is preserved in the ancient Records at
Simsbury:*

‘ Mrs. Hannah Higley, whose maiden name was Drake, departed this life in ye
year of our Lord God 1694, August 4 day.”

1 See chapter iii. 2 Book 1i. leaf 3.



CHAPTER XII

CAPTAIN JOHN HIGLEY’S SECOND MARRIAGE.—LIFE'S ACTIVITIES,

A good life writes its own memorial and tablet day by day.—HenNrRY WaRD BERCHER.

CartaIN JoHN HIGLEY did not resume his seat in the General
Assembly the year succeeding his wife’s decease,—1695,~—nor
again until the year 1698. It appears from the records that no
representatives were sent from Simsbury to'the May sessions of
1695—96. These, with the sessions of 169o and 1703, are the
only years in which he did not serve as a member of that legisla-
tive body from 1689 to 1711.

His second marriage took place about 1696. Sarah Strong
Bissell, who became his second wife, was the daughter of Return
Strong, of one of the good old families of Windsor, Conn. She
was an old acquaintance, and there existed a family connection,
her husband, Joseph Bissell, being a first cousin to John Higley’s
first wife, Hannah.

Sarah Strong Bissell was born March 14, 1666, and married
Joseph Bissell, July 7, 1686. Joseph Bissell was the grandson of
Deacon John Moore, Sr.  On both sides of Sarah Bissell’s family
she was of a lineage distinguished in Colonial annals for contain-
ing some of-the foremost characters of Puritan belief among the
founders of New England. Elder John Strong, her paternal
grandfather, is historically known as one of the first and most
active founders of the towns of Taunton and Northampton,
Mass.,' and upon her mother’s side she was the granddaughter

1 The Strong family in England was originally located in Shropshire. One of the family
married an heiress of Griffeth of the County of Caernarvon, Wales, in 1561. In 1596 he removed to
Taunton, Somersetshire, England, where he died in 1613, leaving a son, John, then eight ycars of
age, and a daughter, Eleanor. John Strong was born in Taunton, England, in 1603, whence he re-
moved to London, and afterwards to Plymouth. Having decided Puritan principles, he sailed from
Plymounth for the New World, March 20, 1630, in company with Revs. John Wareham, Maverick,
Mason, John Moore, the Drakes, and Roger Clap, in the ship #ary and Jokn. The grandfather
of Elder John Strong was, as tradition informs us, a Roman Catholic, and lived to a great age. In
1635, after having assisted in founding and developing the town of Dorchester, Mass., John Strong
removed to Hingham, Mass. Here his staK‘was short, as on December 4, 1638, he is found to be
an inhabitant and proprietor of Taunton, Mass. He remained at Taunton until 1645, and was
deputy to the General Court in Plymouth, Mass., 1641-44. From Taunton he removed to Windsor,
Conn., where he was appointed, with four others, * to superintend and bring forward the settlement
of that place.” 1n 1659 he removed from Windsor to Northampton, Mass., of which town he was
one of the founders. Sln Northampton he lived forty years, and was a leading man in the affairs of
the Church and the town. He was a tanner, and very prosperous in business. He was ordained
elder of the church, March 13, 1663, His first wife, whose name is not known, died on the pas-
sage to America, leaving two children. In December, 1630, he married Abigail Ford of Dorcester,
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of the Rev. John Wareham, who was the most distinguished
person who came to our shores in the.Winthrop fleet; if we except
Winthrop himself. Return Strong, her father, ‘‘was the sixth
child of Elder John Strong.® He was born in 1641 and on the
11th of May, 1664, married Sarah, daughter of Rev. Mr. Wareham.
He was a tanner by trade, and a man of large estates. His wife
died, Dec. 26th 1678, at the age of thirty-six years. Return
Strong removed in later years to Northampton, Mass., where he
died April gth 1726.”

Sarah was the eldest child of his family. Joseph Bissell, her
first husband, died August 3, 1689, leaving her a young widow
with one child—Joseph, Jr. On the 7th of December following,
four months after his father’s decease, another son was born,
whom she called Benoni,? ¢ the son of my sorrow.”

Mrs. Sarah Bissell assumed many responsibilities when she
entered the home of her husband, Captain Higley, with her two
children and became the second mother to his family of nine
children. They began life together with a household of eleven
children. It seems, however, that her intuitive mind coped well
with the great ‘task before her. As the duties came to her one
after another, both of a social and domestic nature, she faithfully
fulfilled them. It is easy to detect the results of her excellent
motherhood to her husband’s children as well as her own, espe-
cially the younger ones, by a decided religious influence growing
out of her life in the household. And she seems to have given
them the sympathy born of a true woman’s love, since we find
them, both elder and younger, using affectionate terms respect-
ing her. It was always ‘“Our dear mother,” even in business
entries and transactions years later, of which there were many
after their father’s decease.

In 1697 Captain Higley’s tenth child was born, to whom was
given the name of her mother—Sarah.

¢ This was a year,” says Governor Wolcott, ¢‘of great scarcity
and mortality. The summer was cool and cloudy—not a month

with whom he lived fifty-eight years. She died the mother of sixteen children, July 6, 1688,
aged eighty. He died April 14, 1699, aged ninety-four years. He had eighteen children, fifteen
of whom had families. His son Thomas had sixteen children, Jedediah had fourteen, Samnel had
twelve, His grandson Jonathan had seventeen. His son Return Strong settled at Windsor,
Conn.—Condensed from History of the Strong Family, by B. W. Dwight.

1 ¢ History of Strong Family.”

2 Joseph Bissell, Jr., born March 21, 1687, lived to have a grandson, Benjamin Bissell, born October
1, 1720. Benoni Bissell lived to seventy-one years of age, and died August 26, 1761, an honored
and respected citizen, There are many reasons for the conclusion that both of these sons were
brought up with Captain John Higley’s family.
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without frost in it; the winter was very long and severe. In
February and March the snow was very high and hard. There
was a great cry for bread; the cattle perishing in the yards for
want; the sickness was very distressing and mortal.”* On the
1oth of November the same year, Rev. Dudley Woodbridge was
ordained pastor of the Simsbury church.

In the year 1698, Captain John Higley is again found a member
of the Colonial legislature. At the May session an act was passed
that the October sessions should afterward be held in New Haven.
This involved, for our legislator, a tedious journey on horseback,
through forest-lined bridle paths, the underbrush grown in
tangle mass, and across unbridged swollen streams, through
which he must swim his horse. This was the only method of
travel by land, in those times there being no wheeled vehicles.

The next year, 1699, occurred the birth of his son Nathaniel,
who is found upon record in after time as a man of fine abilities
and uprightness of character.

Captain Higley appears to have been pursuing his busy avoca-
tions with the energy that marked his earlier years. Marriages
are placed upon the records as having been performed by him,
and his appointments in local matters continued many and
various.

The cause of higher education was a subject discussed with
much earnestness by the learned minds in the colony, who,
grasping the needs of the future, saw that provision for mental
culture of their sons upon a more extended basis was essential
to the future elevation and prosperity of the rising generations.
It was also theirdesire that an educated ministry should be provided
for within the limits of the Connecticut Colony. The standard
at the schools had already deteriorated, and they. were no longer
cheerfully sustained. The result was the birth of Yale College.

In the year 1700, ten ministers, ‘‘nominated by general
consent, formed themselves into a society,” and proceeded to
carry out their project, among whom were two of Captain John
Higley’s closest friends and associates—the Revs. Samuel Mather
of Windsor and Timothy Woodbridge of Hartford. In October,
1701, the Connecticut Assembly passed an act to establish the
‘¢ Collegiate School,” which has since become the famous seat of
learning—VYale University. The charter ordained that the cor-
poration should consist of ministers only. The founding of the

1 Stiles' * History of Ancient Windsor.”
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institution becomes of interest in these pages from the fact that
Captain John Higley was a member of this legislature which
granted the charter; and less than five years later, being one of
the proprietors of the valuable mines at Copper Hill, was a lead-
ing member of the association which made the first appropriation
of funds toward the support of the institution. We fancy his
enthusiasm as very earnest in the subject of advanced educa-
tional opportunities for young men, since the after history of
his own large family shows that he was not negligent in pro-
moting its education, as far as was practicable under the limited
resources of that day.

The eventful changes which time always brings to a large
family came to the household of the Higleys. In 1701 twins
were born, Joshua and Josiah, one of whom-—Joshua—died an
infant of seven months; and during the same year the first mar-
riage took place, that of Jonathan, the second son, to Ann
Barber. In 1703 their daughter Abigail was born, and the fol-
lowing year two daughters were married, Katherine, a gifted
girl, married James Noble of Westfield, Mass., and Hannah
married Joseph Trumbull, and became the founder of a family
distinguished in American history through several generations.
A daughter who was named Susannah was born in 1705, and two
years later, on July 20, 1707, the youngest son and last child,
Isaac, was born. It was about this period that his eldest
daughter, Elizabeth, married Nathaniel Bancroft. ' Captain John
Higley was the father of sixteen children, fifteen of whom lived to
over twenty-one years of age, and thirteen married and had fami-
lies. The eldest and the youngest were thirty-four years apart.

Early in the new century an agitation arose in the Simsbury
community through the circulation of flying reports that the west-
ern slope of the Talcott Mountain contained.valuable deposits of
mineral, and was especially rich in copper ore. There are slight
historical intimations that this fact had previously been surmised,
but no definite discovery had yet been made.

These elevated lands, which have since been known as Copper
Hill, were yet undivided, and were still held by the original pro-
prietors of the town. They were in a wild state, frequented by
the Indians as a hunting-ground.

The ““Patent” of Simsbury, it will be remembered, which was
confirmed by the General Court to the proprietors in 1685-86, had
been reconfirmed by act of Court in 1703.
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Thomas Barber, John Higley, Samuel Wilcoxen, and John Case,
of the original patentees, were still living.

Near the close of 1703, at a town meeting, the following resolu-
tion was passed, which was entered upon the Records :!'

* There being a report made in the town-Meeting of eithor a silver or Copor min or minorall
found within the Lymitts of the township of Simsbury, eastwardly, as the town being moot
together December the 18th 1705, did mak chuse of Decon Holcomb and John Pettibone Junr. to
mak sorch for the same, bring in an account of the same to the next meeting.

“ Voted in the affirmative.”

The report of the above committee was evidently favorable,
though it is not found upon record. An association was formed,
composed of the landed proprietors of the town, and at a town
meeting held May 6, 1707,* the subject was taken up in a practical
manner. Various resolutions were passed, and different commit-
tees were appointed ‘“in referance to the coppor affaires now in
hand.” It was ‘‘propownded to the people to give their freedom
to chose a committee to treat with workman.” A contract was
drawn and presented at a ¢‘Subscribers’” meeting, held on the
17th of May, in which the association ‘‘agreed to pay the town 1o®
on each ton of copper produced which should create a fund for
educational purposes.” Two-thirds was appropriated for the sup-
port ‘““of an able schoolmaster” in Simsbury, and the other one-
third was voted to the ¢‘Collegiate School”—VYale. A certain
amount went to the Crown of England as revenue. ¢ The residue
of profits was to be divided among the partners pro-rata, accord-
ing to the amount of their respective shares.” Jonathan Higley,
the second son of Captain John Higley, was one of the signers to
the agreement.

An acrimonious controversy followed, between the proprietors
of the town and the townspeople, The pitch of excitement con-
cerning the valuable lands ran high, and there was sharp diver-
gence of opinion between the two factions claiming supreme
rights. A greatado was made over the richness of the ‘“find,” and
the people who laid claim believed themselves upon the verge of
immense wealth.

At this time Captain Higley owned the largest quantity of land
in the township, and was the heaviest taxpayer. Lieutenant
Thomas Barber—the father-in-law of his son Jonathan, who had
also increased his estates—stood nexton the list. Captain Higley
had now three sons who were men of full age,—John, Jonathan,

1% Simsbury Records,” book ii. p. 79. 3¢ Simsbury Records,* book ii. pp. 84, 8s.



68 THE HIGLEYS AND THEIR ANCESTRY.

and Brewster,—all landholders. The representation of the Higley
family was therefore very considerable. And, always vigilant in
business, it is a matter to be noted, how keenly alive they appear
to have been through this contest to their own family interests.
They were careful to be represented in all the meetings, and
generally some one of them had a place in the committees which
were appointed. On the 2g9th of July, 1707, a severe protest by
the ‘‘aristocratic” landed proprietors is recorded on the books,
claiming that ‘““The Towne by vote having sequestored the
coppor-mins that are commons in said towne of Simsbury for
their own benefit . . . and their having been some persons pre-
tending themselves to be the only proprietors of y° said copor
mines, have in a very disorderly Sacactilgious [sacrilegious ?]
manner given away the right and benefit of the said Coper mines,
to some persons which are unconcerned in the towne, which is
greatly to the disturbance of the peace of many principall persons
in S* towne, Pantentees, proprietors and Inhabitants. [Here
follows protest] against such unrighteous, and irregular, unjust
dealings and actions, and We do hereby protest against the .
[illegible] of all or any such unjust contracts, or votes of such
protenders, in our towne record books.’
[Signed] ‘JouNn HicLEY, Sen.

THos. BARBER, Sen,

SamueL WILCOXEN, Sen.

JouN GRIFFEN,

Joux HiGLEY, Jnr.

BrewsTER HIGLEY,” and

others.

The controversies over the copper-mining district were finally
carried to the General Assembly in 1709, when a commission
was appointed to settle them. For many years litigation was
going on, during which the proprietors of the town worked the
mines, or leased them to other parties who agreed to pay a per-
centage upon the ore produced.

In 1721 the mining lands were divided, and Captain John
Higley's sons came into possession of a fine tract of the mineral
section.?

These mines have since become famous, not only from the rich

? Book ii. * Simsbury Records,” p. 8s.
3 The reader is further referred to the sketch of Dr, Samuel Higley, p. 115.
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quality of the ore which they yielded, but as a prison fortress of
historic interest associated with the American Revolution. The
prison was called after the name of the ‘‘world-renowned ” prison
of London. Says Phelps: “There is an exciting fascination in
the eventful history of this Newgate of Connecticut.”?
“Animportant branch of the trade on the coast of New England
was furnishing the Royal navy with yards and bowsprits. White
pine trees over two feet in diameter were reserved for the navy, to
be used for masts, which were at that time made of one piece.”?
At the October session of the General Assembly, 1705, Captain
John Higley was chosen as one of ‘‘Sundry principall gentleman
in this and other governments to undertake the management of
procuring masts, and other navall stores for the supply of her
fleet (Lady Queen Ann) and other shipping of the nation.”?
Since the burning of Simsbury in March, 1676, the Indians had
not slumbered. The inhabitants had never been free from fear
and imminent danger of destruction, and were still obliged to
maintain constant watchfulness. Simsbury was yet on the fore-
line of civilization. The French were in possession of Canada,
and in every possible way they were moving the savages to attack
the English settlers. Roving bands were constantly skulking
through the dense forests, and were likely at any hour to suddenly
wreak vengeance upon those innocent of provocation for wrongs
they conceived somebody had done them. The parsonage at
Simsbury was fortified in 1690 ; and again in the year 1700 old
time frontier forts, or block-houses, were built. ¢‘In 1707 there
was an alarm spread that the Indians comtemplated an invasion
of the town, when the Assembly granted seven pounds from the
treasury to fortify it ; and the next year, a further grant of seven
pounds and six shillings was made, to pay the soldiers belonging
to Simsbury, who had been employed under Captain John Higley,
in the public service” It was also ordered about this time, that
‘“Two faithful and trusty men, as a scout, be out every day, to
observe the motions of the enemy.”*® One strong fortification
called Great Fort, the remains of which are still to be found, was
built in 1708, by order of the General Assembly, with colonial

1 This picturesque, historic spot, though now but little known, continues to be a place of intense
interest to the tourist. He will be well repaid to seek the attractive views from the Talcott Moun-
tains and Copper Hill, with its rock-hewn caverns fifty feet below the surface which are ruins
stored with remarkable relics of the past, and filled with tales of thrilling horror,—Eb.

2 Connecticut Colonial Records,” vol. iv. p. 52s.

3 Phelps’ ** History of Simsbury,” p. 33.
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funds, and was “located in Higley-town, probably through the
sagacity and legislation of our untiring hero, who would neglect
no opportunity for the direct benefit of his own immediate domain,
The garrison was within a half a mile of his house.

In the autumn of 1707 the community was thrown into a high
state of alarm and solicitude at the capture by the Indians of
Daniel Hayes, who was a neighbor of Captain Higley, and no
doubt on intimate friendly terms with his family. He wasa young
man, twenty-two years of age. He was carried to Canada and
sold, and there kept in captivity nearly six years before he could
succeed in getting released. During this time his experiences
were thrilling, and were sometimes attended with barbarity.
From the hour when he was kidnaped, near to his home, he heard
nothing from his relatives or friends, and they, hearing no tidings
of him, gave him up as dead. Every effort was made by the
people of the neighborhood to find the captive, but their pursuit
was without avail. The Indians finally sold him to a Frenchman
in Montreal, who kindly opened the way for him to earn money
to purchase his freedom, and sent an Indian guide to accompany
him down the Connecticut valley far enough to ‘“ point to him the
smokes of his friends, ¢the pale faces.””*

The recent defense in the warlike threatening, with French and
Indians, brought an increased burden of taxation, and caused even
greater scarcity of specie than had heretofore existed. The
colony had always been embarrassed for want of circulating cash.
There was little actual money passing. ¢‘Provision pay ” was
therefore resorted toas the legitimate exchange in business trans-
actions. On the town records it is seen, ‘‘that one Thomas
Bacon mortgaged his farm to Capt. John Higley, for the full and
just summ of £8 in current wheat, peas, and Indian Corn, at
equal proportions at current market price.” *

1 The following act was passed by the General Assembly, October, 1713: * Upon consideration
of the petition of Daniel Hayes of Simsbury, having been taken by the Indian enemie and carried
captive to Canada—praying for some releife : This Assembly do grant unto the petitioner the sum of
seven pounds to be paid him out of the public treasury of this Colony.”—Connecticut Colonial
Records.

A fuller narrative of Daniel Hayes than is here given, may be found in ‘‘ Newgate of Connecti-
cut,” p.103. He lived in the village of Salmon-Brook, to the good age of seventy-one, ** a thriving
agriculturist, and a respected citizen.” A monument, still standing, marks the spot of his last

resting-place in the village cemetery.
2 Book i. * Simsbury Land Records.”



CHAPTER XIIIL

LAST SCENES IN CAPTAIN HIGLEY'S LIFE.
Have left a name behind them.—Ecclesiasticus xliv. 8.

NUMEROUS transactions in the purchase and sale of lands, aside
from Captain John Higley’s public career, were apparently the
chief feature of his private business interests after his removal to
Simsbury. By judicious investments in lands he found himself,
in the prime of life, with large possessions—from the standpoint
of those times—of ever-growing values. For several years he
enjoyed the distinction of being the largest taxpayer in the
township, and as the owner of these estates his assessments
exceeded in amount those paid by any fellow-citizen. Before
his decease he settled lands upon those of his children who had
arrived at full age.

From business transactions found on record, it would seem
that he was yet in the midst of his engrossing interests as the
twilight of his active life was approaching, when night suddenly
fell—he left mortality and passed peacefully into the silent-land.
He lived three weeks beyond his sixty-fifth birthday. The entry
upon the Simsbury records is as follows :

“ Cap® John Higley departed this life August 25th 1714.”

Of the disease and illness which ended in his death, no mention
is made in private memoranda yet discovered, further than that
he was attended by his friend and physician, Dr. Samuel Mather
of Hartford, and that toward the last, probably when there was
grave apprehension that his life must be despaired of, Dr. Haston
was called into consultation. He was laid to rest by the side of
his brother-in-law, John Drake. His grave is yet to be seen in
the old Hop-Meadow (Simsbury) burying-ground, directly in the
rear of the site where the first meetinghouse of the town once
stood, and near to the tablet monuments of the Revs. Dudley and
Timothy Woodbridge.

- The tombstone is a neat red sandstone slab, standing two feet
71
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high, with a tasteful panel around the face of it, bearing the
following inscription :
Qaptt.
Jobn Migley
: "~ Died Hugust
25=1714
aged 66 pers.

From the ancient account book in which his executors kept
their accounts in the settlement of Captain Higley’s estate, we
extract some of the expenses incurred upon the occasion of his
death, mainly made up of the funeral costs, which contrast
strangely with the heavy funeral expenses of the present day.
The entries are in the clear-handed penmanship of his son, Dr.
Samuel Higley. The fact of the first and most important item
used on the day of his decease being rum, seems scarcely credible
in our day. Yet this was the custom in ‘“y®olden time.” ‘A
colonial funeral,” says Eggleston, ¢ deserved to rank as a festive
occasion—a time of much eating and a great deal of drinking.”’
The emblems of ‘“mourning ”” supplied consisted of black ribbon
for badges and trimmings. As the ten elder children were grown,
and the most of them were married, it is 11ke1y they provided
their own somber habiliments,

By special provision of the town meeting, a citizen stood
appointed #‘to mak coffins for our Townspeople.” ¢ Unkel
Holcom " set about making a coffin, while Mary Holcombe, who
appears to have been a useful busybody who repeatedly rendered
service in the household, invaded the kitchen to make ample prep-
aration for the expected funeral guests.

Rev. Timothy Woodbridge was at that time the settled pastor
of the church at Simsbury, but we cannot say whether or not
he officiated at the funeral sérvices. Some of the towns were
about this time deviating from the customs of the earliest New
Englanders, who ¢ followed the body in silence to the grave
without funeral service of any sort, lest they, ¢ confirme the popish
error that prayer is to bee used for the dead’;”' and it may
have been that the Rev. Mr. Woodbridge conducted prayers at
the house, or at the grave.

Captain John Higley’s will, the original copy of which is still
extant,” bears the date, May 6, 1714—three months before his

1 Edward Eggleston, in ** Social Life in the Colonies,” 7Z%e Century, 1884,
3¢ Hartford Probate Records,’’ vol. ix. p. 41.
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death. He constitutes his two sons, John, Jr., and Samuel, the
executors of his estate.

** The Last WiLr and TestameNT of John Higley of Symsbury, in the County of Hartford, and
Colony of Connecticut, in New England, which is as followeth—Being under many weaknesses,
age, and infirmities of body, but of Sound Judgement and understanding and not knowing how soon
the ime of my dissolution will be, I do therefore Committ my Soul into the hands of God who

ave it, and my body to the earth for a decent and Christian buriall, Expecting by faith a
lorious Resurrection. And as for those worldly goods, which God in his Providence hath
bestowed on me, I thus dispose of them when my Just Debts and funerall charges are paid.

“Imprimis, | give unto my loving Wife Sarag one third part of my moveable goods of Housing
Stuf and Utencells thercto belonging to her disposall as She Sees cause to dispose of them to my
children by her; Alsoe, I give her that third part of moveables of her former Husbands [ Joseph
Bissell] Estate which is yet undivided. I Likewise give unto her the one third part of this my Real
Estate, here in Symsbury, with the Use of my now Dwelling house during the term of Nathaniall's
life, or as long as She continueth my Widow, and if by the providence of God She be Married
again, She Shall be allowed by my Executors Six pounds a ycar, for the third of my Real Estate
during life, to be disposed of by her, among my Children by her.

““zem. 1 give to my Eldest Son John Higley, a double portion out of my whole Estate, and to
the rest of my Sons, Jonathan, Brewster, i{oseyh and Samuel, Nathanel, Josiah and Isaac, to each
of them a Single portion out of my whole Estate, with what either of them has already Received.

*Item. | give unto my daughters Katherine, Hannah, Elizabeth, and Mindwell, Sarah, Susan-
nah, and Abigail to each of them half so much as to each of my Sons, Excepting John, out of my
Estate, with what Either of them have already received at Marriage, to be paid to them in Twelve
months after my decease, or at Eighteen years of age, by my Executors hereafter mentioned.

*“Jtem. My Will further is that my Sons Shall have all my Lands, they paying to their Sisters
what is wanting of the moveables to make up their portions.

“7tem. All the lands which I have at Windsor, which came by my first Wife, I give to my five
Eldest Sons which I had by her, in equall Share, they paying to their four eldest Sisters twenty
shillings each.

“ftem. 1 give my wearing apparell unto my Youngest Sons, viz., Nathaniel, Josiah and Isaac,
and provided that Either of them, or their Sisters shall dye before they are of age their por-
tion ghall be divided among their Survivors.

“Jtem. All my books, bonds, bills, and debts standing out I leave with my Executors, and
hereby Impower them for to Recover and cause to be added to the Inventory of my whole Estate,
they being Reasonably paid for their pains and Costs.

“‘And I do hereby Appoint, Authorize, and Constitute my loving Sons John Higley, and Samuel
Higley to be my Executors to this my last Will and Testament. In Witness whereof 1 have here-
unto Sett my hand and fixed my Seal, this the Six day of May, in the year of our Lord, God, One
thousand Seven Hundred and fourteen, and in the twelth Year of the Reign of Anne of Great
Britain, Queen &c. Anno Dom. 1714.

* Signed and Sealed “ xR
in presence of Witness, Joun HiGLev.” SEAL.
= Joun Casg, K
Tuomas Horcoms, E

ROBERT"l;}:‘;. Haskins.

The inventory of the estate was taken the 3oth of December,
and is full of curious details. It was the custom of the times to
record minutely the smallest personal belongings, and from these
inventories we learn something of the daily habits of the deceased
individual.

The following extracts show the quantity and value of lands
Captain John Higley held at the time of his decease, after having
settled portions upon his children who had reached a legal age :

94 acres, formerly Simon Wolcott's, £200; 20 acres adjacent to the west side, £20 ; 10 acres
called *the Strap,” £20; 40 acres marsh and upland adjommgzﬁzo; 14 acres east side the river
against the g4, £10; 42 acres upland with house and barn, £80: 32 acres up the brook called
¢ Simon’s Brook.” £15 ; 100 acres at a place called N. E. corner, £25:3 100 acres Pine-plain toward
Salmon-Brook, 420 ; 20 acres bought of Jute Hayt, £50 ; 38 acres at Salisbury, £14."

His lands at Windsor were given to his elder children, and are
not described.

1 % The N. E. corner " was afterward called ** Turkey Hills,” and is now East Granby, Conn.
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Among his books mentioned are a ¢‘ Physic Book,” 4s., Con-
cordance, 4s., Sermon Book 3s., Psalm Book, 3 Sermon Books,
and sundry ‘‘old books.”

His clothing, as is shown by the will, was bequeathed to his
three youngest sons. Among the articles named was a “broad-
cloth coat lined with shalloone,” and a ‘‘heavy coat.” In the
list is his ¢ sword, a sword belt, etc., 15s., a gun, 12s., small gun,
20s., caps and pistols, 24s., a pair of brass scales and weights used
for weighing coin, 8s., an hour glass,” (There were no clocks in
New England in those times.) His equipments for traveling (as
there were no carriages or wagons) were ‘‘a saddle and furniture,
18s., a bridle, 4s., ¢ portmantle,” mail pillion, straps, and spurs,
13s.” There are quantities of household articles, farming imple-
ments, and live stock catalogued, and the essential ¢ cydar press.”
The inventory of personal effects was appraised at £ 605 3s. 1d. In
the executor’s account are to be seen the original autographs of
several of Captain Higley’s heirs signed as receipts for moneys
paid to them : ¢ Nathaniel Bancroft for my wife Elizabeth.”
¢ Sary,” ¢ Kateron,” ¢“Abigail,” ¢ Susana,” and ¢‘Isaac.” The
book contains other signatures in connection with various mat-
ters, among which are John, Jr., Jonathan, Brewster, Samuel, and
¢““Josias.” Mindwell Hutchason ¢‘alias Higley” of Lebanon,
Conn., received ‘‘the sum of wun pound in money” from John
Higley, executor, January 10, 1723. The receipt is signed by
¢ Abigail Thorp alias Higley.” By the following entries taken
from the same book, it would appear that the staple articles of
living were rye, Indian corn, and pork.

MEMORANDUM OF WHAT MOTHER RECEIVED.

£ &t d.
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The distribution of Captain Higley’s estates was ordered by
the Court in Hartford, May 10, 1720. This distribution seems
to have been set aside and a new one took place April 1, 1723.
There appears to have been some disagreement between the
guardians of the younger children and the executors previous to
the final distribution.

Of the ancient relics there are but few. His autographand the
old account-book containing entries by Captain Higley’s own
hand, the latter half of which was appropriated by his executors
for items concerning his estate, has survived the accidents of
more than two centuries, and is now held in high value by his
descendants. It has reached this day well preserved through the
care of his son Brewster’s line of descent, and is now in possession
of Miss Emma L. Higley of Vermont.

A venerable walking-stick has come down to the present gen-
eration through the line of another son, Dr. Samuel Higley, and
is in the hands of Jonathan Higley, Esq., of Ashtabula County,
Ohio. It is marked in clear lettering, “J. H. 1714.” The
carving was probably done by Samuel’s hand near the time of his
father’s death.

His compass, which was the essential accompaniment and guide
in his journeys about the wilderness, has descended to the
seventh generation, and is owned by Milo H. Higley, Esq., of
Meigs County, Ohio.

A pair of ancient balances, such as were used for weighing
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money, etc., which belonged either to Captain John Higley, or
his son, Brewster, or perhaps to both, is in the possession of
Alfred Higley, Esq., of Middlebury, Vt. It is supposed that
these are the same which are mentioned in the inventory.
Captain Higley’s second wife, Sarah, survived him twenty-five
years. In February, 1716, she was appointed the guardian of her
daughter, Abigail. She appears to have removed from the home
farm at Simsbury in the spring of 1725, and returned with the
younger children of the family to Windsor, where she resided the
remainder of her life. She died at the age of seventy-three years.
The record of her decease is found upon the Windsor records as

follows :
‘ Mrs. Sarah Higley Dyed may the 27th Anno Dom. 1739.”

The inventory of her estate was taken December 4, 1739, and
was ‘“ presented to the Court by her son-in-law Jonathan Loomis
and Sarah his wife.” Jacob and Job Drake and Timothy Loomis
were the appraisers. Her property was bequeathed to her own
children. The final distribution of her estate was not made until
March 26, 1750." One year previous to this date, the Probate
Court ordered money distributed to her children, Benoni Bissell,
Nathaniel, Josiah, and Isaac Higley, Sarah Loomis, Susannah Black-
man, and ¢ to the heirs of Abigail Thorp their mother’s part.”

The children of Captain John Higley were as follows :

(John, born March 16, 1673.
S | Jonathan, ¢ February 16, 1675.
£ | Elizabeth, ¢ March 13, 1677.
2 Katherine, ‘¢ August 7, 1679.
S 4 Brewster, ¢ 1680.%
% { Hannah, ¢ April 22, 1683.
= | Joseph, ¢ about 168s.
' 5‘ Samuel, o 6 S ai687A
| Mindwell, ¢ 615 S6So:
gb (Sarah, & 16O
g Nathaniel, ¢ November 12, 1699.
%< }g:il:::’ }twins, born September 8, 1701.
(cz.; Abigail, ¢ November 4, 1703.
.. | Susannah, fou 1505,
A \Isaac, “  July 20, 1707.

1 ¢ Hartford Probate Records,” vol. xv. 2 Tradition says in the month of March.
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Captain John Higley’s career was a part of the history of Sims-
bury. He was a marvel of uniform courage, energy, and industry,
and must have possessed almost inexhaustible vitality. From
the first knowledge that has been discovered concerning him, he
did nothing in a half-hearted way, and his earnestness of charac-
ter and vigorous push were dominant at every step. He left no
opportunity for rust or mold to gather upon any part of his busy
years. And these splendid qualities, coupled with a wise intelli-
gence, caused him to strike good blows for civilization and
progress.

He came to America with little to indicate the signally success-
ful course he was to run. His education could not have given
promise of achievement, since he left England a lad of not yet
seventeen years. It is, however, very probable that he attended a
-regularly established school, or was under private instruction, and
gathered a fair English education before the time of his father’s
death, when he was fourteen, as he belonged to a class which
considered educational interests a paramount necessity. He added,
no doubt, much to his knowledge after his arrival in this country
while he was a member of John Drake’s household, and some-
where he obtained advantages for the study of English common
law. The fragments left of his penmanship show that it was
excellent, and there is nothing whatever to intimate that he was
illiterate.

While no pretense to social eminence on his part can be
discovered, he was well-born and well-bred. On Katherine
Brewster’s—his mother’s—side, his parentage was of the clergy-
man’s stock, who were of the learned and refined professional
class of society. When but a boy he lived with, and finally
married into, a family whose claim to family Arms was perfectly
legitimate and confirmed, a family which represented the English
gentry.

That these primitive settlers held with natural adherence to
the English characteristics apd customs, wherever there could be
adaptation to the new surroundings in a new country, is a matter
of fact. Though amid primitive surroundings, their tastes were
not primitive. As they grew richer, and their facilities increased,
the lines of influence that had belonged to their old lives were
forces that gathered strongly about their present circumstances.
It is well known that class supremacy and social lines of distinc-
tion were much considered in those days. Our hero and his
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family moved among those on the upper rounds of the social
ladder.

That the early generations of Captain Higley’s descendants put
on the jfu/l coat of American armor, entered wholly into the
spirit of the Federal Government when it was established, and
have always maintained the rank of solid, well-to-do, substantial
yeomanry, and that many have risen to proud heights in different
exalted stations,is upon full record in the historical annals of
New England and other sections of our country.

We shall never know how Captain John Higley gained his first
knowledge of military tactics, but conclude that he was initiated
into training ranks soon after he came to America, as all persons
‘““above the age of sixteen except magistrates and Church Offi-
cials” were required ‘‘to beare Arms.”*

The military spirit of this honored grandsire emphatically
descended to his posterity. The honorable position which he
himself occupied has been already shown. It is impossible to
recapitulate the remarkable war history, or even give the names
of the long succession of brave soldiers among his descendants
who have gone out to fight our country’s battles and give her aid
when aid was needed. There are those in every generation who
deserve an eminent record of praise for their self-devotion. In
the history of @// the wars they answered to the call, from the
very first Indian troubles down to the latest struggle—the Civil
War. They did not shrink from the hardships of the camp or
the dangers of the field. They were of the noble men who were
there Jefore the victory as well as after, and who stood with
unflinching firmness shoulder to shoulder with their comrades,
maintaining the ground. Indeed none are known to have turned
back in the hottest of the fight. Few such parallels in one family
line can be found, where so many men served in the rank and file
of the common soldier in so many different generations.

It may be said that the greater number did excellent and noble
service in the downright hard life of the private in the ranks, and
it was the few who rose to great distinction ; though among them
were some who gained the prominence of generalship and stand
in conspicﬁous places in the nation’s annals.

These mingled voices of Captain John Higley’s war descend-
ants speak, from scores of battle-fields and military prisons from
which many never returned, of lofty heroism and patriotic devo-

1¢ Connecticut Colonial Records,” 1665-1667.
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tion. With inexpressible gratitude we place in spirit, upon their
unmarked and long-lost graves, as well as on those marked, the
laureled wreath of sacred remembrance—

IN MEMORIAM.

‘ On Fame's eternal camping-ground
Their silent tents are spread :
And glory guards with solemn round
The bivouac of the dead.”

The brave fellows whose lives were not a sacrifice upon the
field of contest, when mustered out of service went back to their
working-clothes, became true citizens in the nation’s peace, and
have joined those who march on, among private citizens, living
quiet, unostentatious lives.

There is not a glimmer of fact to confirm the tradition afloat,
that Captain John Higley ever returned to his native land more
than once after he quitted the scenes of his youth. No letters
or papers are extant to warrant the belief. Nor is there left
upon record anything concerning his stature or personal appear-
ance. If we measure his proportions by his progeny, we may
conclude that he was a broad-shouldered, hearty specimen of
manhood, of commanding physique, full six feet high, and possess-
ing strength in proportion. Old family letters still preserved,
which were written during the lifetime of those who lived con-
temporary with his youngest son, Isaac, speak of Isaac’s unusually
fine proportions, and especially his height, that he was so nobly
tall—six feet and five inches—that he was obliged to stoop to
enter a door of ordinary height. There have been hundreds of
Captain John Higley’s lineal descendants living in the different
generations, down to this day, who are noticeable anywhere for
their fine figures and avoirdupois.

At this late period we cannot analyze the life of Captain John
Higley, but from the few helps to our inferences, the essence of
it was a sympathetic temperament and highly amiable qualities.
That he was magnetic and possessed an open and full nature
there is no question. And we may again attest this fact by his
posterity, who are inheritors of his blood. If he were sensitive
and sometimes fiery under great provocation, his anger was short-
lived. His wholesome life, which was both popular and peace-
able, brought genial good fellowship, and consequently many
friends.
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That he was keen-sighted, shrewd, and equal to good bargain-
ing has been elsewhere alluded to, yet there is not a shadow to
lead us to suppose that he was not at all times strictly correct
and just in his dealings. :

We are warranted in believing that his method of action in
public affairs was in accordance with the wise principle, ‘‘In
essentials, unity ; in non-essentials, liberty; and in all things,
charity.” Though it is conclusive that he never subscribed to
formal religious creeds, he evidently practiced the better require-
ments of the Puritan’s rigid administration, or he could not have
been so popular with that church-governed people ; but he did
not participate in the austere and rigorous measures of the times. .
The records are utterly silent, nor can there be found proof that
he took part in the prosecution or trial of any case in which
severity in judgment and public punishment was likely to be the
final decree, unless such may have come under the jurisdiction of
the court over which he presided. Though he was a member of
the General Assembly in 1692, and was present at the discussion
and appointment of a committee to take in hand a number of
alleged witches, he is not heard from. Indeed, except in connec-
tion with two prominent lawsuits, one of which was concerning
his landed rights to the valuable copper mining-lands, he cannot
be traced in the general animosities of his times.

In a case of arbitration which claimed his judgment by appoint-
ment of the General Court, the parties were brought together,
the appeal was withdrawn, and the papers were ordered to be
delivered to the parties, ‘¢ they having determined to burn them,
both plaintiff and defendant.” We take note of this for the
reason that it brings out a native trait of character that Captain
Higley left as'an inheritance to his posterity, many of whom, to
this day, possess a great natural aptitude or capacity for peace-
making. If the ‘“sins of the fathers” are visited ‘‘ upon the
children, and upon the children’s children unto the third and to
the fourth generation,” we may well conclude that their virtues
also course through the channels of transmission, and are as well
a legacy of truly noble and God-blessed gifts, received by the heirs
in generations following.

Thirteen of Captain John Higley’s children lived to be married
and to have families. One son lived and died a bachelor, another,
an unmarried man, died nine months after his father’s decease,
and one was buried an infant. His daughters all married into
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prominent families—time-honored to this day. Not a child dis-
appears from view, and as has already been stated, all filled posi-
tions of more than ordinary and prominent usefulness to the
world about them.

There are found in the long line of numerous descendants, as
there are in all families, some degenerate offspring ; ‘‘but still
the fact remains,” as someone has remarked, ‘‘that even degen-
erate descendants are not the worse for having had illustrious
sires.” In no case, all through the long period of two hundred
and forty years, is there a renegade, or those criminated, to be
discovered.’

The strong, active, and vigorous life we have been tracing, full
of manly independence and earnestness of purpose, which was
‘“a life well worth living,” is an inspiration to those young men
among his descendants, who, like Captain John Higley, have no
other capital with which to begin their future than a good stock
of common sense. His name, as the founder of the family in
America which bears it, will be held in honor and sacred posses-
sion in their many gathered households to their latest day.

1 If some of our readers shall say there should be an exception made in the case of John Brown,
of Harper’s Ferry fame, we may call attention to the fact that public sentiment has so changed
during the period of time elapsed since his wild struggle to liberate the slaves, that a large pro-

portion of the people now believe him to have beena hero of human freedom, led on by a fanaticism
not born of wisdom.—Ep,












SKETCHES OF THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY
OF HIGLEYS.

CHAPTER XIV.

THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY.—JOHN HIGLEY, JR.

By ascending to an association with our ancestors ; by contemplating their example and study-
ing their character ; by partaking of their sentiments and imbibing their spirit ; by accompanying
them in their toils; by sympathizing in their sufferings and rejoicing in their successes, we
seem to belong to their age, and to mingle our existence with theirs.—DANIEL WEBSTER, ON
PrymouTn Rocxk.

Jou~n HicLEY, JRr., was the first child born of Captain John
Higley’s marriage with Hannah Drake.

His birthplace was at Windsor, Conn., March 16, 1673. He
was eleven years of age at the time of the removal of his
parents to Simsbury. When but a boy of twelve years, his father
secured for him a special grant of land containing twenty acres,
““lying upon y® west side of y°® mountains on y° little brook
that runs under y® mountains into y° falls,” given by the
town meeting held December 31, 1685, in his own name—
John Higley, Jr. This was the cheerful beginning of his be-
coming in after time a large landed proprietor. Other grants
of land to him are recorded as early as 1698 and 169q9.

He was qualified according to law and took the freeman’s oath,
April 30, 1717. Of his earlier years little is known, and how he
received his education cannotbe stated. He appears to have had
some insight into Latin. Latin was a chief study in the schools
of his day. In the year 1717 we find him the schoolmaster of the
town. )

‘¢ June the tenth 1717; then Received of the Select Men of Simsbury two pounds
in bills of Credit pro nos John Higley for Keeping of School.”

To a great extent, after reaching maturer years, he followed
in the footsteps of his father, though his life does not betray an
energy of character equal to that which was so prominent a char-

7 85
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acteristic of Captain John Higley. The records show that he
was a citizen of distinction.’ He held posts of honor; and family
papers convey the statement that his reputation for integrity in
his intercourse with his fellow-men was good.

His appointment as one of the selectmen of the town, and his
association with different public enterprises, his holding various
local offices, with nominations and elections as Representative
to the Connecticut General Assembly from 1728 to 1730, repeat
the verdict of approval of his public services.

By his father’s will, John, with hisbrother Samuel, was intrusted
with the settlement of Captain Higley’s estate, which claimed his
attention for a period covering more than eight years.

In the contest with the inhabitants of the town concerning the
valuable Copper-Hill lands and mines, he took decided grounds
sustaining his father. Besides receiving, by special bequest,
‘“‘a double portion out of the whole estate ” of Captain Higley, in
conjunction with his brother Brewster he finally, in 1725, secured
the original family homestead. He also received by inheritance
one-fifth share in lands at Windsor, which came by legacy from
his mother; and deeds are extant showing that he secured by
purchase from his brothers and sisters several of the shares
belonging to their father’s estate. At a town meeting held
January 2, 1723, when a general distribution of the common lands
was made, John and Brewster are named together as having
shares apportioned to them, and at the death of their brother
Joseph, who died unmarried, they became possessed by legacy of
his property. In 1716 he was appointed ‘‘sole executor” to the
estate of his brother Jonathan, and is named in Jonathan’s will as
a legatee; also receiving lands through this channel.

John Higley, Jr., never married. Between his brother Brewster
and himself there existed the closest brotherly relation. Their
landed interests were largely in partnership, and until his decease
they occupied the old homestead together after their stepmother,
Mrs. Sarah Higley, had returned with the younger children to
Windsor. To his brother Brewster Higley he bequeathed his
entire property, both real and personal, and ‘¢ constituted him his
sole and lawful executor.” There is no record bearing evidence
that he ever was a member of the Simsbury Church.

His health was in a failing condition for some time previous to

1 The prefix * Mr.” is generally found placed before his name. Mr.”” was an aristocratic class
title in those days.






CHAPTER XV.

THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY.—JONATHAN HIGLEY, IST.

A life spent worthily should be measured by a nobler line—by deeds, not years.—RICHARD
BRINSLEY SHERIDAN,

It appears from the records that Jonathan, the second son of
Captain John and Hannah Drake Higley, lived and died in Sims-
bury. There is less in his life of a conspicuous nature to record
than of his brothers who lived to the same age, his walk having
been in quieter and more unobtrusive channels.

He was born at Windsor, February 16, 1675, and died in May,
1716, at the age of forty-one years, less than two years after his
father’s decease. Of his earlier childhood there are found no
memoranda. Captain Higley had imbedded an ambition in this
boy before he was thirteen, as he did in all of his older sons, for
the possession of lands, by securing for him by grant of the town
in his own name two lots of land, the whole containing twenty-
five acres, situated on the east side of the river., He was honored
by the town meeting with sundry local appcintments in the town
and neighborhood while yet a young man, and served in matters
concerning the Church.

The following documents are upon record, to which his
name, with that of his brother John, Jr., and other citizens, is
appended, showing an agreement entered into by the town upon
a call to Rev. Dudley Woodbridge as minister, and the method by
which his salary should be paid. Jonathan was now twenty-two
years old.

‘“ Whereas here propounded at a Town Meeting held June 29th 1697 that the
Inhabitants of Simsbury to se what y® gud simsbury people would give in labour to
Mr. D. Woodbridge Annually for the space of four years: it was agreed by subscrib-
ing to give him three days work in a year, and all heads of families ym-selves and
all under their command, children or servants, also those young men that are free
hand engaged : three days work once a year a piece for four years. the persons en-
gaged are Male persons fit for labour from sixteen years and upward, to help to bring
his land in tillage in case Mr. Woodbridge settles in office amongst us in Simsbury."”
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Three years later the following receipt is recorded :

* Rec? of Jonathan Higley of Simsbury the full proportion of Three days labor
that he engaged to me, which was three days work a year for four years, as is
intimated in Simsbury records. 1T say received by me.

‘““ DupLEY WOODBRIDGE, Jan. I4th, 1700.”!

On the 4th of December, 1701, Jonathan Higley married Ann
Barber, the daughter of Lieutenant Thomas Barber. Lieutenant
Barber was at that time in command under Captain John Higley of
the Simsbury militia. The family of Barbers were, if not the lead-
ers, among the most prominent citizens, and founders of the town.

Jonathan and Ann settled upon their home farm at the “N. E.
Corner,” afterwards called Turkey Hills. An unusual fatality
appears to have overtaken their children. The successive births
and deaths of four infants occurred. Except one, a daughter,
none lived beyond babyhood. This daughter, who was named
Mercy—a family name among the Barbers—was born November
12, 1712, and baptized on the 13th of the following June. At the
age of twenty the town meeting ordered lands ‘‘laid out” to her.
She afterward married John Coult and resided at Harwinton,
Conn., and became the mother of a family ; her eldest son, born
October 13, 1735, bearing his grandfather’s name—Jonathan
Higley Coult.

Jonathan Higley’s name frequently appears upon the Land
Records, in the purchase and sale of lands, and in this connection
it may be remarked that repeated transactions in business, as well
as social relations between his brothers and himself, indicate a
beautiful harmony and kindly family feeling existing between,
them, which commands hearty admiration. In the sharp diver-
gence and bitter contest between the proprietors of the town
and the townspeople over the Copper-Hill lands, he represented
the family in the pegple’'s meetings. As has been previously stated
the Higleys were careful that some one of their number should
be present at all public discussions where measures concerning
these lands were likely to be taken.

He died in May, 1716. Jonathan Higley’s will was dated April
9, 1716, one month before his death. The main bequests were to
his ‘“beloved wife Ann,” and to his ‘‘onlv daughter Mercy.”
He gave legacies in land to his “six brothers,” and divides his
Windsor property between his ¢‘three eldest brothers, John,

1 Book ii. * Simsbury Records.”
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Brewster, and Samuel,” and remembered in his bequests David,
the second son of Brewster, who was then but a lad. He named
his brother John Higley, Jr., as his ¢‘Sole Executor.” The will
was presented in court the following July. But a partial inven-
tory appears to have been taken, the greater portion of the per-
sonal effects having been left in the hands of his wife, without
being appraised. She being a person possessed of considerable
property, their united estates represented an unusual amount
of wealth for those times.

Ann Higley survived her husband but six years, and died No-
vember 15, 1722, leaving their only child an orphan ten years of
age. The child became heir to all of the property that belonged
to both of her parents. An additional and very long inventory
was taken within a week following her mother’s decease, which
includes quantities of land and farms, with every sort of belong-
ing contained in a Colonial home of the well-to-do class. In this
list are found the articles of clothing which had belonged to both
Jonathan and his wife. Among the garments named, showing
that they were among the better dressed people of that day, are
the following from Ann Higley's wardrobe:

‘“Silk hoods, gloves, Ribbons, Damask petticoats, a black damask petticoat,
black crape coat and mantle, linen ‘ changes,’ linen night west-coat, silk and lace
handkerchiefs, woolen gloves, a green gown, one silk damask mantle, a Riding
gown and Riding hood, etc.”

All such materials and garments were brought across the
Atlantic Ocean. The last mentioned was probably a ¢ French
hood,” which were much in vogue and were worn in all colors.
Such an one provoked the following advertisement from a parish
vestry about this period :

““ AUl ladies who come to church in the new fashoned hoods are desived to be there
before divine service begins, lest they divert the attention of the congregation.”?

In addition, the inventory contains, ‘‘a white worked blanket,
tablecloths and napkins, laced pillow cases, sheets, a pair of jfine
sheets,” etc., etc.

It is not known where Jonathan and Ann Barber Higley were
interred. Time has obliterated every record. The only child
they left was barely old enough to remember her parents.

The brief obituary of Joseph, ruler of Egypt, is fitting to these :
¢ And he died, and all his brethren, and all that generation.”

Ve fashon of this wurld passeth awaie 1"

1 ¢ Book of Costumes,” p. 145.



CHAPTER XVL

THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY.—ELIZABETH HIGLEY BANCROFT.'

 All that tread
The globe are but a handful to the tribes
That slumber in its bosom.”

O~ March 13, 1677, there was born in Windsor, Conn., to Cap-
tain John and Hannah Drake Higley their first daughter, who was
baptized Elizabeth.

There is no record of her early years. It isto be regretted that
woman’s estate was inconspicuous and limited in those bygone
times, and it was not the custom to chronicle much concerning
her daily round of existence.

It appears that Elizabeth Higley remained at home with her
father until she was about thirty-three years of age; probably
having general supervision of the household after her mother’s
decease, or until her father’s second marriage. She married
Nathaniel Bancroft of Westfield, Mass., between the years 1706
and 1710, the exact date not being known.

Her husband, Nathaniel Bancroft, was born in Windsor,
Conn., September 25, 1680. While he was yet a young man his
parents removed to Westfield, where he married in 1705, but lost
his wife by death in less than one month. Elizabeth Higley
became his second wife. He was, by. profession, a surveyor.
The Bancrofts of Westfield held large possessions, and the
descendants of some members of the family became historically
quite famous.

From the date of the birth of Elizabeth Higley, which took
place amid perilous times, when the yells of the Indian’s wild
war-whoop had scarce died from the surrounding forests, and the
village of Simsbury was yet lying in ashes and deserted, her life
seemed destined to be spent amid fightings and torturing appre-
hensions of danger from the hostile savages.

During her young womanhood, and through the period of the
French and Indian war, it was never known what day or night the

1 Many valuable facts for this sketch were kindly furnished by J. M. Bancroft, Esq., historian of
the Bancroft family.—Ebp.
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enemy might burst like a cyclone on the settlement. It was
needful ever to be on the alert. These grave and alarming
threatenings were often the cause of her father, Captain Higley,
holding himself and his soldiers in readiness for active service ‘‘at
an hour’s warning.” The men of the settlement went constantly
armed and the families were often forced ‘‘to haste to th’ Garri-
son house for saftie.” A church which was erectedin an adjacent
settlement, about the time of her marriage, ‘‘ was provided with
¢ gaurd seats,” as they were called, when some ten or twenty men
could be on the lookout near the doors against a sudden
assault.””?

¢ “We could scarce abide in oure house,’ said some aged dames
one day, according to a story of ‘ye olden time,” who were over-
heard talking over those days of strange and woeful experiences
when ¢th’ dreadful folk’ were on the war-path.

““¢We could scare abide in oure house,’ said they, ‘so fear-
some were we of redskins. For alle th’ wurld doth know y* in
those years th’ red men harried alle New England. We grew soe
passionatelie afeared, y* if a hen did but cackle on a stone steppe
th’ cloud would grow upon our faces and wee, ready cloathed for
flight, would glance fearfullie about and goe t’ th’ casement, alle
peering out together upon y° deepe woods.

“¢Upo’ a Lord’s day morn, do y°® mind, how as y°® men sat
combing their locks, with we maids going up and down the still
room brushing th’ rushes up o’ th’ floor into the pattern o’ stars,
there would come a thwack athwart the house, and th’ cry, ¢ The
Redskins! I’ the East Part!’ wi’ y° far clattering o’ hoofs down
oure lane.

““¢<Then was th’ brand covered hastilie wi' ashes, and we alle
did rush into th’ long path atween high nodding weeds to th’
Garrison House to th’ west. What a long, trembling day it was;
gossip, eating off another’s dishes, wi’ naught natural but the
spring sun westerning slowly ups th’ strange slopes !

‘¢ ¢But oh ! th’ saftie o’ th’ night, when wee women alle slept i’
th’ loft together for companie, cuddling th’ children atween us,
wi’ th’ certaintie that every man o’ Simsbury sat below wi’ his
Queen’s arms upo’ his knee !

‘¢ And here be I, goode wife, who was ever listening so painfully
for th’ singing arrows that folk smiled. Yet, would I exchange
this fire dropping apart soe peacefully upo’ this hearth for one o’

14 History of Hartford County ” by J. Hammond Trumbull.
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th’ days? They do hold my round cheek and the dark color
o’ my hairs with them. Alack! Thou and I do belong to
yesterday !’}

Nor did Elizabeth Higley escape these troubles after her mar-
riage and removal to Westfield. Her husband’s brother, Edward
Bancroft, died on the sth of September, 1707, from the effect of
mortal wounds received from the Indians. Early in the year 1724
the family were again brought into distress by these fierce, relent-
less foes, who fatally wounded her father-in-law, Nathaniel Ban-
croft, Sr., which resulted in his death on the 2oth of February.

Elizabeth, in common with the other heirs, received her portion
in lands, etc., at the distribution of her father’s estate,

The following account, which it is evident was made out by
her brother, Dr. Samuel Higley, is found among the executor’s
papers, and is receipted in a clear hand by her husband :

“BROTHER BANCROFT CREDIT.

£ s d

“ by keegmg me when sik by agreement..ovecesescoccecsctssccercssscscsssen a3 00 o

December the 26 li}a

paid to Nathaniel Bancroft in money...ccceeeeeeieicesccecsccresssniceses 3 10 o

O B L GO IS CLoVaate 0o s ole elele o1eTo/olo s s a/laiolole slsiola sie s <Iofs o oia ofe < afe/sialale o ofetaTiele ofslo 6 10

September 14, 1715, by money you had .................................... 3 0o o

payd. for you to oseph Adams.. 14 o

detor by a claim of Brewster.. aob 6

B IEOBRCCO YOW TA | o1 816lu s stajs v o lafeia ofors sibiotes bista.a o oo sid's s sieidle ola's 0s av0isamecss 5

¢ Jan. 24, 1719,

¢ This above account I have upon the account of my wife Elizabeth’s portion . . . this is to be
understood part of her portion. [Signed] ** NATHANIEL BaANCROFT.”

Both Nathaniel and Elizabeth Bancroft were members of the
Westfield church, though Mrs. Bancroft did not unite in its mem-
bership till 1738, about the time that a very remarkable revival
of religion took place there, when she had passed her sixtieth
year. Her husband had ‘‘owned y° covenant” many years
previous—as early at 1712,

Of their family of nine children but two lived to maturity. We
find the mother often plunged into the ‘“boundless sea” of
sorrow cver the graves of her family. The two first of whose
births record is made, died in infancy—one born October %, 1711,
and another, December 26, 1712. Their next, a daughter named

1 This living picture, so graphically given, of twenty-four hours of the terror in which many of

our ancestors of New England were accustomed in those times to live, is kindly contributed by
Adeline A, Knight of Exeter, N. H.
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Desire, was born November 14, 1713. Their fourth child,
Susannah, was born January 3o, 1716, and was the only child who
lived to be married. She was united in marriage to Benjamin
Ashley, May 17, 1739.”

Their only son, Nathaniel, was born July 23, 1720, and lived
but fifteen months. He died October 23, 1721. Mercy and
Experience, twins, were born May 17, 1723. Experience
died on the 17th of the June following her birth. A daughter
named Terza came next, and a daughter named Elizabeth was
born March 17, 1729, of whom there is no further account, and
who probably died in infancy.

The year 1736 closed to Elizabeth Higley in grief. Three
more graves in the parish burial-ground told the story of their
family sorrows. Mercy, one of her twins, who had now lived to
be a girl of thirteen, died on the 27th of November. The next
daughter, Terza, died on the 2d of December, five days after
her sister. Their mournful footsteps had scarcely turned from
the graves where they laid these, than they were called to stand
upon the same spot and place beside them Desire, a young
woman of twenty-three, who died on the 7th of the same month.

These loving daughters were laid in the green resting place for
the dead within ten days.

‘¢ Insatiate archer! could not one suffice ?
Thy shaft flew thrice ; and thrice my peace was slain.”

Elizabeth Higley’s cup of bitterness was not yet drained; it
remained for her to follow, in four brief years after, one more to
the grave, the last child of their affection left to them—Susannah,
who died in childbirth on the first anniversary of her marriage
day, May 17, 1740. She left a young infant, who survived its
mother but a few days.

Scarce six weeks had elapsed after the decease of Susannah and
her child, when on the 13th of June (1740), her husband
Nathaniel Bancroft died, leaving Elizabeth Higley a bereft and
childless widow. His age was sixty.

Her journey after them was not long—only three years and
six months. She died December 7, 1743, aged sixty-six years.

“ They all passed
To where beyond these voices there is peace,”

Nathaniel Bancroft named his wife Elizabeth in his will as
executrix of his property, and among other bequests left a






CHAPTER XVIL

THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY.—KATHERINE HIGLEY NOBLE.

Life is but a repetition—
For the man who lives to-day
Loves and hopes, like countless millions
Who have lived and passed away.
—A. G. CHESTER.

KATHERINE, the second daughter of Captain John and Hannah
Drake Higley began her life in the old town of Windsor, August 7,
1679. She appears to have been a very clever girl, and was fif-
teen at the time of her mother's death. ' :

At twenty-five she married James Noble of Westfield, Mass., a
young widower two years her senior, who had two children. He
was born October 1, 1677.

The Noble family was one of great antiquity in Great Britain,
and is old and time-honored in this country. James was one of
the younger of the eleven children of Thomas Noble, the first
ancestor bearing the name who came to America. He settled at
Westfield.*

James Noble and Katherine Higley were married February
24, 1704. Katherine’s married life covered but a few brief
years, her husband dying in the vigor of manhood—only thirty-
four—leaving her with three children. His decease took place
January 18, 1712. ‘“Lietts” of administration on his estate
were granted to ¢ Katheron, Wid" & Relict, and Thomas Noble,
on y® 28th Day of March. Anno Dom 1712.”

The inventory of his estate shows that they were among the
well-to-do yeomanry, and the prefix ‘Mr.,” placed before his
name upon all the records, indicates them to have been ranked
socially among the ‘“upper class.”

It was but a few years later on when Katherine, to her rights
in property which she received from her husband, had added from
her father’s estate legacies which made her the possessor of a
considerable property, for those times.

1 In this sketch much valuable information was obtained and extracts taken from the ‘ Noble
Genealogies,”” by L. M. Boltwood.
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The inventory of James Noble's estate contained ‘‘a house and
homestead in the town;” ‘‘a house and homestead at the farm;”
“ one Acre of land lying in the homelot that was John Noble’s;”
“16 acres of land behind Thomas Noble’s barn;” ‘the brush
pasture;” and several other small lots of land, in addition to
which was an ample quantity of ‘‘live stock, grains [Rye, Peas,
and Indian corn], farm and house utensils, and furniture,” etc., etc.

Katherine received ‘“all of the moveable goods to be at her
own absolute dispose for Ever,” and ‘“one 3rd part of the Real
Estate to be for her Use and Improvement for the term of her
life only.”

In addition to the bequests in lands and money from Captain
Higley to which she was heir, she was, through the executors of
his estate, the recipient of specialties which are noted in their
settlement with her, viz. :

‘¢ A yock of cattoll, a mare, ‘a copor cup’ and a ‘copor kittoll,’
a ‘mortor and pesoll,” and a sermon boock.”

Some years after her husband’s death Katherine is found teach-
ing the village school. She is said to have been the first woman
school teacher in Westfield. On the 3d of May, 1725, the town
meeting voted :

“To give the Widow Katherine Noble twenty-five shillings a
month for keeping school so long as the Town sees cause to
improve her in that service, and she sees cause to attend it.”

Her children were as follows :

Lydia, born December 7, 1704, who married, April 30, 1734,
Stephen Kelsey of Killingworth, Conn. _James, born January 12,
1707, who died in Westfield, unmarried, January 4, 1739. He was
a farmer and ‘‘dish-turner.” David, born March 3, 1709, who
married Abigail Loomis, daughter of Philip and Hannah Loomis
of Simsbury.* (See chapter xxix.)

In 1732 Katherine Higley Noble removed with her son David
and his family to Hebron, Conn., where ‘‘they settled in that
part now called Gilead. The homestead was about three and
a half miles northwest of the Hebron church, and one mile west
of the Gilead meeting-house, on the highway leading to Marl-
borough.” ' Here Katherine united with the church, no doubt
under the preaching of Whitefield, after she had reached her
sixty-first birthday. The Rev. Benjamin Pomeroy was pastor of

1 “Noble Genealogies,” by L. M. Boltwood.
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the church at that time. He is said to have been ‘‘an ardent,
zealous, and thundering preacher of the Newlight order.” He
was a great admirer and supporter of Whitefield, and Whitefield,
““who counted the world his parish,” came about this time to
Hebron while he was on an evangelistic tour through Connecticut,
setting the towns ablaze with his fiery sermons. However, he
seems to have found it hard to kindle the place into flame.
‘‘Hebron,” he writes, ¢‘is the stronghold of Satan, for its people
mightily oppose the work of the Lord, being more fond of earth
than heaven.”

It was but shortly after, in the early spring, that Katherine
Noble closed the peaceful evening of her days. Her moss-
covered tombstone, which has now stood for one hundred and
fifty years in the ancient pldce for burial at Hebron, bears this
inscription :

n memory of
mes, Ratbarn Moble
of Wlestfield, Wibo
Died March 7 1740/1
in ye 620 Pear of
ber Zge.

T Thess, 4: 14, “Them
Hlso Wibich Sleep
in Jesus will God

bring witb bim.”

Katherine Noble's descendants continued, chapter xxix,



CHAPTER XVIIL

THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY.—ENSIGN BREWSTER HIGLEY, SR.

Inquire, I pray thee, of the former age, and prepare thyself to the search of their fathers,—
Jos viii, 8.

A LITTLE more than thirty years ago the Hon. Jeffery O. Phelps
of Simsbury, Conn., brother to Noah Phelps the historian, writing
to Judge Erastus Higley of Vermont, made the following remark :

‘‘Itappears by our Town Records for many years that Brewster
Higley was a very prominent man in the Town. I will send you
what information I possess regarding this large, ancient, and
respectable family.”

The above testimony, given by one well qualified to speak, being
‘himself a descendant from some of the earliest inhabitants of
Hartford County and the ancient town, and having heard the
older people talk who lived contemporary with the Higleys, is fully
sustained by recent research.

Brewster Higley, the third son of Captain John and Hannah
Drake Higley, was born in 1680' in Windsor, Conn., while his
parents occupied a dwelling in the main settlement of that town
upon the west side of the Connecticut river.

He was their fifth child. As has been already stated, he was
given the family name of his English grandmother—Brewster,
and proved the founder of a successive line of Brewster Higleys,
extending through seven generations to the present day. When
Brewster was about four years old his parents removed to Sims-
bury, which was his home the remainder of his life.

That he received a fair rudimentary education in the school at
Simsbury is reasonable to believe, as Captain John Higley gave
his children the best available opportunities for learning that the
times afforded. That he was trained in the school of practical

1 The date and month in the year have not been preserved. Brewster Higley, 4th, who wasborn
before the death of Brewster Higley, Sr., and lived contemporary with many of that generation,
used to say, the correctness of which cannot be doubted, that each Brewster who headed the line,
in the successive generations was born in March.
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effort was demonstrated by his vigorous life and the versatility
of his occupations in after years.

Two points in their history were early drilled by precept and
example into the sons of Captain Higley—the accumulation of
lands and military aspiration. When Brewster was but seven-
teen his father obtained for him a grant from the town of thirty
acres of land, which the youth must have held with some degree
of allowable pride, and just before he came of age he received
additional grants through the same channel.

From the yet scattered state of the inhabitants, and the neces-
sity of as strong a military force as could be gathered in the
young colony, it was still necessary that every available male
inhabitant should join the rank and file of the soldiery. Brewster,
no doubt, from the time he was sixteen, the age required to
enter service, was a member of the military company of which
his father was then lieutenant and afterward the captain.

His name appears in appointments by the town society as
early as 1707, while he was yet a young man; and his useful
career in the affairs of the town continued throughout his long
and valuable life.

On the 17th of February, 1709, he married Hester Holcombe,*
the daughter of Deacon Nathaniel and Mary (Bliss) Holcombe
of Simsbury, an old family of excellent standing.

In December of the same year their first child was born, and
named Brewster, who when he reached manhood was known as
Brewster Higley, 2d. They had been married five years when
their ‘“honored father” Captain Higley died. After this event,
upon the removal of Captain Higley’s widow to Windsor, in the
spring of 1725, Brewster and his young family, with his eldest
brother John, took up their residence in the old homestead at
Higley-Town, which lost none of its former prestige through its
new occupants. It was here the younger members of their circle
of eight children, who gradually filled the family home, were born.
There were four sons and four daughters, viz.: Brewster, 2d;
David, Joseph, Hannah, Hester, John, Elizabeth, and Naont.

Their daughters Hannah and Elizabeth became the great-
grandmothers to John Brown of Harper’s Ferry fame, and Naomi
was grandmother to Rev. Heman Humphrey, late President of
Amherst College.

1 The entry of this marriage upon the ** Simsbury Records,’ book ii , gives the name as ** Hester.”
In the latter part of her life she was known as ** Esther.”
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It is plainly evident that, by nature and habit, Brewster Higley,
Sr., was a man full of push and constant occupation, and that he
inherited largely the strength of character of his father.

Those old land-owners mingled the professions with all sorts
of employments and trades in a way that seems most curious to
the present generation. With right good heart and will they
used their own hands to meet the needs arising out of lifeina
newly settled country, and did not despise honest industry of any
kind. There is reason to conclude from the quantity of cooper’s
tools catalogued in the inventory of his estate that Brewster
was a cooper by trade. He was engaged with his brother John
in making tar, and besides attending to his extensive farming
estates, and pursuing his military duties, he studied and practiced
medicine, though it does not appear that he ever applied for a
license. He possessed a human skeleton,—a rare acquisition for
those times,—and grew to be somewhat of an adept at surgery,
which was his specialty.

The medical practice in those early times was ‘such as
progressive medical science and the profession of to-day would
scarcely tolerate; but by dint of perseverance and close study
of the few medical works of which he could lay hold, Brewster
Higley was fairly successful and enjoyed a considerable neighbor-
hood patronage. His excellent natural ability as a nurse greatly
aided him in his practice as a physician. Judge Erastus Higley
states in his Journal that ‘‘the aged people of Simsbury speak
of his practice with approbation and respect.”

In the proceedings of the General Assembly of the Colony,
under date of October, 1726, the following Act was passed, which
gave him honorable distinction :

¢“This Assembly do establish and confirm Mr. Brewster Higley
of Symsbury to be Ensign of the north Company or Train band
in the town of Symsbury aforesaid, and order him tobe Com-
missioned accordingly.”?

He was thus commissioned an officer and was afterward known
as ‘“ Ensign Brewster Higley Sen.”

The good terms and strong brotherly affection which existed be-
tween him and his eldest brother John are again worthy of remark.
Their lives appear to have been thoroughly in accord. They
bought, sold, and received grants of land together, held large

8 1 ¢ Colonial Records of Connecticut,” vol. vii.
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estates in partnership, and lived under the same roof until John’s
decease. We may well imagine the afflictive bereavement it was
to Brewster when his brother’s death took place, whom he outlived
nineteen years. Brewster received by legacy a// of his brother’s
property. Having also come into possession of his younger
brother Joseph’s entire estate, and having received bequests
from his brother Jonathan, in addition to his own full share in
his father’s estate, he was estimated as a man of large wealth.

The inventory of his personal belongings reveals the fact that
Brewster, Sr., enjoyed the luxury of fine clothes. His attire was
that of a gentleman of that period.*

The list ‘of articles belonging to his wardrobe evidences that
his garments were suited to his position and his various callings.

To his family he left, among various articles, at his decease,
his handsome belongings as follows:

‘* A gold ring, Pocket case, and the money it contained—£2,2s, two chains, silver buttons, three
silver buckles, gun and pistols, ‘a fine hat,” strait-bodied coat, a waistcoat, a striped waistcoat,
‘fine* stockings, ‘ fine’ shirt, two linen shirts and two woollen shirts, and onc pair of leather
breeches.”

Truth and uprightness were the guides of the life of Brewster
Higley, Sr. His citizenship was a good one. He became the
founder of a line of descendants who have mirrored his good
qualities, and are substantial citizens in the different communities
which they represent far and wide in our land. Upon the battle-
field and in various professions, as well as in the citizen’s ordinary
life, they do honor to the ancestral name they bear.

While his life stood upon an elevated platform, it is not known
that he ever became a member of the Church, though his faith and
unity drew him into its Christian fellowship. He was deeply im-
bued with the spirit of ‘‘love and reverence toward the Power

1¢ Gentlemen of the 18th century did not then, as at present, appear in black, dark blue, and brown
coats ; on the contrary they seemed to delight in every brilliant shade, from the brightest scarlet to
the most dazzling cernlean blue, rendered still more splendid by bindings of gold and silver lace.
Cloth was the material most generally worn. The body of the coat fit tightly, but the skirts were
very wide and long and reached to the calf of the leg. The vest, or waistcoat, was very long and
had large, deep pockets. They were generally made of materials in brilliant colors, and usually
covered with embroidery and buttons. These latter ornaments attained an enormous size. Short
trousers reaching only to the knee were worn altogether, and with these were well-fitting long
stockings, nsually in bright colors, which were drawn up to the knees,and garters fastened by
enormous buckles. Silver buckles for the purpose were in vogne for those who could afford them.
Broad toed shoes were in style which had immense buckles of silver and wide strings. Cocked
hats were worn, and the shirt fronts were frilled. Forthe neck, after the lace tie, came in the stock.

*The costumes of the ordinary people were generally of homespun material and the tailoring
was done by the women of the household."—From * Book of Costumes and Annals of Fashion
Srom the Earliest Periods,” also *‘ Fairholt's Costumes.”
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which created the universe,” and his daily living rose higher than
his profession. He lived to a green old age—eighty years, and
saw his children’s grandchildren. Brewster Higley, 4th, a babe of
twenty months, sat upon his knee. Toward the close of bhis life
he felt, as he expressed it, ‘“the many weaknesses of age, and
infirmities of the body.” He saw that his work was done and
knew that he was nearing
¢“ The land that is brighter than day.”

He had long occupied a high place in the community, and
when he passed ‘“into the realm of the realities,” we have the
reverent assurance that he became all that the highest human
aspirant can wish to become—an inhabitant of heaven. He died
November 5, 1760.

Beside his open grave stood the ¢‘angel of sorrow.” His
children and his children’s children laid him to rest in the ancient
Simsbury burying ground and gave their testimony that in his
life he held converse with the Eternal. His had been a life of
faithfulness that had engraved itself upon their hearts, and they
in turn chiseled its beautiful, brief story upon the stone which
now marks the spot where he slept. The epitaph is as follows:

Hear Lyeth The JBody of our
Hod, Fatber Brewster Digley, Who
0fed Rovemr ye 5tb 1760
Wibich Wie bis Children Lafd bere. interred
the 7th of Safd montb in the 80tbh
Pear of bis Hge.
# Rind busband, Tender Fatber, unfained friend,
Lived to old age & made a Christian end.

Brewster Higley, Sr., had settled homesteads upon his sons
previous to his decease, in their own right and title. By his
will," written October 27, 1760, he left about nine hundred acres
of land to be yet divided. He further gave a special bequest of
land to his eldest son Brewster, 2d. To each of his sons he gave
4200 in money, and to his daughters he gave L1100 each. He
provided for his aged wife as follows:

¢ [ bequeathe unto my loving wife Esther, for the love I bear unto her, one-third part of my
moveable estate, the use of one-third of the lands, oue-half of my dwelling and barn and cellar—
the east half.”

His ““loving brother Isaac,” was appointed ¢“Sole Executor,”
and the witnesses to the will were John Owen, John Veits, and

Alexander Cassett.
1 Book xviii. p. 232, * Hartford Probate Records.”

’
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The inventory, which was not taken until the next spring,
April 13, 1761, contains the following: Several hundred acres of
land, a large quantity of tools, household goods and effects, three
Bibles and sundry other books, two cupping glasses, brass mortar,
hand-glass, glass bottles and vials, money scales, a quantity of
cooper’s tools and full sets of carpenter’s tools—enumerated—
implements for dressing leather, sun-dial, beer casks, cider
barrels, button molds, full set of pewter table ware, tankard,
cups, etc., eight chairs, tables, powder horns, full supply of bed
linen, and one-half of the house and barn, which are but a part
of the articles the list includes. At the distribution of the estate
in 1762 the widow received ‘‘moveable property” to the value of
A£40 12s., together with her lands, etc., and the sons had £214
14s. each, with landed estates. To each daughter was given
4107 7s., in addition to their lands.

Mrs. Esther Higley lived fifteen years beyond the limit which
closed her husband’s life. She was born in 1683, and died at the
advanced age of ninety-two years. She married Brewster Higley
when she was twenty-six.

From the slight glimpse of her which can be obtained, it may
be concluded that she was. one of those grandes-dames of the
earlier period, who were ‘“the heart and soul of their domestic
life,” and that her social eminence, mental force, and refined bear-
ing, with her notable costumes, gave her a title of supremacy in
the community.

- In the years 1768-69 (and probably during many other years)
she occupied Pew 1 to the right of the pulpit, the chief seat in
the church. Just behind her, in the next pew, sat her son
Brewster, 2d, and his family. The pews were assigned by a com-
mittee of the church society appointed for ‘“Y® seating of y°
meetin,” which produced to a future meeting a diagram showing
the exact location of each pew, with the names of each proposed
occupant. Upon the presentation of this report the seating was
voted upon, and the report of the committee ¢“Ordered, to be
kept on file in the Society Clerk’s Office.” ¢ These committees,”
says Eggleston, ‘‘marked with religious care the nicer distinc-
tions of social importance in assigning the seats to the villagers.”*

Despite her years, the aged Hester Higley surely must have
been a noticeable figure in the assemblage as she took her seat
in this most prominent pew.

1 Edward Eggleston in ¢ The Colonist at Home," The Century, 1884-85.



ENSIGN BREWSTER HIGLEY, SR. 105

The family sat underneath the preaching of the Rev. Gideon
Mills,—a son-in-law to Brewster Higley, Sr., by marriage to his
daughter Elizabeth,—who occupied the Simsbury pulpit from 1744
to 1755. After that time the Rev. Benajah Roots officiated as
minister until 1772. There were constant bickering and an un-
happy state of affairs in the church for many years during this
period. 3

Mrs. Esther Higley died December 17, 1775.

Her will, which is in the hands of the descendants residing in
Middlebury, Vt., devises her property to her children—including
some grandchildren, the heirs of Hannah Higley Mills, who was de-
ceased. Her eldest son, Brewster Higley, 2d, was her executor.

A complete list of the property contained in the inventory,
which consists of ten long columns, is too extended for these
pages. The following extracts are taken:

* Two silk crape gowns, Black cloak with silver, a homespun cambittee gown, a loose gown, a
Calamanco gown [these were generally imported in bright colors], Bonnet and scarf, Fan,
white streaked petticoat, blue and red ditto, Red streaked ditto, blue cloak, black cloak with
sleeves, white mitts, checked linen apron, best checked handkerchief, next best do, shoes and
slippers, a looking-glass [an article seldom found in the inventories of those times], Curtain
rings, pewter dishes, ¢ bassons,’ cups, small pewter porringer, another ditto, three salt ‘scllars,’
spoons and tcaspoons, two barrels of * sider,” two best barrels ditto, two more ditto, beer barrel,"
etc., etc.

The expenses incurred in her last sickness and burial, which
the reader will naturally compare with the elaborate furnishings
and bills from the undertakers of nowadays, were as follows ;

s. d.

‘“ To Cash paid for Coffin, . o . E S ? HiITF6

Digging the grave, % 5 5 c 3 @ 5 a3t 0

For Doctor Topping, . A . o . . . $ 1.3} 10

To Daniel Halliday, . . 5 s d 3 . . 30 O
For tending and washing, . 5 3 b 5 5 S RN

The venerable widow was laid in the Simsbury cemetery beside
her affectionate husband, to whom she was a faithful and devoted
wife for sixty-nine years. A slab of gray stone which stands two
feet high, and still marks the spot as a memorial of her, bears
this inscription :

Mn Memory of Adrs, Estber, the
widow of XEnsn, Jrewster higley
wbo dfed decemb. the 17tb

1775, in the 92110 year of
ber age.

The descendants of Brewster Higley, 1st, continued, chapler xxx.



CHAPTER XIX.

THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY.—HANNAH HIGLEY TRUMBULL.

The sire and mother whom we hold to-day
In loving honor watched her budding youth,
And they hequeathed to her, we cannot doubt,
Their honest frankness and their love of truth,
—Rev. PuEBe HANAFORD.

IT hasbeen declared that ¢‘the great rank and file of women are
remembered for their deeds, not their personalities, and no
records are to be found of their lives.” This is true of Hannah,
the third daughter and sixth child of Captain John Higley and
his wife Hannah Drake, to whose life is probably attached more
of interest than to any of the daughters of the household, since
lustrous characteristics of her blood and family are developed in
her offspring in consecutive line.

She was born in the fair old town of Windsor, Conn., rich in
associations with many venerable Connecticut families who were
rooted there. Her birth took place April 22, 1683. On the
removal of her parents to Simsbury she was carried, then an
infant one year old, in the arms of her mother to the beautiful
frontier valley of the Farmington, whose wooded hills and meadow
lands had scarcely awakened to civilization. Here her child and
girlhood days were spent on the Woolcott estate, which her father
had purchased. She grew up amid the silence and solitudes of
tangled forests into which the high noon rays of the sun scarcely
penetrated or reached the rich fern beds at the roots of the great
trees, and she lived through her earlier years amidst the frequent
alarms and the hostile menacing of the Indians.

Her life was, as her mother’s had been, one of unceasing and
unselfish family duties. She arose with the sunrise, bloomed in
healthy wholesome housework, and was full of industrious habits.
Her merry times were at homely feasts, spinning-wheel parties
and other country gatherings, and horseback expeditions; for,
says Eggleston, ‘‘ Joyous, excursion-loving, simple-minded, were
the men and women of that time, fond above all things of society,
of the fresh air, and of excitement.”

106
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We have little knowledge of whether Hannah received some
educational advantages or not.- However, since Captain Higley
gave his children opportunities which were fully up to the average,
she must have had such as her station and the times permitted;
but it must be remembered that the standard for the education
of women of that day was exceedingly limited.

We take Hannah Higley to have been strong-souled and decisive
in character, possessing a good deal of that excellent quality
called common-sense. She was yet but a mere child of ten years
when the home was desolated by the death of her mother.
Neither her mother nor her grandmother Moore had closed their
lives until they had had time and opportunity to tell to the girl
Hannah that which one can easily fancy sank into her heart—the
story of the elevated sphere of public and religious service in
which her Puritan grandparents had spent the most of their lives.

From the time of her early childhood, the most impressionable
age, her father Captain John Higley had been a man of promi-
nence, in well-to-do circumstances, and a leading spirit in the
town and colony. She saw him unusually engrossed in public
activities, and was familiar with his everyday steps in official and
judicial relations; and as she arrived at the years of womanhood
she could comprehend something of his great executive grasp and
conspicuous force of character. Captain Higley was, of course,
surrounded by colleagues who were intelligent, earnest men of
that day, with whom his family were brought more or less into
intercourse. This would have a natural effect upon them; and
Hannah, no doubt by her sympathy and interest with her father’s
life, became qualified to instill into her own offspring in after
years the laudable ambition and principles which led them into
distinguished careers of usefulness.

In the twentieth year of her age she accepted the hand of
Captain Joseph' Trumbull, to whom she was married August 31,
1704. Captain Trumbull was the second son of John Trumbull,
Jr., of Suffield, Conn. He went from his native town to Simsbury
about the year 1703, and the following year the young couple
began life together. He was a young man possessing energy, but
¢¢ without any considerable means.”' His grandson, John Trum-
bull, says of him, ‘‘he was a respectable, strong-minded, but
uneducated farmer.” ? ;

In less than a month after their marriage, Joseph and Han-

1 History of Lebanon.” 3 ** History of My Own Times,” by John Trumbull.
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nah Trumbull purchased a home at Lebanon, Conn., to which
they removed and settled. The town had now been organized
but four years. Their home was a half allotment containing
twenty-one acres (forty-two acres was a ‘‘home lot”) which was
bought of Josiah Phelps of Colchester, Conn., for the considera-
tion of sixty pounds. The deed® was executed September 21,
1704, and was acknowledged before Captain John Higley.

Joseph Trumbull here began business as a farmer and trader,
and proved a successful, enterprising merchant. ‘He became
the owner of a ship which carried his own cargoes, and was a man
active in the local affairs of the church and the town, and for
many years was captain of the train band. He died at the age of
seventy-seven years.”

Captain Joseph Trumbull and Hannah Higley ¢‘founded the
Lebanon branch of the Trumbull family.” They were the parents
of eight children, viz.: Joseph, Jonathan, Mary, Hannakh, Hannak
again, Abigail, Jokn, and David.”*

Their fireside appears to have been an attractive center. With
the family affection which habitually marks them, the Higleys
of Simsbury and the Trumbull household appear to have enjoyed
a partiality for each other’s companionship. While he was yet
a minor, Mrs. Trumbull’s brother Samuel became a member of
her family and was probably attending school. It is recorded
that, at a later period, her niece Elizabeth Higley," the daughter
of her brother Brewster, ‘‘spent the most of her youth and girl-
hood in her family ”; and in a few years her sister Mindwell, and
her two half sisters, Abigail and Susannah, married—and settled
at Lebanon near her.

The married life of Hannah Higley Trumbull was sown with
many high joys, mingled with touching griefs. Few American
women whose names may be placed upon record have given
motherhood to so illustrious a progeny, and few certainly have
lived to nurture to conspicuous positions fwe of its generations.
But a series of heavy and peculiar domestic afflictions visited her.

In the year 1715 they buried their little Hannah beneath the
sod. On the 23d of December, 1731, their eldest son Joseph
left home, and sailed from New London, Conn., on the 28th of
the same month, bound for London in a ship which, with the

1 * ] ebanon Land Record,” vol. ii. p. s2.
2 See chapter lviii., ** Descendants of Hannah Higley Trumbull.”
3 Afterward the grandmother of John Brown of Harper's Ferry fame.
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entire cargo, was owned by the Trumbull family. Two years
later, June, 1733, the vessel, with all on board, was lost at sea.
The family hoped until hope died upon the possibility that their
son might have been rescued, but no tidings of comfort ever
reached them—the sea never gave up its dead. :

But three years later on, her second daughter Hannah, who
had married Joseph Sherman on the 27th of February, 1735, died
suddenly November 7, 1736, at the early age of nineteen years,
leaving an infant son only five days old; and the following year
her tender affection was put again to severe trial by the loss at
sea of her younger brother Samuel, who, from about the time of
her own marriage, was a member of her family for several years.
In July, 1740, she was destined to encounter another pathetic grief
by a stroke of death. Her youngest child David, a lad of
seventeen years, while pursuing his senior year in Yale College
with most promising success, came home on a vacation, and met
his death by accidental drowning in a mill-pond. Her sister
Katherine had died but four months previous.

The bereavement of lpsing their first-born son, Joseph Trum-
bull, Jr.,in 1733, who was his father’s business partner, was accom-
panied by other trials of no ordinary moment. The financial loss
of both ship and cargo proved a most serious matter in the family
fortunes, and the severity of the double blow—the loss of his son
under such sad circumstances, with the long strain of watching
and waiting which followed, and the loss of his property—quite
unfitted Captain Trumbull for further business activities. The
mental strain proved too great for the power of his mind to
endure.

At this juncture it became necessary to call Jonathan, now
her only son, home from a projected interesting field of labor in
the ministry, upon which he had set his heart, to the aid and
rescue of the embarrassed business house. It would seem that the
singular tide of afflictive circumstances, which brought the mother
and son into close relations in the management of their affairs,
tended to strengthen the bond yet firmer which existed between
them, and finally permitted Mrs. Trumbull to see the fruit she
had planted in his early years, which now fast ripened into his
distinguished career as a public official and a noted patriot. The
failure of his father, in both heart and fortune, gave him a respon-
sible place in the domestic and business circles. Mrs. Trumbull
was now in the full years of energy and experience, at middle life.
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It is easy to conclude that Mrs. Trumbull’s life interests from
this time were bound up in the expanding events and successes of
her son Jonathan, the future Governor of Connecticut, and his
family. He had married on the gth of December, 1736, Faith
Robinson of Duxbury, Mass., a girl of but seventeen years, and
settled in a home on the next ‘“lot ’*adjoining his parents. Soon
the interesting position of grandmother to his growing family
became Hannah’s sphere. All of his children were brought
up under her immediate wing, and it is hardly a far-fetched
fancy to suppose that she had some share in controlling their
destiny.

There is no question but she had carefully implanted in the
youthful mind of her son many of the valuable lessons of his life,
by recounting and holding up for imitation incidents in the ardent
life of incessant occupation in public and judicial affairs of her
clear-gritted father, Captain John Higley, which were a part and
parcel of her own life interests as she grew to womanhood. Her
grandfather, Deacon John Moore, had held a deservedly honorable
position in Colonial affairs for forty-seyen years, and had much
experience in legal business. His repeated terms of service in
the General Assembly of Connecticut closed only with his death,
which took place but six years before Hannah Higley Trumbull
was born. She was no doubt made acquainted with traditionary
events which had happened in the public lives of both; and with
the heredity of the distinguished blood of the Drakes in her
veins coming down through many generations, she was fitted to
train a noble man to stand in the front in the time of the Colo-
nies’ greatest need.

The principles instilled by a mother’s care are held by men of
the highest order of intellect, and, in cases not a few, result in
honorable and distinguished usefulness in after life. That there
was an unquestioned inheritance of rare abilities, bequeathed by
heredity through Jonathan Trumbull’s maternal line of descent,
and which is notable in more than one generation, is clearly
traceable. His fine constitution, his great energy, and a
vivid perception, were strongly marked qualities of his mother’s
family line.

To aid in this training, her husband Captain Joseph Trumbull,
feeling keenly himself the lack of an education, was bent upon
bestowing opportunities upon his children for the best advan-
tages for instruction which the country then afforded.
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It was no commonplace day in which Hannah Higley in
amiable patience rocked the cradle of her child. The infant
nation was sorely feeling its wounds. The keel of our Govern-
ment was in slow but sure process of construction. The founders
of the republic were in course of training for after greatness,
not so much by expansion and personal contact with the great
world, as by well-grounded, industrious habits and practical
living. They were drilled in many of the higher branches of
education, many of them were well read in law, and they were
endowed with high principles which emanated from mothers who
were the animating geniuses of their homes, together with the
family altars of these old-time households.

When Emir Abd-el Kader, the famous Arab chieftain, on visit-
ing England, made the inquiry of her Queen: ¢ What is the
source of England’s greatness?” she simply and silently pointed
to an open Bible. When we ask, ‘“From whence came the
exalted principles laid down in the formation of our Govern-
ment?” we may in all sincerity point to the mothers of our
Revolutionary sires with this open Bible upon their knees, which
they themselves had been trained to read and profoundly
respect.

“As a son,” says Stuart, ‘her son Jonathan was ever dutiful.
Thoughtful at all times of the tender cares his parents had
lavished upon his own infancy—of the watchfulness with which
they had protected the careless vigor of his boyhood—and
of the warm ambition and free expenditure with which they
had conferred upon him the rich boon of education—he re-
turned their affectionate offices with kindest ministrations of
his own—and, like a gentle spirit, hovered over their waning
age.”

It is supposed that Hannah Trumbull passed her declining years
in the family of her son Jonathan after the decease of her hus-
band Joseph Trumbull, which took place June 16, 1755; leaving
her a widow seventy-two years of age. And it may be said that
the ¢ even-time” of her life was lighter and brighter than other
years had been.

Mrs. Trumbull was now surrounded by an interesting group of
intelligent, quick-minded grandchildren, in whose development
she could not have failed to take eminent satisfaction. The
older children of the household were attending the celebrated
Teasdale Academy located in Lebanon, a school of the highest
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repute in New England and one which Jonathan Trumbull was
a prime mover in founding. The eldest grandson, Joseph, was
eighteen at the time of his grandfather’s death, and Jonathan, Jr.
(afterward the second Governor Trumbull of Connecticut), was
a lad of fifteen. David, too, the third son, was a lively, bound-
ing boy, and without doubt on many an occasion excited his
grandmother’s pride, though at that date in the history of the
household the issues of the future illustrious characters it con-
tained were yet out of sight,-and she could little dream that
young David was to be the father of a third Governor Trumbull,
or that not only her son, but a grandson and a great-grandson
were to bear the distinguished honors of filling the chief execu-
tive chair of the State of Connecticut.

While the venerable grandmother was still a central figure in
the home, the two granddaughters, Faith and Mary, were sent for
finishing touches to their education to an excellent school in
Boston, ‘““where they were taught embroidery,” and, says John,
the younger son of the family, in his autobiography,* ¢“Faith had
acquired some knowledge of drawing, and had even painted in oil
two heads and a landscape. These wonders were hung in my
mother’s parlor, and were among the first objects that caught
my infant eye. I endeavored to imitate them, and for several
years the nicely sanded floors [for carpets were then unknown
in Lebanon] were constantly scrawled with my rude attempts
at drawing.”

That Hannah Trumbull was a mother deserving the reverence
and affection which her distinguished son gave her is pleasingly
shown by the filial love and marked consideration he evidenced in
declining in May, 1756, and againin 1758, the honor of an appoint-
ment by the Colonial legislature, to go upon a mission to the
Government of Great Britain, giving as his chief reason for so
doing, in his communication to the General Assembly : ‘I con-
sider the duties I owe my aged mother, whose dependence is
greatly upon me, and my family.”

It is a point of interest to pause for a moment and reflect upon
what an interesting incident might have occurred, and how
utterly unforeseen are the events of life, had the grandson of
Captain John Higley—the runaway lad from England’s shores
of long years before—appeared at the Court of Great Britain as
a representative from the land of his grandfather’s adoption.

14 Life of John Trumbull,” p. 5.
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Hannah Higley Trumbull lived to a good old age. It was in
autumn, as the leaves were falling, that the

‘¢ blissful union which
Lies beyond the parting vale ”

took place between her and her husband, whom she'outlived
thirteen years, and by whose side she was laid in the ancient
Lebanon cemetery.

That Governor Trumbull inscribed his grandfather’s record
upon his mother’s tomb is a testimony of his marked respect and
devotion to the memory of his maternal progenitor.

The inscription is as follows :

Here are deposited pe remaing of
Mrs, bannab Trumbull, late wife of
Capt. Josepb Trumbull, Daugbter of Jobn
bigley of Simsbury, XEsqr.,, who came from
Frimiey in pe County of Surrey, by Adrs.
PHannab Drake bis first wife. Sbe was born at
3 Windsor 220 Hpril 1683, Bied at
Lebanon 8th Mov. 1768, aged 85 years, 6 mo. & 15 days.

For the descendants of Hannah Higley Trumbull, see chapter lviii,



CHAPTER XX.

THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY.—JOSEPH HIGLEY.
** This world will never know in how many hearts he has written his name.”

A sHADE of obscurity covers the life of Joseph Higley, the
seventh child in the family of Captain John Higley. Indeed, since
no exact date of his birth can be discovered, it is only through
the wills and other legal documents that his place is found in the
family group beside his sister Hannah Trumbull, and that his life
covered a period of about thirty years.

He wasborn about the year 1685, and died May 3,1715. He never
married. His life was apparently entirely uneventful. There is
reason for believing that from his early youth his constitution
was never robust, and his ¢‘“weak state of body” is further con-
firmed by a declaration to that effect in his will.

Boys from the age of sixteenand upward were expected to con-
form to the law and hold in possession a gun, which they were to
have in continual readiness for bearing their part in the military
defense.® Joseph Higley’s chief and almost only possessions
appear to have been his firearms and riding equipments, together
with his portion of valuable lands lying in Turkey-Hills in close
proximity to his brother Samuel’s, which he received from his
father's estate; also, property from his mother’s estate at
Windsor.

His will, which is brief, bequeathes all of his property to his
¢‘“well-beloved brothers, John and Brewster Higley,” whom he
named his executors.

The inventory of his personal effects, taken August 31, 1715,
consisted of his wearing apparel, ‘¢ pistols and holster, and gun,
bridle reins, etc., and a book ”; ail of which were appraised at
PASS L8

It is supposed that he was laid in the ancient burial ground at
Simsbury.

1 If a youth did not have sufficient means for the purchase of firearms for himself, the law required
him to *bring to the Town Clerk so much corn or other merchantable goods,” and a gun with the
necessary belongings was furnished him at the expense of the town,”—Colonial Records of Connec-
ticut, 1665~77.
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THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY.—SAMUEL HIGLEY, IST.

Who are the nobly great? .
They who have toiled and studied for mankind,
Aroused the slumbering virtues of the mind,
Taught us a thousand blessings to create—
These zre the nobly great.
—PRINCE,

THERE centers about the life of Samuel Higley, the fourth son
and eighth child of Captain John and Hannah Drake Higley, much
that is of provincial importance, the success of his achievements
having given him a name worthy of national note.

He was born in the paternal homestead at Simsbury, Conn.,
about the year 1687; the precise date cannot be discovered.
Like his brothers and sisters he was brought up inan atmosphere
of diligence and perseverance.

From the first knowledge that is gained of him he betrays
unusual talents and genius, possessing a shrewd, sagacious, and
original mind, which leaned to investigation, with no torpor in his
constitution. He became a man of science. No sooner does he
appear in one direction in an effort to accomplish a project, than
his power of origination immediately leads him into another cur-
rent of a different type.

His opportunity for learning was much in advance of his older
brothers; he having been sent to the best educational institutions
in the colony, where he received a classical education, and his
development of capacity gives evidence that he made the best use
of these advantages. There is a credible tradition that he was
for two years a student of Yale College very soon after the
‘¢ Collegiate School” was founded, where he was distinguished for
studiousness ‘‘ with credit to himself.”

From this time ever afterward Samuel was ‘¢ the scribe ” of the
family, and was so designated by the household. His style of pen-
manship was a neat, clear, and bold hand, that is very frequently
found upon the books embellished with fanciful strokes and
dashes which do not fail to mark the reader’s curious attention.
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It appears that soon after the marriage of his sister Hannah to
Joseph Trumbull, while he was yet in his teens, he resided in her
family at Lebanon, Conn. An expense account, entered into an
account book in his father’s hand, is as follows :

¢ Joseph Trumbull of Lebanon Dr.— Per Contra C. ASsSud
by boarding and cloatheing of Sam! Higley in his nonage by his
father’s Desire by agreement, . . 3 - - 5 24 | 9eiiol ot

How long he remained at Lebanon cannot be ascertained; how-
ever, we are warranted in the conclusion that it was during the
period when he was from seventeen to twenty-one years of age,
and it is supposed that he was pursuing his studies. As he was
but seven years of age when his mother died, the care of his
young boyhood may have fallen largely upon this sister,—
Hannah,—resulting in a warm attachment between the two;
there being evidences that he was much at Lebanon after she was
settled in her home there, and that the future Governor of Con-
necticut—the first Governor Trumbull, in his early years was the
daily companion of this uncle.

The year 1714 found him a schoolmaster. He continued teach-
ing for three years, and at the same time devoted himself to the
study of ‘¢ Physic and chyrurgary.”

In the same year his father died; and Samuel, though yet
a young man, was chosen to act with his eldest brother John
Higley, as executor of the estate; his scholarly, acute mental
abilities no doubt fitting him in the mind of his father to be
his most suitable child in whom to repose, together with his
brother, this trust. The care of the estate claimed the attention
of the two brothers for several years.

At a later date, on the executors offering a piece of land at
public sale which had been owned by Captain Higley, certain
charges among Samuel’s accounts are significant of the fact that
he was not unaccustomed to turning his natural sagacity to
profitable ends; and that he well understood the exhilarating
effects and jovial good feeling, tending toward a good bargain,
which might be produced by offering a social bait to his neighbors
and friends.

““ 1723 Sept, 18. To my Travail from Lebanon to Simsbury (to sell s. d.
Said Land) and my ferriage, 5 3 . 10 10
To 2 Quarts of Rumm and a pownd of Shugar for to Invxte bidders
at Said Vendue, . X 5 3 5 . 3 3 k A g
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‘“ Then whisky made by %onest men
Was drank by men wpright.”

Another entry shows that, during the year 1716, he suffered
with an illness which must have been of considerable duration.
To his brother-in-law, Nathaniel Bancroft, he paid £3 1os. for
‘““keeping me when sik by agreement.” He made purchase the
same year of a ‘““mar and colt” at a cost of /6 10s., probably
for use in his medical practice.

From 1714 to 1717 he was preparing himself, under the tutorage
of Drs. Thomas Hooker and Samuel Mather of Hartford, Conn.,
to enter the medical profession.

The standard of medical education during the times of Dr.
Samuel Higley, and the method and opportunities for gaining
medical and surgical knowledge, were practically another matter
from the system of to-day. From a scientific standpoint the
ignorance of the profession, as compared with its present high
attainment, was lamentable. The progressive days of antagonistic
““schools ” of medicine and organized medical societies had not
yet come. Professional training was obtained privately ; the
student entering the office of a prominent practicing physician,
under whose direction and instruction he ¢ read,” or studied.

The young would-be doctor was, however, required to give
himself to diligent application in study and to the studious inves-
tigation of disease such as he could gain from the limited medical
works which were put into his hands.' When sufficiently ad-
vanced, he accompanied his medical tutor upon his ‘“rounds” in
his professional visits for one or two years. He was then con-
sidered ready to enter the ranks of recognized practitioners ; and
now might apply for a license.”

The medical tutors of Samuel Higley were residents of Hartford,
and were experienced men, standing foremost in their profes-
sion. Dr. Thomas Hooker was a grandson of the Rev. Thomas
Hooker, the founder of Hartford, Conn., and of eminent New Eng-
land fame, and son of the Rev. Samuel Hooker of Farmington.
He was ‘““approved and allowed to goe on in the practice of phis-

V A practical knowledge of anatomy was exceedingly difficult to obtain. It was not until sixty-
seven years after this period that *‘ the State of Massachusetts passed an Act regarding anatomy,
which was the first legislative Act in this country that is known, providing that human bodies
which had been executed or killed in duel might be given up to surgeons for dissection.”

3 The average fee for a country physician was one shilling for a less distance than two miles, 7. e.
thirteen and one half cents, and an additional shilling for every additional mile.” The physician
compounded and prepared his medicines with his own hands.
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sick by the Court held, Oct 1684,” and had now been in the
practice of his profession thirty-three years.

Dr. Samuel Mather was scarcely less noted, being the son of
the Rev. Samuel Mather of Windsor, Conn., a minister of distin-
guished prominence, and one of the founders of Yale University.
He had had a high medical reputation for a number of years. He
is found visiting patients at Windsor in 1705, his professional cir-
cuit extending over many miles of country in Hartford County.

The Rev. Timothy Woodbridge, then of Hartford, who was
another of the brood of noted ministers of the times, and also
one of the founders of Yale, was a faithful friend of the Hig-
leys, of long standing, and interested himself in Samuel's
studies.’ ‘

Enjoying as Samuel Higley did the close friendship and com-
panionship of these leading theologians and scientific men of the
colony, they brought, no doubt, a very perceptible influence upon
his social tastes as well as his professional life. That he was a
student whose individual merit was valued is shown by the excel-
lent recommendations given him by these men of first consequence
in the colony.

The winter of 1716-17 was spent at Woodbridge, N. J., in the
practice of his profession. In the spring of the latter year he
made application to the General Assembly of Connecticut for a
license.

‘¢ HARTFORD ConN., May 2o, 1717

““To the Honourable y® Generall Assembly ; &c

¢Samuel Higley of Simsbury Humbly sheweth, That by good
Providence I have had more than common Education ; and being
employed Three years in Keeping school, did Improve all Opor-
tunities in the Study of Physick and Chyrurgary, since which for
Two Years past have studyed and practiced said Arts under the
care and Instruction of Doctor Thomas Hooker and Doctor
Samuel Mather who have pleased to Recommend me, as one
qualified for that service, and advise that I apply my Self to this
Hon? Cort for a Lycence.

I do therefore Humbly Pray Youl'd Please to give your Apro-
bation and Allowance by Granting a Lycence that I may Practis
S'd Arts Orderly ; which may be to the Comfort and Welfare of

14 To the ministers in these days were submitted all matters that required legal and learned
ability.”
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y® Generation which I am Obliged to Serve, as well as to my own
profit and advantage, and your Petitioner shall ever Pray, &c.
¢“Sam!" HiGLEY.”

“The above Petition allowed in the Upper House.
“Test, HEz. WYLLYS Secretary.
¢ In the lower House past.
“I WapsworTH Clerk.”?

From the original papers to which are appended the original
Autographs :

. “Considering y°® great want of learned and faithful physicians
amongst us, and knowing Mr. Sam" Higley’s abilities and y® prog-
ress he hath made in y® Theory and practice in y® Art of physic
and Chyrurgary, we y® Subscribers do hereby recommend him to
y® Generall Assembly now sitting as one qualified for a Licen-
tiate. ““THOMAS Hooxm} Med*
¢“May 11th, 1717. ¢¢Sam! MATHER ) Practitioners ”

“This may certify that upon good information I have been
asured that Mr. Samuel Higley practiced physic y® last winter at
Woodbridge in y° Jerseys with good success and acceptance.

¢ May 29th, 1717. ¢ T. WOODBRIDGE.”

From ‘¢ Colonial Records of Connecticut,” 1725 :*

¢« Samuel Higley of Simsbury having produced to this Assembiy
authentick testimonials of the progress he hath made in the theory
and practice of chyrurgary and physic : Whereupon this Assembly
do grant licence to said Samuel Higley to practice both.”

Although, like many other men of his day, Dr. Samuel Higley
had engaged in educational interests and pursued scientific inves-
tigation with eager energy ; although he held considerable wealth
as a landowner and was now engaged in medical practice, never-
theless he had meanwhile found time to learn a trade, and be-
came a practical blacksmith.

As has been already stated the trades and professions were
curiously mingled in those times. It has been remarked that
‘“assorted vocations were then as common as assorted wares.”
1 From the original copy of * Appointments by the General Assembly Courts, 166g-1724,” in the

Connecticut State Library ; kindly furnisbed by C. J. Hoadly, State Librarian.
2 Page 15,



120 THE HIGLEYS AND THEIR ANCESTRY.

At this early period the fees received by surgeons and medical
men being very meager, it was frequently the case that they
sought additional vocations for increasing their annual income.

It was at the forge that Dr. Higley afterward developed his
genius and attained his widest celebrity. His lamp now began
to shine with a good deal of brilliancy in the Colony.

The following is the record of his marriage, which took place
at Westfield, Mass. :

‘“Sept 19 1719—Mr. Samuel Higley and Abigail Beman had their names with
their intentions of marriage were given to me and entered in order to publication on
the day above stated.”

He appears soon after this date to have established a home of
his own at Simsbury. In his home, as well as in other colonial
homes of that day, quantities of pork and rye were consumed.

The following is a specimen of charges in account with his
father’s estate :

4 s d
&y Samuel Higley Dr. to Estate,
To 331 Ibs. ‘)ork e R A B Ot o 000g0 doc oo b do Saiobe oo 4 2 9
¢ 10 bushel of Indian. ... cocoee it cconoencenseacesoss snsimsdolsisiss s 1
LR S eEpYA RItde o o otos N 7.
** 4 bushalls of Ry at 28 10 4
¢ A Ster you killed.. 1 10
Of John Saxon a port-manto| 10
a great cubord........ SR a3
abras kitolleeeorisveecrerocioncercorcacssssrsrosccscsssssnscscsons 15
old horse, 2 mars and COItS..veevereeirereonceosarssoaostosrsensanas 8 10 o”

His house, which is marked with perfect clearness on a map’
made about 1728-29, is found situated at the ¢‘vineyard notch,”
on the rocky ridge of the Talcott range, a chain of fine mountain-
ous hills rising from five hundred to one thousand feet above the
sea level. It overlooked for many miles, toward different points
of the compass, a grand stretch of the green-robed valleys of the
beautiful Conrmecticut and Farmington rivers, and stood con-
spicuous from almost every outlook in the valley. The beauty
of its location could scarcely be surpassed. Nature gave, in
exquisite touches of landscape, a charming scene from his door-
way, from whence he could proudly view all of the neighboring
localities.

In one direction a fine picture is presented to the eye in the



ragged ledges rising, height above height, thinly clad in pines and
cedars; while, by taking a few steps from his house, he could com-
mand a view of his copper-mining lands, between which and his
home lay a marsh and meadow, now covered with brambles and

SAMUEL HIGLEY, 18T.

the home of frogs.

Whittier wrote, after visiting the scene in 1830, just one hun-

dred years afterward :

*‘ Beautiful Mount ! with thy waving wood

A few stones which -mark the foundation, a family group of
venerable apple trees, and a spring choked with fallen leaves and
rubbish from the native forest trees which surround it, still mark

And thy old, gray rocks, like ruins rude
And hoary and mossy in masses piled,
Where the heart had thrilled and the dark eye smiled.
1 love to gaze from thy towered brow

On the gloom and grandeur and beauty below,
When the wind is rocking thy dwarfish pines,

And thy ruffled lake in the sunlight shines—

Where the beautiful valleys look glad afar,

Like the fairy land of some holy star

By Fancy seen—where the soul goes forth,

With an unchanged wing from the cold, dull earth ;
And the mists from its vision pass away

Like the shade of night from the glance of day !
’Tis gladness all—like a dream of love,

With a smiling forehead beaming above,

And a beautiful hand on the temples pressing

As softly and sweet as an angel’s blessing;

And a tone breathed low in the dreaming ear,

Like the chastened music which spirits hear.

Beautifnl Mount !—I may look no more

On thy ancient rocks, and thy lake’s green shore—
Yet the spirit’s pencil has traced thy chart

Of wildness and joy on the human heart—

And though my step may be far from where

Thy pine-tops shake in the stirring air,

Yet oft will that chart before me pass

Like a shadowed dream in a mystic glass;

And thy form and features, as now thou art,

" Live on in the secret depths of the heart.”

=G, W.

the spot which Dr. Samuel Higley called home.

The road to the summit of the mountain, by which the dwell-
ing was reached, long since became almost untraceable.
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It is easy to trace in Samuel Higley’s nature a certain amount of
enthusiasm; he was undoubtedly possessed of an ardent tempera-
ment. The birth of his first child, Jorathan, occurred in the sum-
mer of 1721. The date and time of entry upon the public records
of Simsbury would indicate that he sped his way with great
alacrity to announce and record® the happy event, the record hav-
ing been made in his own clear, bold handwriting in the brief
space of one hour after the birth, though his home was more than
five miles distant.

Annie, his first daughter, was born September 4, 1726, ‘“at
break of day.” His third and last daughter is simply recorded
thus :

““Abigarl, daughter of Samuel Higley and Abigail his wife was
born June z2d 1733.”?

In town affairs Dr. Samuel Higley appears to have entered
with readiness, though his activities in this connection are not
found to equal those of his brothers John and Brewster. His
name, however, appears in honorable appointments upon town
committees for various services. But it is found written in no
church-roll ; there is not a scrap in his history upon this point.?
In one instance, recorded December 21, 1728, he and Timothy
Phelps served from Turkey-Hills to ¢‘lay the circumstances of the
Town before a committee appointed by the General Assembly
concerning the location of a meeting house.” *

The scientific bent of his mind turned him to experimenting,
and finally to discovering a process for the manufacture of steel,
which he claimed, in his petition to the General Assembly for a
license, was the first effort in America, and which made him some
fame. Meeting with encouraging success he enlisted the interest
of a partner, Joseph Dewey of Hebron, Conn., and in 1727
applied for a patent. Proof was produced that he had made steel
from the iron found in Turkey-Hills, which, by experienCed
judges, was pronounced a good article. His scheme and labor
proved successful. The petition was granted May, 1728, and a
patent secured according the privilege of manufacturing steel
for a term of ten years.

1 Book iii. ** Simsbury Records,” p. 261. 3 Book iii. ’* Simsbury Records,” p. 227.
2 There are slight evidences that he was in sympathy with the Church of England.
4 Book iii. Town Acts, p. 44.
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How long he continued in the enterprise is uncertain. There
is no indication that the undertaking failed, but Dr. Samuel Hig-
ley’s death occurred before the lease expired. The patent ap-
pears to have been held until the expiration of the lease, no
other application being granted for twelve years, when the
General Court then granted a license for the same object to
Thomas Fitch, George Wyllys, and Robert Walker, for a term of
fifteen years.

The colonists were at this time greatly hampered in their
efforts at manufacturing. There was little incentive—beyond
their actual needs—to push the industries. As the country en-
larged, and lucrative trade and manufacturing interests increased,
the English Government was casting jealous eyes at every move-
ment that men of affairs on American. soil were making to supply
the colonists’ necessities. From merchants and manufacturers in
England who consulted their selfish interests came constant com-
plaints to the Crown, and Parliament had passed oppressive and
stringent laws of trade. England was already declaring ¢‘that
the erecting of manufactories in the colonies, tended to lessen
their dependence upon Great Britain,” ' and was laying a heavy
hand upon the western colonies through these restraining laws.
It finally came to pass, a few years later, that the manufacture of
iron and steel was entirely prohibited, and ‘slitting mills, forges
and furnaces in the colonies were declared by the home Govern-
ment common nuisances.” ! Thus she unwittingly was maturing
the sprouting seed which, in after years, developed open rupture
and revolution.

As has been stated, Dr. Samuel Higley was a considerable land-
holder, for those times. From his father’s estate he received his
full share. This laid toward Turkey-Hills. - That which he
received by inheritance from .his mother he sold to his sister
Sarah. His acres were further added to by legacy from his
brother Jonathan at his death; and at the general distribution of
common and undivided lands made at a town meeting held January
2, 1723, he was one among other Higleys, together with a large
number of individuals who received grants. ¢ These grants
were apportioned, it is believed, by the respective amounts of
the grantees’ lists of estates, and contained quantities varying
from one hundred and fifty tq forty acres each.”?

1 Pitkin's ** Political and Civil History of the United States,” p. 101,
.3 Phelps, * History of Simsbury,”
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But his most valuable ownership was a tract of one hundred
and forty-three acres, which he purchased July 29, 1728. The
deed was given by William Dement of Enfield, Mass. This tract
lay adjoining lands which Dr. Higley already owned. For three
different adjoining tracts located ‘“on and near unto y° east
mountain toward that part of y® town called Turkey Hills,” he
paid ““y® sum of five hundred pounds currant New England
money.” ! The first ‘“parcell” described in the deed was marsh
or meadow land with ¢“ten acres of upland originally granted to
Mr. Simon Wolcott by the town meeting, Aug. 21st 1671, and
laid out Jan. 1st 1674, which contains by estimate forty acres.”?’
Upon this tract was situated the Higley copper-mine.

The second piece of land was at ¢ the westwardly end of a
lot granted to Capt. John Higley, containing thirteen acres.”
Upon this was located his dwelling upon the mountain.

The next tract lying between the above-named ¢¢parcells”
extended for ‘“a mile in length and forty-five rods in width,
bounded northerly by y® road that crosses y® mountain.” Here
he built, a few years later—between 1730-34—another dwelling
house, to which he appears to have removed.

The ruin of this house is still standing [1892], though it is on
the verge of falling to the ground and is uninhabitable. It
stands in close proximity to the well-known Higley copper-mine ;
a mine that has associated the family name with a good degree of
distinction during the last one hundred and sixty-four years. It
seems quite clear that Dr. Samuel Higley was occupying this
new dwelling at the time of his decease. That he was its
builder is plainly to be seen. The massive iron door-latches and
hinges hammered out by hand, the nails with which the building
is constructed, every one of which were patiently wrought out
on the blacksmith’s forge, and the wrought-iron crane in the
huge chimney fireplace all give unmistakable signs that they
were the handicraft of its old-time builder and owner. It is a
fair colonial relic of the houses of its day. Itis entered by the
traditional south door, a flowing spring is ciose by, and the old
well, with the remains of the old-time well-sweep, is still here,
and from the brim of

; ¢ The old oaken, iron-bound, moss-covered bucket,”
the ancient miner used to drink no doubt many a refreshing quaff.

1 Book v. ** Simsbury Record,” p. 335. The original boundaries are described upon Record.
2 Book i. *Simsbury Records,” p. 128.
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THE HIGLEY COPPER-MINE,

The location of the Higley copper-mine at the time when it
was owned by Dr. Samuel Higley, and during the fifty succeed-
ing years, was in the township of Simsbury, Conn. A subdivision
of the township in 1786 included the mine in that part called
Granby till the year 1858, when a subsequent subdivision was
made which places it at the present date in East Granby.

It was property held quite separate from the famous New-
gate prison and copper-mines, from which it was separated a
distance of one and a half mile to the south.

Whether this mine had been worked before Dr. Higley became
the owner of the lands cannot be ascertained. It was success-
fully worked about forty-seven years during that century, from
the time that Dr. Higley operated it. Large heaps of ore and
bits of copper can now be found on the spot; probably the
remains of operations which were begun and abandoned after a
brief period about 1831.

There are two shafts which go down through trap rocks,
with which this and the adjacent mountainous hills abound, and
one of these, though choked with the débris and rubbish which
have been collecting for the last sixty years, is still twenty feet
deep.

The mine contains valuable deposits of mineral,® ‘“some
masses,” it is said, ‘‘producing as much as thirty to forty per
cent. of copper. The average product was from ten to twelve
per cent. Professor Silliman of Yale University, who made the
latest survey of these mines on Copper-Hill [about 1870], says :
‘the ore is of the most valuable description.’” ”

There is a traditional story afloat, which was told to the writer
by an elderly gentleman living in the vicinity, who used to hear
his aged father and the old men of the neighborhood say that
in some spots the deposit of copper in the mine was so rich and
of such fineness that Higley was in the habit of entering his mine
with a pick, obtaining a lump of almost pure metal, and making
a coin, with which he would, in his liking for convivial enjoyment,
make himself doubly welcome over the social mug at the nearest
tavern.

In the early history of the mining interests the ore was sent
to England and smelted there, no furnaces being permitted in

1 % History of Newgate of Connecticut.”
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the colonies. To ship the ore to England they were forced to
transport it in wagons over the steep, mountainous hills, and
rough roads newly made through the wilds of the forests, to a
shipping point on the Connecticut River, where it became the cargo
of sailing vessels, which were many weeks in crossing the ocean.

The energy and courage of Dr. Samuel RHigley did not fail be-
cause of the difficulties in the way. He owned and continued
to operate the mine until his death. The property has always
been known and described in the deeds until about 1870, as ““ ke
Higley-mine,” and *“ mining-lands.”

THE HIGLEY COPPER.

Meanwhile the remarkable genius and inventive faculties of our
physician-blacksmith were in practical play upon another enter-
prise, which stamps his name in the very early history of the
numismatic annals of our country. He had no ‘“‘learned black-
smith ”” preceding him, whose life might have been an incentive
to learning and genius; his new enterprise was due solely to his
natural originality and excellent ability. ¢“Elihu Burrett and
Robert Collyer,” said Beecher, ‘“of whom blacksmiths love to
speak, had not yet been born nor lived to hammer out their learn-
ing at night by the forge.” Like Franklin, whose scientific ideas
were always practical, Dr. Samuel Higley applied his ¢‘ wit and
wisdom ” to practical account. He suggested a way to meet a
deficient circulation of currency by turning pure copper into a
money metal, and was the designer and manufacturer, so far as is
known, of the first copper coinage of the country.®

Just whenhe began the manufacture of the ¢ Higley Coppers ”*

14 At one period the restrictions of the English Government were disregarded, and a mill for
crushing the ore which the different mines on Copper-hill yielded and for smelting it were clandes-
tinely worked some miles away. Remains of these old furnaces were to be seen for nearly a
century afterwards. Necessity, however, forced the abandonment of the effort.” —Flelps’
History.

The Higley-mine was worked in 1831 under the superintendency of Richard Bacon. * Owing
to difficulties,” says Phelps, “ in the process of smelting and refining the ore, and the pecuniary
embarrassment of the times, the works were discontinued.” For the last half century copper can
be procured at cheaper rates from Lake Superior and other points.

2 During the proprietary government of North Carolina a medal was in existence which may
have had a moneyed value asa coin. *‘In the year 1694 a copper piece was struck, it is said by
Rotiers, a celebrated medalist of that day, for circulation in Carolina. It bears the figure of an
elephant on one side, and on the other the inscription, * God preserve Carolina and the Lords
Proprictors, 1694.”” It is noticed in English publications and in Frank Leslic's Family
Magazine.

8 To designate this coin as the Granby Copper is entirely erroneous ; the name *' Granby ”* not
then being known in that section of Simsbury. The town Granby was not established till 1786,
fifty years after the Higley coppers were manufactured,

\
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which were made from the ore in his own mine, is impossible to
ascertain, It was undoubtedly between the year 1729 and the
first half of the year 1737. The oldest specimens preserved,
which bear date, were coined in 1737. There were five different
issues of three similar devices, three of which bear no date and
were probably made prior to that year. They are described in
the ¢¢ Visitor’s Guide and History of the U. S. Mint,”* at Phila-
delphia, as follows:

¢ Their Obverses are similar:—A deer standing: below him a
hand, a star, and III; around him is the legend inclosed in two
circles—Value me as you please.

““The Reverse of one variety has three hammers crowned, and
the legend—7 am Good Copper, a hand, some dots fancifully
arranged, and 1737.

¢ The third variety has a broad-axe and the legend—7 cut my
way through. A very few also bear date 1739.”

This limited coinage was precisely like the coin that Dr, Samuel
Higley produced in 1737.

Phelps, in his ¢‘ History of Simsbury,” states that ¢‘the coin is
said to have passed for two and sixpence [42 cents], in paper cur-
rency it is presumed.”

It is more than probable that Dr. Higley’s brother, John
Higley, together with the Rev. Timothy Woodbridge and William
Cradock,? made the issue of 1739, after his death.

“The trade of blacksmith,” says Dickeson, ¢ ever since Vulcan
was engaged in forging thunderbolts, has given the world some
very remarkable men, and it affords great pleasure at this time to
be able to contribute toward immortalizing one of the craft, who
not only devised, but manufactured a currency. Dr. Higley the
author of these coppers has certainly left evidence of having been
an artist as well as a financier; for the creatures of his genius and

1 P. 65, published by A. M. Smith, 188s.

2 Cradock was probably a son or near relative of William Cradock of County Durham, England,
who issued a farthing token bearing date 1666. On the face of his coin is a device, shield of arms,
and inscription, ** William Cradock ”’ & reverse, * 1666 W, C. E.” Robert Cradock of New Fish
Street, London, issued a farthing token in the seventeenth century. 3

The writer is inclined to the conclusion that there was an ancestral connection between an
Edward Highley of Baldock, Hertfordshire, England,and Captain John Higley who came to
America, the spelling of the name having become perverted. As the Higleys of England have not
been traced beyond Jonathan of Frimley, Surrey, the question remains unsettled. Edward

Highley issued a little *“ token ™ in the seventeenth century: Obverse side in center, ** E. S. H.”
Reverse, * In Boldeck 1653.”
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skill were, for the times, well executed, and they also became a
currency.” !

During Dr. Samuel Higley’s day ‘‘no public laws had been
made by Connecticut to authorize coinage of money, or to specify
its value. Specie was very scarce in the country, and the coinage,
at this embryo mint was regarded with great favor by residents
in the vicinity. The foreign trade of the country, which was
chiefly confined to England, was principally controlled by her;
the balance of trade was continually against us, which prevented
the importation of specie. The war in France in 1745 turned the
tide somewhat in our favor, and considerable quantities of the
Higley Copper were circulated in England in payment of war
expenses.” ?

Though the coinage of the Higley copper does not appear to
have been authorized by the colony, it passed as a medium of
exchange into a considerable circulation, and we are led to infer
that it was finally recognized by the colonial authorities, since
they certainly took no action toward its suppression, though
¢¢ the coinage was without sanction of law.”

Without question this financial venture proved an undertaking
profitable to our ancient coiner, and useful to the community,
since soon after his death there were leading and noted citizens
of the colony who made effort to continue a copper coinage, and
to whom, in all probability, the monetary problem was suggested
by the success of the Higley copper.

In October, 1739, the last year in which a limited issue of the
Higley coin was manufactured, John Read, an eminent lawyer of
Hartford, and brother-in-law of Governor Joseph Talcott, made
application to the General Assembly for aid to secure the right
of coinage from the Royal Government; and also addressed a
personal letter to the Governor on coinage and currency, in which
he urges what he judges to be of great importance to Connecti-
cut, namely: ““to procure the King’s patent for the coinage of
copper money from the metal produced from the native ores of
the State.” ?

He offers to proceed with the manufacture of the same at his
own personal expense and ‘“such as I shall join with me, if any

! ¢ American Numismatical Manual,” by M. W. Dickeson, M. D., p. 8o.

2 Phelps’ ** History of Newgate of Connecticut,”” p. 21.

3 This petition, dating October 15, 1739, and the original letter written by Read referring
thereto, is preserved in the Connecticut Archives at Hartford. Through the kindness of C.
J. Hoadly, State Librarian, the writer has examined the documents.
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body do join with me,” and to bear the entire losses as well as to
receive the entire profits accruing from the enterprise.

Crosby says, ‘“ There is no doubt but John Higley® was con-
nected with Read in this attempt to secure the right of coinage,
and was one of those to whom Read referred as ¢ Suc/ as I shall
associate with me.’ " ?

In Mr. Read’s effort to induce the General Assembly to con-
sider his petition, he intimates that Timothy Woodbridge of
Simsbury, the early and close friend of Dr. Samuel Higley, as
well as ‘“Cradock,” was associated in some way in the inter-
ests of the proposed undertaking.

It is, nevertheless, evident that Governor Talcott and the
Assembly deemed it unwise to apply to the Crown for a patent,
expecting that no favors would be granted.

Specimens of the Higley copper coin have become very rare.
There are some to be found in the United States Mint at Phila-
delphia, from which the engraving presented was photographed;
and in the collection of the Connecticut Historical Society at
Hartford, -together with a few in private cabinets in the country.
Among the owners of one of these valuable relics is Albert
C. Bates, Esq., of East Granby, Conn., one of Captain John
Higley’s descendants.

For more than threescore years Dr. Samuel Higley’s only
grandson, Jonathan Higley, 3d, preserved with strictest care
specimens which finally descended to his great-grandson Thomp-
son Higley, Sr., of Windsor, O., who held them among his
choice treasures to a period later than the year 1860. Two of
these coins were associated with singular but sacred memories as
having been placed upon the eyes of Dr. Samuel’s great-grand-
daughter, Rachel Higley of Granby, after her death, for the pur-
pose of keeping them closed. It was a custom in those times to
use coins thus.

Crosby states in his ¢ Early Coins of America’? that ‘‘these
coppers, owing to the fine quality of the metal of which they were
composed, were much in favor as an alloy for gold, and it is prob-
ably due in part to this cause that they are now so extremely
rare. We are informed by an old goldsmith, aged about seventy-
five years, that, during his apprenticeship, his master excused

1 Dr. Samuel Higley’s eldest brother.
2% The Early Coins of America,” by Sylvester S. Crosby.
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himself for not having finished a string of gold beads at the time
appointed, as he was unable to find a Higley copper with which to
alloy the gold; thus indicating that they were not easily obtained
seventy years ago.

““We have heard it related of Higley that, being a frequent visit-
ant to the tavern, where at that time liquors were a common and
unprohibited article of traffic, he was accustomed to pay his
‘scot’ in his own coin, and the coffers of the dram-seller soon
became overburdened with this kind of cash, of the type which
proclaims its own value to be equal to what was then the price of
a ‘potation’—three pence.

““When complaint was made to Higley, upon his nextapplication
for entertainment, which was after a somewhat longer absence
than was usual with him, he presented coppers bearing the words,
‘Value me as you please,” ‘I am good copper.’

““Whether the change of base facilitated the financial designs
of the ancient coiner, or not, we have never been informed:
Sure we are, however, that should he be aware of the immense
appreciation in the value of his coppers since that day, it would
amply reward him for the insulting conduct of the innkeeper.

““We cannot vouch for the truth of this ‘legend,’ but webelieve
those first issued bore the words, ¢ The value of three-pence,’’
and, whatever the cause, subsequent issues more modestly re-
quested the public to value them according to their own ideas of
propriety, although they did not refrain from afterwards pro-
claiming their own merit.”

Of the rare specimens now extant few are found perfect, having
been stamped upon unalloyed copper. They are valued at
present (1894) by numismatists at forty-five to seventy-five dol-
lars each.

During the years 1859-60 a spicy lawsuit took place between
two citizens of Suffield, Conn., Chauncy Eno Viets, and George
Williston, concerning one of these coins, the suit being entered
“for the recovery of a Higley copper.”

In tearing down an old house in the village a Higley copper
was discovered, which came into the possession of George Willis-
ton, as he claimed, by purchase from Mr. Viets. Viets, however,
claimed that it was only a neighborly loan to Williston, that he

1 The writer does not agree with Mr. Crosby—we find no evidence that the copper was ever
marked with a moneyed value.
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might enjoy the pleasure of showing the rare specimen to some
friends.

In course of time Mr. Viets sought legal action to get posses-
sion of his treasure. The case came before Esquire Thomas
Cushman, justice of the peace. ¢“Squire” Cushman decided that
Williston should retain the copper, paying Mr. Viets the value at
which the coins were then held—fifty dollars—and costs of court.
The money was forthcoming, and Wiliiston gloried in the triumph
of an ownership of the valuable memento of the past.

The energies of Dr. Samuel Higley’s life to its close were in
the pursuit of his special calling,—that of the practice of med-
icine,—in which it is shown by the record that he continued,
together with his interests in connection with his copper-mine,
and the manufacture of the Higley copper.

The circumstances of his death are not made clear in the dim
mist of the long past except through tradition, which, however,
is fully sustained by a few lines penned in rhyme by his grandson
Jonathan Higley, 3d. His son Jonathan at the time of his
father’s - decease was sixteen years of age. His grandson
Jonathan, 3d, would, therefore, have ample opportunity to gather
correct and reliable knowledge of his grandfather’s death.

Through this source, and through different channels in the
family, this tradition comes—that Dr. Higley sailed for England
in a ship laden with his own copper ore, which was lost at sea,—
that he reached a ‘‘silent haven” not expected when he bade
adieu to these shores,—the voyage ending where it was not
expected to end—

¢* Through the evening gate
That shuts the golden west.”

The sad event took place about May, 1737. There is a pathetic
interest in the remarkable coincidence that his only son also
met his death by drowning at precisely the same age that his
father met his—fifty years.

Dr. Samuel Higley’s will, which was executed on the 3oth of
January, 1734, names his ‘‘loving wife Abigail Higley” the
executrix of his estate. The record of the Court' concerning
it is as follows:

 June 7th 1737—The Last Wit & TrSTAMENT OF SaMurL HiGLEY late of Symsbury
Decd. was now_Exhibited in Court by Abigail Higley Widow & Rellict of Sd. Decd. (Executrix
Named in Sd. Will) who accepted the Trust thereof in Court, Sd. Will being proved is by this

1* Hartford County Probate Records,” vol. xiii.
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Court approved Likewise the Sd. Execntrix Exhibited an Inventory of the Estate of the Sd. Decd
upon oath in Manner accostomed which Inventory & will is accepted in Court & ordered to be
Recorded and kept upon file.

** 1 Samuel Higley of Symsbury in the County of Hartford & State of Connecticut in New Eng-
land being of perfect health mind & memory yet knowing it is appointed for all men once to Die,
1 do thercfore make & ordain this my last Will and T'estament Recommending my Soul at Death to
God that Gave it, and my Body to a Decent buriall hoping to See a Glorious Resurrection by Gods
power and the Worldly Goods & Estate which I am blest with in this Life, I thus Do give Bequeath
and Dispose of it, after my just Debts & Dues are paid <

“*Imprimis I give & Bequeath to my Loving Wife Abigail Higley all my moveable Estate to her
Dispose forever (Excepting my Books my Chymical Tools & whitefaced heifer which 1 Shall give
to my Chiidren) I also give her the Improvement of all my lands and mines if she Continueth my
Widow nntil my Son Jonathan Comes to the age of Twenty-one, and to have the Improvement of
one half until my Daughter Ann Comes to the age of Sixteen and from that time to have the Im-

rovement of one Third of three quarters, and that quarter that Abigail may Challange, until

aid Abigail comes to the age of Sixteen, from thence to have the Improvement of the one third
part of my whole Estate %)uring her Natural Life, but in Case she marrieth, I also give her
full power So long as She remaineth my Widow to Sell any of my Lands or rights or Titles To
lands Excepting my marsh and Ten acres adjoining to support herself & family of my Children
and to pay Debts—Item I give unto my Son Jonathan Higley half my Books, and all my
Chymicall Tools, I also give him the one half of my marsh and the one half of the Ten Acres
adjoining on the Westward Side, with the one half of all the mines thereon Contained, to
him & his heirs & assigns forever—And provided he will pay to his two Sisters Ann
Higley & Abigail Higley two hundred & fifty pounds to Each; That Is To Say fifty
pound’s money to Eacﬁ of them When they or either of them arrive to the age of Sixteen & one
hundred pounds to each, at the age of Eighteen, and one hundred ponnds money to Each at the
age of T'wenty one, that then the whole Shall be his or if he fulfill this order To one then her part of
Said premises Shall be his own—But in Case he doth not pay them at the time above-said,
that then my Said Daughters, Ann Higley & Abigail Higley may Enter in at the age of Sixteen-—
yet Notwithstanding if the Said Jonathan Will at the age of Twenty one years of my Daughters pay
the whole Sum of Two hundred & fifty pounds with Lawfnll Interest besides theire Improvements
that then the primises Shall be his. “I'also give my Sd. Son Jonathan Higley one half part of
all my other Lands Rights titles and Interest that I now have or may have to him his heirs &
assigns for ever—[tem% give and Bequeath to my Daughter Ann Higley the one quarter part
of my marsh & Ten acres of upland adjoining, and one Quarter of all the mines therein Contained
Excepting her Brother pay her two hundred & fifty pounds in Money at the Times Above Men-
tioned Viz fifty pounds at or when She Comes to the age of Sixteen Years,and one hundred pounds
money when She is of the age of Eighteen and one hundred poundsin money when she is of the
age of twenty one years, or the whole two hundred & fifty ponnds being paid by Sd. Jonathan with
Lawfull Interest. when & So Soon as the Sd. Ann Comes to the age of Twenty one, she having
free Liberty to Enter & Improve at 16 years of age, until he Doth pay but in Case he Doth not
pay at the Time or times & manner above Sd. then the Sd. Ann Shall have & hold Said fourth part
to her & her heirs for Ever, but when ever she Inclineth to sell, to Give her Sd. Brother the
Refusall thereof, I also Give her one fourth part of my Books, & one fourth part of my other
Lands Rights & Interests and also a cow or heifer—being brown with a white face-—Item I also
give & bequeath to my Daughter Abigail Higley in Like manner as to her Sister Ann, Two hundred
and fifty pounds in money to be paid by her brother {onathan in the Like manner as above said
Viz fifty pounds money when She is Sixteen years alike, one hnndred pounds money at or when
She is )}‘Eighteen years of age, and one hundred pounds when She is twenty one years of age and
on neglect of payment as above or with Lawfull Interest at the last time mentioned, then She Shall
& may Enter into the Marsh & ten acres of upland & mines therein and use & Improve the fourth
part thereof and after she hath arrived nnto the years of Twenty one, and the payment Last men-
tioned not made then she Shall hold the Said premises to her & her heirs for Ever; but if She Sell
to Give her Brother the Refusall—I also give her the fourth part of all my other Lands Rights &
Titles, with the fourth part of my Books and a Chest of Drawers worth five pounds—And I do
hereby make ordain Constitute and appoint my loving Wife Abigail Higley to be my Executrix to
this my last Will & Testament fully gmpowenng her to Sell any of my lands Except the marsh &
Ten acres of upland adjoining, for to pay Debts or Support herself and my Children so long as she
Doth Continue my Widow, but not ager—ln Witness where of I have hereunto Set my hand and
fixed my seal this Thirtieth Day of January one Thousand Seven hundred & thirty three four,
signed sealed published pronounced & Declared by Said Samuel Higley to be his last will and
Testament,

*‘In presence of us

¢ SAMUEL GRISWOLD o~ —
*“Er1zaBETH GrRIswoLD, her mark X ¢ SamueL HiGLey ” 'g SEAL. :»
‘ Er1zaBRTH GRISWOLD, junr, ——

* Jan. zoth 1733/4.”

An Inventory of the Estate of Doctor Samuel Higley Deceased Taken by us Subscribers being
under oath-as follows £

One Gun Sword & powder horn, . d g . : 3 5 4 e aio -0
Spoon mould, 155 ;. Smoothing Iron, 3s ; Gauge, 2s; fine plain Irons, 6s; Ginter Stock

& Tron, 3, g v g 5 p a o . 3 5 1 G
handsaw, ss; Gimblets, 8d ; ads, 10s ; 3 Chisels, 4s; 2 Creasing Irons, 1s. . 5 b4 o 8
Cart-band, 2-6; betle rings, 1s; a pair of nipers, 15d: 1 Trowel, 10s; Chimney

Chain, 35, a o s o 5 3 : o o 5 oW 17 1%/9
a pair Tongs, 4s; frying pan, 3s; Sythe & Tackling, 105 ; old pot, 6s; broken -

POt 38501 . 5 5 3 0 0 - 5 3 o 3 r o
quart cups, 4s ; bulg quart pot, 6s ; pint bason, 8d ; quart bason, 35 ; old puter 1s-3d, o 15 9
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puter platter, 7s; brass kittle, 12s; Earthern pot, 2s-6d ; Earthern platter, 2s

hour glass, 1 . . . . . T s . . . T 4 o©
3 Small bottles, 18d ; Cups, 25; Stone Jug, 18d; 2 white viols, 2s; 12 vials, 45; 2

chairs, ss, & X A 3 . £ & A A g o 16 o
8 Square Glasses & Case 1lb, 105 ; Testament, 25 ; psalm book & psalter, 35 ; three
glass Stils 11b ; 1 bible 1lb, 10s o o ' ~ . o . sy 6
quart glass, 10; Boneridg Book 3s; Eaten Book, 2s: prayer book, 1s; 2 small
o 8 o

book, 1s, g o . 5 . - 3 c 5 3
wise book, 2s; prayer book, 1s; Great Dictionary, 3-0-6d ; Sermon book, 18d;
Pharmocopia batema, 17s-6d ; family Dictionary, 1os; Waldon’s Book, 1s;
Polegraffy book, gs; 1 Letter Book, ros; morphews Book, 3s; Anonmies Book,
i;s 3 %acuties Boo?(, 6s ; Book of principles, 2s, >, 3 3 A 3 6 2 6
English Dictionary, 8s; Billery precepts, 3s; Concordance, 1lb ; accidents, 3s;
Peter Loo Book, ss; Great Lain Book, 10s; two Sermon book, 1s; 2 German

Book, 18d ; 8 Small books, 16s, o 5 5 c 3 5 . 3 T
Great wheel 4s; Little, 2s; meat barrel, 4s; one barrel, 35; 3 bowls, 45-6d; 1
small bowl, 1s, . o . . . 5 . 3 ¢ S oWNi6I NG
6 Trenchers, 1s ; wooden mortar, 3s ; wooden Bottle, 2s ; 1 bell, 75 ; Gallon bottle,
3s: paile, 153 bellows, 61b; Quadren, 2s; Scales and weights, 15s, C 2 7 14 o
2 Rasars, 2s; two ounces borax, 13s; Chest box & key, 10s ; one box, ss; Little
0X, 1S, . 5 5 o 0 5 0 3 b : Ol i L )
Portemantle, 10s; great beadstead, 6s; blankets, 1lb, 8s ; three other blankets, 2Ib
155, - “ - - 5 c d - 4 g : I o
feather bed boalster & pillows, 4lb ; small bed, 1lb: three sheets, 11b 135 ; Mat, 105} i
Corned Cestuk, 185); old Iron, 4s; Small Saw, 18d ; Saw frame, 2s-6d ; bit of
Steel, 6d ; compass, 7s ; piece of brass, 1s, 3 b 5 5 5 ST O e O
meal sieve, 25 ; two Cows, 13lb; 1 Calf, one Sow, a horse, 41b; one Swine, 1lb 557 4
Swine, 21b ss 3 3 Spoons, 25 ; 4 knives & forks, 25 ; Saddle & furniture, 2lb; . ¢ 14 o
house and Ten acres upland & 30 acres marsh all o 5 o o . 105 o o
14 acres Land Turkey Eills, 42 1b; 20 acres Land at the old house, 30 Ib, 3 o Y720 ¥ olfio)
a piece of land on the mountain by mitchels land, 3 % 3 5 ¥ 15,0 o
40 acres pine plain, 20lb ; 10 acres Swamp land, 135 Ib, 4 3 o B3se ol o

Dated at Symsbury June 4th 1737 « Jarus Case
i

**SamueL GRriswoLD,
 Josuua Horcoms.”

Dr. Samuel Higley's widow, Abigail Higley, proceeded to
settle his estate, in connection with which frequent transactions
are upon record after the date when her son came of age.

On the gth of April, 1743, conveyance was made to Captain
Joseph Higley of thirty-nine acres of land which Samuel had re-
ceived at the distribution of his father, Captain John Higley’s,
estate. This land is described as lying ‘“to the westward of
Brewster Higley 2d’s dwelling-house, upon a brook called
Simon’s,”

The final distribution of the estate was entered as follows*:

““‘June 22, 1745 : The Distribution of the Estate of Dr. Samuel
Higley, late of Simsbury, decd. was brought into Court and ap-
proved.”

Abigail Higley outlived her husband nine years. Her death is
thus announced :

‘“ Abigail Higley, widow of Samuel Higley, Departed this life, August 5, 1746.”

The children of Samuel and Abigail Higley all survived their

parents, and lived in Simsbury.
1'“Hartford County Probate Records,” book xiv. p. 6o.
(o]
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Jonathan, the eldest and only son, married Mary Thompson, a
daughter of the Rev. Edward Thompson, who was the minister
of old Simsbury parish.

Annie, the second child, married, but the name of her husband
is not known.

Abigail, Jr., the youngest child, while yet in her teens married
Samuel Smith of Simsbury. Her name becoming merged into
the great ‘“Smith family” of this country, all trace of her de-
scendants is lost. Samuel and Abigail Higley Smith sold to Cap-
tain Joseph Higley, October 24, 1752, lands ‘‘ received from our
honored father, Samuel Higley."”

Tke descendants of Dr, Samuel Higley continued, chapter lx.



CHAPTER XXII.

THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY,—MINDWELL HIGLEY TISDALE FITCH.

4 Oh, Time
Works miracles. In one short hour many thousands
Of grains of sand run out.
—SCHILLER.

'MiNDWELL, the ninth child of Captain Johnand Hannah Drake
Higley, first drew her breath in the home of her father—the
““Wolcott mansion,” at Simsbury. The exact year of her birth is
doubtful, the record having been lost. It was, however, about
1689. She was given the name of her aunt Mindwell Drake, who
was born the day after the wedding of her sister—Mindwell’s
mother—to Captain John Higley.

She married, September 2, 1714, Jonathan Hutchinson, the week
following her father’s decease and burial. His father was of a
numerous and prominent family of Lebanon, Conn., the members
of which were among the original founders of the town. Mind-
well’s married life was cut short by the early death of her hus-
band three years after their union, September 10, 1717. They
had two daughters : Hannak, born May 23, 1715, who died at the
age of ten years, May 26, 1725 ; and a dabe—born September 13,
1717, three days after Mr. Hutchinson’s decease—who bore her
own name. The infant lived but one month.

1t was during the widowhood of Mindwell Higley Hutchinson
that the final settlement of her father’s estate took place. Re-
ceipts and papers in reference to her share are still extant, bear-
ing her signature. She remained a widow until the 2d of
February, 1727, when she married James Tisdale of Lebanon,
who, it is supposed, was a widower. There are no children of
this marriage recorded. In three brief months she buried her
second husband, whose death took place May 2, 1727.
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The quaint inscription upon his tombstone in the old Lebanon
cemetery reads thus :

Bere lpes the Body of
Mt Fames Tisdale of Lebanon
The busband of Mrs Adindwell
Tisdale, e dped May 3 1727
aged 48 years.
here lpes our faitbtul Loveing Friend
# Dusband & a Fatber Rind
Wbo batb ve3ind bimself to God
Znd left bis wife & babes bebind.

On the17th of September, 1729, she became the wife of Captain
Nathaniel Fitch, a gentleman of prominent position, and the fifth
of the seven sons of the eminent Rev. James Fitch, the first
minister of Norwich, Conn., by his second wife, Priscilla Mason,
daughter of Major John Mason. The Fitches were leaders in
founding the commonwealth, and were a highly influential family.

Captain Nathaniel Fitch received a commission as captain of
the military in 1719, and was deputy to the General Assembly
for Lebanon, May, 1720. He was commissioned captain of the
¢‘South Company,” May, 1726. Captain Fitch was born 1680,
and was a widower, with several children, at the time of his mar-
riage to Mindwell Higley. Their home was on a farm near the
town of Lebanon.

They had three children, viz. :

Jabez, born October 4, 1730, and died November 14, 1736.

Lzekiel, born March 11, 1732;

ZIsaac, born May 20, 1734. :

The date of Mindwell’s decease has not been found.

Her husband, Captain Fitch, died May 4, 1759, at the age of
seventy-nine years. He was interred in the Lebanon cemetery,
near the grave of his father, the Rev. James Fitch. A tombstone
marks his resting place.

Mindwell Higley Tisdale Fitch's descendants have not been traced for these pages.



CHAPTER XXIIIL

THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY,~~SARAH HIGLEY LOOMIS.

There was only one thing dearer to the New Englander than his township—his home.—E.
G. Scotr.

THE tenth child of Captain John Higley, a daughter Sarah,
was born at Simsbury during the time when the family fortune
was at its height, and her father had attained much celebrity in
public life. Her mother was his second wife Sarah Strong, the
granddaughter of the Rev. John Wareham. Sarah was the first
child by her father’s second marriage.

The date of her birth may be fixed almost to a certainty in 1697,
although the precise time is unknown.

On the 24th of December, 1723, she married Jonathan Loomis
of Windsor, Conn., to which town her mother returned with her
family in a few years after the father’s death. Jonathan Loomis
was born February 1, 1694. His father, Jonathan Loomis, Sr.,
was a grandson of Joseph Loomis, who settled in Windsor in
1639, coming to America from Braintree, Essex, England, in the
ship Susan and Ellen, 1638. He was the ancestor of most of the
numerous family bearing the name in this country.

Jonathan and Sarah Higley Loomis resided at Windsor. They
had seven children, viz.:

Sarak, born July 23, 1724, and died December 11, 1733.

Jonathan, born November 14, 1725, who died when near five
years of age.

George, born November 22, 1727.

Keziak, born June 18, 1729.

Margaret, born March 15, 1730.

Wait, born August 14, 1732.

Jonathan, born June 16, 1734.

Their son George, a promising young man, was graduated from
Yale College in 1750; but death claimed him the following year,
1751, leaving his parents bereft of sons, and, as far as is known,
with but two living children, both daughters. Keziak, the elder
of the two, married her cousin Joseph Loomis of Windsor, and
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became the mother of six children. One of her sons, Jonathan,
was a Revolutionary soldier.

Margaret, the second daughter, married John Warner, Decem-
ber 25, 1754."

It is supposed that the two youngest children, Waif and
Jonathan, died in childhood.

Previous to her marriage Sarah Higley purchased of her
brothers, John, Brewster, and Samuel, and her sister-in-law Ann
Higley, the wife of her late brother Jonathan, lands in Windsor,
‘“‘lying at a place called Clay Bridge,” which wasa part of the estate
that they received by inheritance from their mother, Hannah
Drake; the consideration being ¢‘the sum of /30 in money.”
The deed was given August 31, 1722.

And later on, about the time of her marriage, she, with her
sisters Katherine, Mindwell, and Abigail, sold to John Higley, Jr.,
her eldest brother, her share in the lands at Simsbury inherited
from her father’s estate.

Jonathan Loomis and ‘‘Sary ” repeatedly had their income in-
creased by “bills of credit” from the personal estate of Captain
Higley, which were charged by the executors to their account,
and moneys were paid to them in different amounts from time to
time, for which their receipts are shown.

It would appear that each of Captain Higley’s daughters
received special articles, as mementoes of the old home, set apart
from the household goods. ¢‘Sary” received an ‘‘iron kittoll,”
which may have been made from the bog ore found a few miles
away in Turkey-Hills, and ¢‘two porringers and saucers,” one of
them being ¢‘pewtar.” The most valuable table-ware in the New
England homes of that day was of this metal, and was imported.

The inventory of her mother’s estate—Mrs. Sarah Higley's—
was presented in Court jointly by ‘“Jonathan and Sarah Loomis,
December 1739.”

The dates of their deaths are unknown, and their graves cannot
be discovered ;

*‘ For the grassy hillocks are leveled again,
And the keenest eye might search in vain
’Mong briars and ferns, and paths of sheep,
For the spot where the loving couple sleep.”

The reader is referved to the ** Loomis Genealogies " for descendants.

14 Loomis Genealogies.”



CHAPTER XXIV.

THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY.—NATHANIEL HIGLEY.

Faith in God, faith in man, faith in work ; this is the short formula in which we may sum upthe
teaching of the founders of New England ; a creed ample enough for this life and the next.—
James RusseLL LoweLL.

THE life of Nathaniel Higley is a quiet one for the chronicler.
He was the eleventh child in the large family of Captain John
Higley, whose second wife, Sarah Strong, was his mother. He
was a well-to-do farmer, possessed of considerable ability and a
comfortable property. '

Nathaniel's birth took place at Simsbury close on to the
departure of the century, November 12, 1699. He was a boy of
fifteenr at the time of his father’s death. On the eighth of the
following February (1715) he went into the Probate Court and
made choice of his uncle Samuel Strong to be his guardian.
At the age of twenty-one his marriage was placed upon record as
follows :

¢ Nathaniel ‘Higley of Simsbury and Abigail filler of Windsor were maried the
twenty-ninth day of march, 1720.”

The young pair were second cousins, both of them being the
great-grandchildren of Elder John Strong of Northampton, Mass.
Nathaniel’s grandfather on the maternal side was Return Strong,
and Abigail’s maternal grandmother was Experience Strong,® his
sister.

Nathaniel and Abigail Higley settled upon lands which Nathaniel
owned in the northern part of Simsbury, now North Granby,

1 Lieutenant Walter Fyler (sometimes spelled *“ Filer””) the paternal great-grandfather of
Abigail Filer Higley, came to Windsor, Conn., with the Rev. John Wareham, 1636, from Dorchester,
Mass. His house was within the Palisadoes. He was Deputy to the General Assembly in 1647.
He died 1683. In his will he gave the use of his estate to his widow Jane during her natural life,
** Also one hundred pounds in cash to bestow upon another husband, or reserve it to herself to
bestow upon whom she may please.” His son Zerubbabel married Experience Strong, May 27,
1669, and lived for a time at Stone River (Sufficld), but afterward returned to Windsor. While
he was a resident of Suffield his son Samuel, the father of Abigail Filer Higley, was born, Samuel
was a farmer at Hebron, Conn., where he died September 13, 1710. His wife, Abigail, died 1709,
Their daughter, Abigail Filer Higley, the wife of Nathaniel Higley, was born February 6, 1703.

There are a number of the Higleys now living whose ancestry is traced in direct line to their
maternal ancestress Abigail Filer,
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where they lived long and useful lives, and where they brought
up a family.

He purchased in 1726 from his younger brother Josiah a
parcel of land adjoining his own ¢ house lot,” which lay to the
west of that owned by his brothers John and Brewster. His
home estate comprised ninety acres with ‘“ten acres on y°
plain ”’; and together with the other inhabitants of the settlement
he received, January 2, 1723, a share at the distribution of
common lands made by the town. He is named among the
heirs who received from the executors an inheritance from
Captain Higley’s estate, together with small household articles
‘“set out to him,” among which was ‘‘a pair of stilyards.”

Nathaniel Higley was by profession a surveyor. The office of
town surveyor was one of considerable importance, the principal
duties being ¢ the measuring of land and getting out of town lots
to men.” In town affairs he was intrusted with prominent ap-
pointments, and appears among the solid men of his generation,
of well-balanced mind, displaying sound judgment. His name
is found upon various committees of the Northwest Ecclesiastical
Society; and the indications are that he was more actively asso-
ciated- with religious matters than were the elder children of
Captain Higley. For the year 1742 his church rates, ¢ for de-
fraying the charges of the society,” amounted to £4 16s. 4d.
His children of whom we have trace were nearly all religious
professors.

During the years of his greatest church activities the practice
of the admission of members to the church on the ¢ Half-way
Covenant,” so-called, was customary, which was frequently fol-
lowed after lapse of time ‘‘ by y® owning of y® covenant.” These
half-way covenanters ‘‘ were not permitted to come to the table
of holy communion.”

It was in June, 1753, that the following action was taken by the
church of which Nathaniel by this time appears to have been one
of the chief props :

*‘ Voted that Dr. Watts version of the Psalms shall be sung in our public assem-
blies once a day upon y® Sabboth.”

This was an advanced step toward liberality in church affairs.
Heretofore the singing, for the period of a century, had
been from a quaint “little metrical volume,” known as ‘¢ The
New England version of the Psalms,” or the ¢ Bay Psalm-Book,”
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the first edition of which was printed about 1640. A later version
appeared in 1650, ’

““The necessity of the heavenly Ordinance of singing Scripture
Psalms in the churches of God,” was fully recognized.

The singing was accomplished by ¢“lining " these psalms, which
was alternately reading one or two lines by the minister, then
the congregation singing them, followed by two more lines, etc.
Few possessed hymn-books. Someone stood appointed to ¢ set
the tunes,” which were invariably long-drawn and heavy. The
psalm sung was usually very long, and the people stood while
singing, as well as during prayer.?

Among other town officers appointed each year was an ¢ In-
spector of Leather.” To this service Nathaniel Higley was
repeatedly elected; he served as grand juror, was appointed
appraiser, surveyor of highways, fence viewer, rate collector,
and often served as tything-man. Of the latter office, which
long ago ceased in the churches of New England, a few words
here will be of interest.

The tything-man was a town officer, who was annually elected
and officially sworn into office to enforce the observance of the
Sabbath. He required to be filled with zeal and vigilance, and
was a man who inspired a degree of fear and awe, He was to
see to it that ‘‘no person should be recreating or unnecessarily
walking or loitering on the Lord’s day.” His duties required
him to look after the absentees from church service, and to col-
lect the fine of ten shillings imposed upon those who, ¢ being
able-bodied and not otherwise necessarily prevented, should for
the space of one month ” fail to appear in the Sunday congrega-
tion.? ,

But his most conspicuous duty lay in preserving the sanctity
of divine service. Provided with a long pole, and a whip-stock
and lash in hand, he stationed himself every Sunday in the rear
of the audience near the door, and with vigilant eye and dignified

14 At family prayers it was the costom to rise to their feet and stand instead of kneeling.” The
reason given for taking this posture was, * their exceeding fear of any costom that might be con-
strued as tainting of Popery.”

3¢ As the President—[George Washington], on his return to New York from his late tour
through Connecticut, baving missed his way on Saturday, was obliged to ride a few miles on
Sunday morning in order to gain the town at which he had previously proposed to have attended
divine service. Before he arrived, however, he was met by a Tything-man, who commanding him
to stop, demanded the occasion of his riding ; and it was not until the President had informed him
of every circumstance, and promised to go no further than the town intended, that the Tything-

man would permit him to proceed on his journey.,” —From an old newspaper of the times:
 Olden Time Series.”’
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gravity he performed his calling with no partisan favor. The
giddy youth who happened to whisper to his chum, or who un-
fortunately was unable to repress his overflowing spirits, com-
mitting the grave,sin of a smothered snicker, was approached
from behind and sharply rapped upon the head with the pole,
which was aimed with great precision and directness.

Mrs. Stowe pictures this official as ‘‘a man who on week days,
though he might be a rather jolly, secular individual, on Sunday
was a man whose eyes were supposed to be as a flame of fire to
search out boys that played in meeting, and bring them to awful
retribution.” !

In an old law book which once belonged to Nathaniel’s
nephew, Governor Jonathan Trumbull, Sr., was found in manu-
script at the end of the volume, ‘‘ Reports of Brother Jonathan's
adjudications of small cases which he tried as Justice of the
peace.” Among these was one where His Majesty’s tything-man
entered a complaint against Jona and Susan Smith for a ‘¢ prof-
anation of the Sabbath”; namely, ‘‘that on the — day of — dur-
ing Divine Service on the Lord’s Day, #key did smile.” The cul-
prits were adjudged to be guilty of the offence, and severally
fined ‘‘five shillings and cost.”*

Eight children are found upon record as having been born to
Nathaniel and Abigail Filer Higley; yet it is probable there were
others. They were as follows: Abigail, born November 1, 1723,
married Josiah Holcombe, November 8, 1742. A/ary, born 1724,
and died at the age of one hundred and four years. She never
married. Zheopolis, born March 29, 1726; married Rhoda
Solomon, born January 8, 1728; married Lydia Holcombe. Dudley,

born 1730; married Eunice ——. Samuel, born about 1734; not
known whether he married. Danie/, the exact date of whose
birth is not known, married Ruth ——; and Mindwell, born

about 1738, who married, March 3, 1768, Seth Higley, the son of
her first cousin Brewster Higley, 2d.*

Their children all settled in the vicinity of their home (the
part of Simsbury now known as North Granby), and, except
Solomon, here remained until after their father’s decease, and till
about the close of the war of the Revolution, when most of those
who were then living emigrated to Vermont.

1%0ld Town Folks,” by Harriet Beecher Stowe, p. 43.

2 * Olden Time Series,” Henry M. Brooks.

31t is confidently supposed that Noah and Nehemiah Higley were also sons of Nathaniel. See
chapter Ixvi.
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Nathaniel Higley died of cancer in September, 1773.

His son Daniel Higley was named as executor of his estate.

His will,’ which was signed on the 13th of February, 1773,
devises that after his just debts are paid his wife Abigail shall
have one third part of all his lands, plowing, mowing, woods,
and pasturing, with all the household goods, during her natural
life. To his daughter Mary and son Daniel he gives alk of his
¢““lean and freehold estate,” to be divided equally between them.
To his son Solomon he gives five pounds of lawful money, and to
his daughters, Abigail the wife of Josiah Holcombe, and Mind-

“well the wife of Seth Higley, the sum of three pounds each. To
the heirs of Dudley Higley, his son, he gave the sum of ten shil-
lings, to be paid eighteen months after death. One of his sons
—Samuel—to whom moneys were paid at the distribution of the
estate, is not named in his will. The inventory of his personal
estate, taken September 23, 1773, contains articles of clothing;
among which werea ‘“‘Great Coat,” valued at 7s., a * Strait Bodied
coat,” 18s., ‘“ A Green Jaccoat,” 4s., ‘2 pair of Linen Breeches,
1s. 6d:” It comprises also numerous household effects, sheep,
cattle, and other belongings of a well-managed farm, amounting
in all to £198 17s. od.? It cannot be clearly understood why he
gave the most of his property to his son Daniel and daughter
Mary, almost disinheriting his surviving children and other heirs.
His burial place is not known.

Although Nathaniel Higley’s name is not found associated with
any conspicuous measure in the colony, when he passed away
from life’s day of ceaseless industry, which he had devoted to use-
ful purposes, the event marked the close of a well-rounded career.
He had walked in a straight road, rendering acceptable service to
the community in which' he lived. He was respected by all who
knew how to respect integrity, trustworthiness, and a sound
character. Such an existence does not fail to excite a glow of
admiration. ¢‘He fought the good fight, he kept the faith.”

Tke descendants of Nathaniel Higley willbe found in chapter Ixvi.

1 “Simsbury Probate Records,” p. 141.
3 Book i. p. 110, ** Simsbury Records."”



CHAPTER XXV.

’
THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY.—JOSIAH AND JOSHUA HIGLEY,

‘We honor and we love them—our ancestry of old,
Whose virtues rare the brighter wear, like the face of virgin gold.
—GeorGe CanNiNG HiLL.

THE twelfth interesting advent of babyhood in the household of
the Higleys at Simsbury was on a summer morning late in the
season, when twins were announced. They were thus recorded :

‘“Jostan HicLey, the son of Captain John Higley, was borne the eighth day of
September, and Baptized the fourteenth day of September, seventeen hundred and
one. Borne to him by his wife Sarah.”

““ Josnua HicLEy, the son of Captain John Higley, was borne the eighth day of
September, one Thousand seven hundred and one, which his wife Sarah, the
Daughter of Return Strong, bare to him,”

The last named child ‘‘dyed ” an infant of seven months,
April 2, 1702, and was interred in the churchyard at the settle-
ment at ‘“ Scotland ”—now Bloomfield, Conn, Josiah lived to the
meridian of life.

It has been declared that “men of great integrity who have no
thought of pushing into any ambitious sphere, but only of doing
with all their might the work which their hands find to do, are #%ze
salt of society, the strength of a nation, and it is not well that
such should be forgot.”

The sentiment is fitting to Josiah Higley, as far as we can dis-
cover the tenor and bearings of his life. The sphere in which he
was known extended little beyond the region of Windsor and
Simsbury. He appears to have held an honorable position, and
served upon important town committees, though there is no
indication that he was a leader in public affairs, The narrative of
his life is virtually that of a good citizen, a worthy son of a
worthy father.

The decease of Captain John Higley having taken place when
this son was but thirteen years of age, he was deprived of
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paternal care. At fourteen he was taken into court, where he
chose Thomas Moore of Windsor for his guardian.

On the day before New Year’s, December 31, 1724, when he was
twenty-three, he married Dinah Gillett, of a family of excellent
standing and among the first grantees of land in that part of Sims-
bury. The young couple settled in the parish of Turkey-Hills,
then a part of the town of Simsbury—now East Granby,
Conn.—where ‘¢ Josias ” owned lands. There were not at this
time sixty families living in that vicinity. Here their children,
and many of their grandchildren, were born and brought up.

In town appointments Josiah Higley repeatedly served the
local interests in a variety of matters, among which was the ¢ Sur-
veying of Highways.” :

An ecclesiastical parish was granted by the General Assembly
in October, 1736, which was organized and petitioned for ‘“ by the
inhabitants of Turkey-Hills, Salmon Brook, The Falls, and the
Higleys.” * For two years, however, the petitioners could not
agree upon a spot for the location of the meeting house. In
1738 a committee from the General Assembly was appointed to
take the matter in hand and ‘¢ Affix a place in the Society to set
the meeting house upon.” TUpon the parish records Josiah
Higley’s name is frequently found in relation to the performance
of various duties in this connection, which shows him to have
been one of the founders of this parish.?

In 1745 he was made a member of an important committee set
apart to manage and lay out the common and undivided lands
which had been granted by the town some years previous, and to
attend, in behalf of the inhabitants, to the leasing of lands on
Copper-Hill.

Josiah, among other sons and some of the sons-in-law of Cap-
tain John Higley who were commissioned officers, was possessed
of a military spirit and was familiar with military tactics, holding
the rank of sergeant in the Connecticut militia.

Sergeant Josiah Higley and Dinah Gillett were the parents of
six children who are found upon record—viz.: Josiak, 2d, born
“Nov. y° 6, 1725 ”; Rebecca, born May 22, 1727; Susannak, born
May 6, 1730; Dinak, born January 1, 1731; Nathan, born August
1, 1736; and Zlijjak, born about 1738.

These became the ancestors of many descendants who are now

1Supposed to refer to the residents of Higley-Town,
2 This parish is now known as the North Society.
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living and who are much respected citizens in different parts of
this country.

His death occurred within a few months of entering his
fiftieth year.. His wife survived him, but it is not known how
many years. She was yet living in the year 1754.

In his will he bequeathed to her—¢ my wife Dinah—the use of
one third of my lands, during her life.” After setting apart,
according to the old English custom, a special portion for his
eldest son, ‘‘all of the remainder of the estate, both personal and
movable,” was divided in equal shares between his six children.
He appointed his ‘“beloved wife Dinah” and his son Josiah,
Jr., his executors.

The inventory of the estate indicates that he was living in
moderate surroundings at the time of his decease. When his
death took place he resided upon a plot of ten acres of land
located about two miles south of Turkey-Hills Centre, which is
described as ‘“lying north of the highway that goes from Hatchet-
hill to Windsor, together with six acres lying on the west side of
the mountain.”

He was interred in the ancient burial ground at Turkey-Hills,
(now East Granby). The inscription upon his tombstone, which
is still standing, is as follows :

Sergeant
Josiab ‘bigley died
may 31 1751
aged 50.

For descendants of Josiah Higley see chapter lxix.



CHAPTER XXVI.

THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY.—ABIGAIL HIGLEY THORP.

The wold an' young do slowly come,
An’ teike in stillness each his pleice.
—From ** TREASURY OF SACRED SONG.”

Bur a short sketch of Abigail, the fourteenth child of the large
family of Captain John Higley, can be given; there being yet dis-
covered but the briefest record of her life. Her story must there-
fore remain in the unwritten annals of the family.

She was born at Simsbury, Conn., November 4, 1703. When
she was twelve years of age, her mother Sarah (Strong) Higley
was appointed her guardian.

The influences which surrounded her were the same as those of
the other children of the household, and of other women of that
day. The sameness of their unobtrusive, quiet, and limited
spheres, as they pass in procession before us, furnishes little mate-
rial for the biographer; they were, however, among the mothers
and grandmothers of the ‘“‘thought, conscience, and moral influ-
ence” which went out of the simple, rural, colonial homes of
New England, and which gave life and being to the future nation.
They were solicitous and careful to lay the elements of true
character in their children, and taught deep-rooted principles,
instilling into their minds areverence for truth and honor. Their
lives, though inconspicuous, told upon the dep#z of the character
of their sons and their sons’ sons.

Abigail Higley was married previous to her twentieth year to
Peter Thorp, and lived at Lebanon, Conn., in the parish known
as Goshen. Her husband appears to have been many years her
senior, and to have been a widower with children scarcely younger
in years than his wife. On the organization of the Goshen Con-
gregational Church by thirty-two persons, in 1729, his name
appears as one of the number. Abigail Thorp was admitted to
its membership in 1730. Peter Thorp died September 1, 1734.

In his will he provided for his wife Abigail and their children;
viz., James, Ruth. Sarah, Peter, Aaron, Abigail, and Hannah.
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It is quite probable that some of these children were by his first
marriage.

Abigail, Jr., married Joseph Gay; and Hannah, whose death
occurred before her {ather’s, married John Foster.

Abigail Higley Thorp is mentioned in the settlement of her
father’s estate. Her autograph is preserved among the receipts
in the executor’s accounts given January 10, 1724, at which date
it appears that she had gone from Lebanon to Simsbury to trans-
act business for herself and her two sisters, Mindwell and
Susannah, who also resided there. This autograph is the only
relic of her which has fallen into the hands of the present genera-
tion. At the final distribution of her mother’s estate, money was
ordered to be paid to Abigail’s heirs, ¢ their Mother’s part.”

Her death took place at Goshen, July, 1742, in the fortieth year
of her age.

The descendants of Abigail Higley Thorp have not been traced.
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THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY.—SUSANNAH HIGLEY BLACKMAN.

“ There is not a human life that is now potent for good, which is not shaped and swayed in
large measure by the influence of lives which have passed from earth.".

SusaNnNaH HIGLEY's life, like that of her next older sister, has
lain for nearly two centuries under almost total eclipse. Few
records of her are extant. Even the stage and scenes of her
married life are somewhat obscure.

Her birth took place in 1705, at Simsbury, and she was the
fifteenth child of her father, Captain John Higley.

On the 2d of January, 1724, she married Elisha Blackman of
Lebanon, Conn., to which town she removed, and here they
reared a family.

The daily duties of these old-time women consisted in machine--
like service of the household, and might be summarized as the
bearing of children, nursing and guiding their large families,
attending to the plain cookery, hetchilling the flax and tow, card-
ing the wool from the fleeces of their own sheep, and spinning
and dyeing with their own hands the cloth which they fashioned
into garments for the family. The indispensable spinning wheel
was a household article which is named in almost every inventory
of the times. '

The wife and mother was cook, housekeeper, and nurse. She
attended to everything herself, and was unaccustomed to frittering
away her time, or running after petty vanities. She cooked in
iron pots, which were hung from the crane in the huge fireplace,
and her baking was done in the ¢ big oven " built either adjoining
the fireplace, or a little way from the house out of doors. The
hot ashes and burning coals formed a bed for roasting potatoes
and green corn, and the Indian corn and rye were made into
meal for Johnny cake and the rye loaf.

An endless variety of duties of necessity were laid upon the
matrons of these households in way of drying fruits and vege-
tables, which were hung from the ceiling, for it was before the
days of canned goods; gathering and drying herbs for domestic

1
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remedies in case of illness and emergencies; extracting lye from
the wood-ashes and making all the soap; preparing the hominy
for the table by a slow process, and manufacturing the starch.
They made sausages, tried lard, made butter and cheese.

The children were early put to work. All were trained to lives
of industry. The older ones soon came to the help of the mother
and lightened her burdens. The boys built fires, did chores, *
worked in the ¢“truck patch,” and were made to busy themselves
in useful occupations. The few methods they had for getting fun
consisted in going swimming, trapping small game, ‘“coon ” hunt-
ing, fishing, gathering nuts from the forests, and out-of-doors
sports. The daughters took their turn at the spinning wheel],
the loom, the churn, and the wash-tub, and in all the domestic
labor of the household. There were no servant-girls employed.
There were no toys for the young children, no juvenile books,
and no Christmas pastimes were observed.! It was before the
days of Sunday-schools.

The open fire, with its blazing back-log, and the candlewood,
chiefly furnished the evening light. This candlewood was split
from the pitch pine that grew on the hills. The timepieces were
the sundial in the dooryard, and the ‘‘noon mark” in the window.
They had no clocks. ‘¢Early candlelight” noted the time for
neighborhood gatherings, which were frequent and hearty. The
hospitality of the homes was cordial and freely offered ; the latch-
string on the door was out to the passer-by.

The mother was the inspiration of her home, making it the
abode of peace, filling it with the home-spirit which makes the
hearthstone the center of sweet recollections in after-life, and she
was beloved and remembered for her own sake. Her aspiration
was not to gain prominence for kersel/f, but her ambitions were
fixed upon her husband, whom she reverenced.

Progress, as related to woman’s development, had moved
slowly for the last half century, if, indeed, it had moved at all.
They lived under the English conception of woman’s position,
and her relations to her husband and her home.

The inferior education given to daughters, as compared with
the sons, is in this day of advantages for the superior education
of women, and the higher cultivation of her faculties, a surprise,
and unhappily reflects great discredit upon our forefathers.

1 The Puritan Parliament ordered, December 24, 1652, * That no observation shall be had of
the five-and-twentieth day of December, commonly called Christmas day ; nor any solemnity used
or exercised in churches upon that day in respect thereof.”
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It was not customary in those days even to give the women a .
special individuality by recognition of their own given names.
They were known in the neighborhood, and recorded on the
church-rolls, as ‘¢ Deacon Smith’s wife,” the ‘Widder Brown,”
““Goodwife Jones”; and at death the widow was carefully placed
upon record as ‘‘ The Relique” of Mr. So-and-So—or, in plain
literal terms, the remains, or all that was left of ¢ Zerubbabel
Grace.”

““Woman’s sphere,” and the ¢‘advancement of women,” were
questions not yet discussed, nor had these subjects even dawned
upon the minds of these faithful and unchronicled daughters of
toil.  But, withal, they were heroic and thoughtful, and there
was much of intellectual acuteness and strength in their characters.
They visited from neighbor to neighbor during the week, discuss-
ing the Sunday sermon and high theological points, forming their
own opinions and speaking their own minds, with an intelligence
that would eclipse many a dame of these latter days.

While they were not assertive women, and valued and leaned
upon the protection of man, they had a certain independence in
the transaction of business matters which seems to singularly
ill accord with the constant signs of the meek spirit of subjection
that they maintained in other usages of their lives. This is
specially manifested in the numerous land transactions in which
a great many women engaged, and which is one of the notable
features of the records concerning the Higley women of the first
generation.

Susannah Higley received, at the final division of her father’s
estate, her share of the lands. The ancient and historical account
books show her to have received in different small payments an
additional ten pounds in money, the last of which appears to have
been conveyed to her by her sister Abigail, who gave a receipt
for the same. Her souvenirs from the old homestead were “‘a
pewter tankard and a glass bottol.”

Four children, three sons and one daughter, are upon record
as having been born to Elisha Blackman and Susannah Higley.
Joseph, the eldest, whose birth took place November 26, 1724,
married in 1758. He was the father of three children, viz.:

Mary, born February 19, 1759‘; Susannak, born January 3, 1761 ; and Lurany,
born June 21, 1763.

Eliska, the second son, was born September 19, 1727, and
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married Lucy Smith, a widow, March 22, 1753. They had chil-
dren as follows :

Lucy, born September 7, 1755 ; Levina, born September 7, 1757 ; Elisha, born
April 4, 1760 ; Jchabod, born March 24, 1762 ; Eleazar, born May 31, 1765.

Jonathan, the third son of Elisha and Susannah Higley Black-
man, born May 12, 1729, married Sarah Comstock November 7,
1751,

One daughter, Susannak, was the issue of this marriage. She was born July 25,
1752.

Susannah, their fourth and last child, was named for her
mother, and was born August 12, 1733. We find no allusion to
her afterwards.

Susannah Higley Blackman was yet living March, 1748, when
the final settlement of her mother’s estate (Mrs. Sarah Strong
Higley) took place. It is not known when her days ended.

The descendants of Susannah Higley Blackman have not been further traced.
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THE FIRST AMERICAN FAMILY.—ENSIGN ISAAC HIGLEY.

Slow from the plow the woods withdrew,
Slowly each year the corn-lands grew ;
Nor fire, nor frost, nor foe could kill
The Saxon energy of will,

And never in the hamlet’s bound

‘Was lack of sturdy manhood found ;

And never failed the kindred good

Of brave and helpful womanhood.
—WHITTIER.

THE child that was born to Captain John Higley and his wife,
Sarah, on the zoth of July, 1707, was baptized on the 14th of
the September following, and given the name Isaac. He was
the sixteenth and youngest child of the numerous household.

Isaac Higley began life in the midst of great emotions in the
community. Just preceding his birth it became known that the
lurking Indians were planning an attack upon the settlement, and
the Council of War at Hartford had ordered that fortifications
should be provided by the inhabitants, ¢ with all possible speed—
a sufficient number of well fortified houses for the saftie of them-
selves and families.” There was for a time something like a
reign of terror. Itis an old saying that ‘¢ Desperite game need
an able gamester,” so his father, Captain John Higley, was
brought into vigilant action in these measures for defense, and
was standing equipped with his military forces ready for the
“ wager of battle.”

From the capacious memories of the older members of the
family, Isaac, no doubt, had his head filled, in the subsequent
years of his childhood and youth, with household stories of Indian
encounters and scenes of tragedy which occurred about the time
that he was born. *

His father dying when he was but seven years of age, the
responsibility of his training fell chiefly upon the mother. The
court appointed Thomas Moore of Windsor his guardian.

The boy grew to manhood amid the charming scenes and

1 See story of the capture of Daniel Hayes, page 70.
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beautiful range of Connecticut hills and rivers of Simsbury and
Windsor., As long as he lived he bore the respect of the com-
munities in which he resided, and was held in an especially affec-
tionate regard by those brothers who were the sons of another
mother. While yet in his teens his widowed mother removed to
Windsor, and Isaac appears to have removed with her. Like
several members of his family he devoted himself to agricultural
pursuits, and bore worthy repute as a husbandman,

The wild and uncultivated country, after the Indians had ceased
their hostilities (about 1724), began in his day to show signs of
advance and improvement, and fruitful fields were now to be
seen. A bridge was built across the Farmington River in 1734,
the inhabitants having for more than a century depended upon
ferries of the simplest construction, which were licensed and
regularly established at different points; two-wheeled vehicles
began to appear: and carpets were sometimes seen upon the
floors. The people lived plainly, and, compared with these days,
their comforts were few. Wolves and wild animals were still so
numerous that they had great difficulty in protecting their sheep.
Deer, wild turkeys, and rattlesnakes abounded in the thick sur-
rounding forests.

PlAnting apple orchards was an enterprise which was entered
into by most of the landowners, and plenty of cider was kept on
hand, and using it to excess was a common indulgence. Their
tables were supplied by products from their tilled fields; the sheep
and swine which they raised furnishing their meats, together with
the wild game, which was everywhere plentiful. TUntil the
streams were damaged by mill-dams the beautiful rivers and
brooks abounded in shad and salmon, and the fisherman’s interests
were a means of employment and profit.

In the social status of the community, the range of human
level was still divided into families which held class-eminency and
those of the humbler landowners. The recognition of an ‘‘ upper
class” held almost as strong a grip upon the communities as it
had fifty years before.

Among the younger set there was much jollification and demoral-
izing merry-making, which would in these times be scarcely admis-
sible in polite society; and which, in many cases, led into great
familiarity between the sexes, with perplexing consequences.
Whitefield, when preaching in the different towns through this
section of the country, found occasion to speak forcibly against
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¢ Mixed dancing, and the frolicking of males and females
together,” which practice, he afterward declared, “was very
common.”’

Saturday evening was in those good old times spent, as has
been the custom in so many New England homes for more than
two centuries to this day, in preparation for the Sabbath.? Every-
thing like levity was solemnly hushed. All work of the house-
hold and ordinary occupations were stopped, as far as practicable,
until Monday morning.

The minister continued to occupy a very dignified position.
Although these spiritual heroes, with their worthy church officials,
still frowned upon the doings of any individual who deviated from
serious thought and grave, funeral-like demeanor on the Sabbath’
day, and subjected the members of their flocks to the strictest
letter of the laws which had been framed by the first Puritan
emigrants, yet it is a simple historical fact that they failed in
imbuing their followers with the practice of the spirit of peace,
and that ‘‘charity which sufereth long and is Aind” was often
wanting in the different settlements. Bitter controversies and
neighborhood broils kindled into high flame over points at issue
which were constantly arising, and in which a grievous lack of the
oil. of brotherly kindness and the Christian law of love and
forbearance was manifested. The lion and the lamb utterly
refused to lie down together; antagonistic spirits holding stub-
bornly to their individual preferences.” If the Higleys, whose
names, including that of Isaac, by the middle of the last century
are found in much activity upon the church records, joined to
a great extent in these broils and were at swords’ points on puri-
tanical or other issues, time and their graves have concealed it—
well it is that the silence is perfect.

From Isaac, the youngest son in the first American Higley
family, a clew is obtained, and the only one, except a strongly
marked heredity which runs throughout all the lines of descend-

1 ¢ Under the Colonial government it was for some time made a question of wken the Sabbath
should be considered as commencing ; but in 1645 it became the custom to regard the evening of
the last day of the week as the beginning of the Sabbath. Several clergyman, however, con-
sidered Saturday afternoon as the commencement of holy time."’—*‘ Olden Time Series," H. M-
Brooks.

2 ' But they were glorious men—men whose arms were iron and whose nerves were steel
They were men who fought and struggled not for glory, nor for ambition, but for conscience and
for principle. They did not always bow courteously before they used their sword, they did not
say ‘by your leave®’ before they ran their bayonet through the heart. They were brave and £rue
men, and the world is immeasurably better and nobler for their having livedin it.”’—ZLyman A ébott.
D. D.
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ants, of the stature of the early Higleys. Between Isaac and
his brother Nathaniel, and descendants who are now living, there
is a link with the long past, binding the present generation to
their day. . Naomi Higley, the granddaughter of Brewster
Higley, 1st, who married her cousin Brewster Higley, 4th, lived
to the year 1850, residing with her grandchildren in Meigs Co.,
Ohio. They often heard her talk of these two grand-uncles of
hers. She retained a clear recollection of them, having been
a girl of fourteen when Nathaniel died in 1773. Isaac was a fre-
quent visitor at her father’s house—Captain Joseph Higley’s. He
was of princely physique, finely proportioned and commanding
in appearance, walked erect, and was active. He stood six feet
and five inches in height, and his hands and feet were of notice-
able size and proportions. Naomi Higley described him as ‘“so
tall that he was forced to stoop to enter her father’s door.”
The low-ceiled houses seemed to cage him. She related that
one day, when at her father’s house, he arose to leave the room.
““Where are you going, Uncle Isaac?” his nephew inquired.
¢Oh, just out of doors to stretch myself —that’s all,” was his
reply. He is said to have been somewhat eccentric and original
in expression, and was always found to be fully conversant upon
all topics of his times. He was very fond of children.

Isaac Higley’s wife, who was Sarah Porter of Windsor, whom
he married February 13, 1735, bore him two daughters, the only
children he ever had—Sara%, born November 23, 1735, who
never married, and Swsannak, born December 8, 1742. The
minister, Rev. Nathaniel Roberts, entered this record:

‘“Jan. y® 3, 1741/2, [ baptized a child for Isaac Higley and her name is Susannah.”

There is no allusion anywhere made to this child afterward.

‘Early in 1732 Isaac Higley began trading and securing lands
in Torrington, Conn. The first settlers of this town were almost
altogether from Windsor. His name is mentioned in this con-
nection with other citizens of Windsor as early as September 10,
1733. In January of that year he purchased an additional lot
of land from Jonathan Barber, and again in August, 1738, from
Aaron Barber. In 1739 purchases of more land were made from
his brother-in-law Jonathan Trumbull of Lebanon, who appears
to have been the owner of lands at Torrington.

It was about this date (1739) that he removed with his family
to Torrington, being among the first settlers of the town, and
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where he became a man of considerable note. There were but
nine families within the limits of the town at its beginning. He
was at once associated with those who took early measures to
establish church privileges, memorializing the General Assembly
in October of the same year, asking to be ‘‘organized into an
Ecclesiastical Society, and that taxes might be imposed for the
support of the gospel ministry.”” A church was founded of which,
in 1741, the Rev. Nathaniel Roberts was ordained the first minis-
ter. In October, 1747, Isaac Higley served on a committee of
three appointed by the General Assembly to build a meeting
house. They erected the first church building in the town,
which was ordered to be ‘‘a frame structure of the dimensions
of thirty foot square and eighteen foot between joints.” The
meeting houses of Colonial times were not warmed; there were
no stoves in those days. ‘It was considered that a comfortable
degree of heat while at public worship did not contribute to the
profitable hearing of the gospel. The first stove known to have
been introduced into a house of worship was in Massachusetts
in 1773,” thirty years later than this period, and ¢ was considered
an indication of extravagance and degeneracy.”’

In 1745 a small school was opened in the midst of the forest at
Torrington. These early schools on the outskirts were generally
kept by school-dames. There was, by this time, a growing
degeneracy in the standard of the schools in the colony, many
betraying an unwillingness to support them; yet some effort was
still made to store the minds of the young with useful knowledge.
The old-time New England schoolmaster governed his pupils
““by the persuasive eloquence of the rod!” He was a practical
advocate of corporal punishment. ¢“School opened,” states a
writer of those times, ‘‘ when the birch rod was laid across the
master’s desk.” A sharp thrashing scene fvas no uncommon
event in the daily school exercises. It has been stated that
“shingles and old slippers had much to do with the proud
civilization of the past.” During the year 1748 a division was
made between the east and the west side of the town—Torrington
and Torringford. Isaac Higley appears on the west side in Tor-
rington, where his estate lay ‘“on the hill adjoining Joseph
Allyn’s place.” The population had now increased, by 1756, to
two hundred and fifty.

His wife, Sarah Porter, died on the 1gth of July, 1753, and on the
24th of February, 1757, he married Sarah Loomis.

1** Old Time Series,” by H. M. Brooks.
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Isaac was the third son of Captain John Higley who bore the
honor of being commissioned by the General Assembly ensign
of the military company of the town to which he belonged. The
Act was passed October, 1757.

1t is a matter worthy of especial notice that his brother Brew-
ster Higley, 1st, who had sons the same age as Isaac, and was the
largest property holder in the family, selected him to settle his
estate. ¢‘I make,” says Brewster in the document, ‘“my loving
brother Isaac my soe executor,” etc.; evincing the worthy trust
which might be reposed in him, as well as the affectionate regard
in which he was held by Captain Higley’s older children. It is
not known just how long Isaac survived his brother.

The tradition from the venerable grandparents is that he met
his death by accidental drowning while crossing the river on the
ice in the winter of 177-, with a wagon loaded with wood ; the
wagon breaking through. In his effort to save his horses, he him-
self went under the ice. His body was never recovered. With
the early spring thaw the following season came a great freshet,
which swept it away in the flood.

The date of the decease of his second wife and that of his
unmarried daughter is not known. His widow held the farm
until the 3zoth of January, 1800, on which date she gave a deed
of conveyance to Oliver Allyn. This closed the family history.
There were no descendants,



CHAPTER XXIX.

DESCENDANTS OF KATHERINE HIGLEY NOBLE.

Continued from chapter xvii, p. 6.

David Noble, Katherine, Captain John Higley.

Consider the years of many generations.—DBUTERONOMY, Xxxxii. 7.

Or Katherine Higley Noble’s children, a son and daughter sur-
vived her, Zydia and David.

Lypia NoBLE, the eldest child of James Noble and Katherine
Higley, born December 7, 1704, married April 30, 1734, Stephen
Kelsey of Killingwarth, Conn. They took up their residence at
Westfield, Mass. He died December 11, 1753. She died April
18, 1768. They had seven children, viz.: Steplhen, Gershom,
Sames, Mindwell, Stephen (2d), Lydia, Stephen (3d).

Davip NoBLE, Sr., the third child of James and Katherine Hig-
ley Noble, was born March 3, 1709, and married Abigail Loomis,
daughter of Philip and Hannah Loomis of Simsbury.

He was a man of prominent usefulness. In the year 1732 he
removed with his family to Hebron, Conn. Here he had much
to do with founding the ecclesiastical society called Gilead, which
was organized in 1748, his name being frequently noted in its
first meeting, which was held in June of that year. It was then,

““Voted, that Mr. Thomas Post and Mr. David Noble shall tune the Psalms for us
on the dayes of divine worship.”

This appointment betrays David Noble's share in the heredi-
tary musical turn which runs through the Higley family from its
very early history to this day.

He was also appointed on a committee to obtain land ¢ to set
our meeting-house on.” He was subsequently chosen moderator
of the society’s meetings, and again in 1750 he served upona com-
mittee to ‘‘treat with a minister.”” He died at the age of fifty-
two, February 18, 1761. A monument stands to his memory in
the Gilead cemetery.

The wife of David Noble, Sr., Abigail Loomis, lived to the
ripe old age of ninety-two. They had twelve children.’

1 See names, dates, etc., of this family and its descendants, ** Noble Genealogies.”
159
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Davip NosLEg, Jr., their eldest son, was born at Westfield,
Mass., and removed to Hebron, Conn., with his parents. From
his early boyhood the light and presence of his grandmother,
Katherine Higley Noble, shone in his father’s household, of which
she was counted one. Without doubt she often enriched it with
bright stories drawn from her own recollections of her father’s,
Captain John Higley, achievements and military experiences in
the border days during the hostile warfare with the Indians.
The influence she cast upon young David’s after-conduct in life
could not have been inconsiderable. The patriotic zeal and self-
sacrifice which has proved a strong characteristic in many of
Captain John Higley’s descendants was nobly manifested in him.

David Noble, Jr., was one of the true heroes of the Revolu-
tion; his name and deeds are deserving of perpetual recognition
in the annals of our country. His career ranks next to that of
his cousin, Jonathan Trumbull, as among the most interesting in
the record of the Higley family. Itis to be regretted that the
limit of these pages forbids more than a modest memorial of his
devotion to the cause of liberty.

When the ¢‘first mutterings of the war of the Revolution”
began, he volunteered his services without wavering, leaving
at home a wife and a family of children.

The time of his enlistment and duration of his absence is not
recorded. He left home the second time, April 22, 1775, march-
ing with his comrades to Cambridge in the rank of captain, under
the watchword ‘“ LIBERTY orR DEATH.”

The exact time of his return to his home is not known, but he
appears to have participated in the battle of Bunker Hill, in
which he bore a part in the defense of Fort No. 3, a work of his
own regiment.

Neither the battles of Concord and Bunker Hill nor the priva-
tions and hardships of the service diminished Captain Noble’s
zeal. Realizing that recruiting was proceeding but slowly, that
there was need of disciplined men, and that the supply of arms
was scanty, by his earnest individual effort he raised a company
of volunteers in Berkshire County, Massachusetts, was commis-
sioned its captain, and marched as far as Springfield, drilling his
soldiers with thoroughness through the winter. ‘¢ For the supply
of his Company he purchased, witk %is own funds, one hundred and
thirty-six stands of Arms, new; clothed them with regimentals—
their breeches being made of buckskin, and their coats of blue,
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turned up with white. To meet these costs, Captain Noble sold
two farms in Stephenson, N. Y., and one or two farms at Pitts-
field, Mass. On being paid in gold for the land at Stephenson, he
went to Philadelphia and purchased the deer skins, or leather, and
at the same time hired a breeches-maker, and ‘the breeches’ says
his son, ¢were all manufactured at our house.’ ”

On the 31st of December, 1775, he marched his soldiers from
Pittsfield to Boston. While at Cambridge he sent for all the
goods that would answer for soldiers’ clothing, both linen and
woolens, that remained in his dry goods store at home. These
were promptly forwarded to him. ‘¢We had harvested at home
that summer,” writes his son, ¢‘ thirty acres of wheat, which was
made into flour and sent to my father at Cambridge, all except
what our family really needed.”

After the evacuation of Boston by the British in March, 1776,
Captain Noble and his company proceeded to Canada for the pur-
pose of joining Arnold. The defeat of the latter at Quebec com-
pelled him to join in a hasty retreat, retiring to Crown Point,
N. Y Owing to the scarcity of provisions and the almost insur-
mountable difficulties in obtaining them, the sufferings and pri-
vations were extreme.

While worn down by fatigue, and suffering from the effects of
unwholesome food, Captain Noble was attacked, while at Isle
Aux Noix, with the smallpox, which was then ravaging the
soldiers. He was removed to Crown Point, and there, in less than
two months, this self-sacrificing patriot, ¢‘ noble by nature as well
as by name,” passed to his reward. Captain Noble sacrificed his
entire property, as well as his life, to the cause of American
Independence.”

*“ Our joyful hosts to-day
Their grateful tribute pay—
Happy and free,
After our toils and fears,
After our blood and tears,
Strong with our hundred years—
Oh, Lord, to thee ! !

1 This stanza was added to the hymn * America,” and sung at the Centennial of Washington’s
inauguration in New York City.—ED.



CHAPTER XXX.

BREWSTER HIGLEY, 2D.
Continued from chapter xviii. p. 100.
Brewster Higley, 2d, Brewster, 1st, Captain John Higley.

By Professor Edwin Hall Higley
The strength of a country will be found in the personal character and individual conscience
that exist within its borders.—THomAs F. Bavarp.

BrewsTER HIGLEY, 2d, was the eldest son of Brewster Higley,
1st, and the grandson of Captain John Higley. He was born
December 12, 1709, in the old homestead at Simsbury, Conn.
When twenty-five years old he married Esther Holcombe, daughter
of John Holcombe, and his wife Anne (daughter of John Petti-
bone). The date of this marriage, as recorded in the Simsbury
Record Book, was March 13, 1734. His father bought for him
some land from his (Brewster, 1st’s,) half-brother Nathaniel, and
on this land the old colonial house here illustrated was built, where
he took his bride. In this house all his children were born, and
the family dwelt here until after the death of his father, Brewster,
1st, in 1760, Their children, whose births are entered in the
Simsbury Record Book, were as follows :

Brewster (3d), born March 3, 1734/5 ; Hannak, born March 11,
1736/7 ; Joel, born January 1, 1739 ; Zsther, born September 19,
1743; Seth, born October 29, 1746; Huwldak, born February 1,
1749, Enock, born August 25, 1754.

Owing to the distribution and division of property among the
increasing kindred, Brewster, 2d, seems to have begun life witha
more limited worldly estate than his father possessed. He was a
man of ardent temperament, great industry, and fidelity. He in-
herited much of his father’s skill in medical and surgical practice,
and was often called upon as an expert in extracting teeth and
setting fractured bones; and he gained so much reputation in such
matters that ‘“he was recognized by the best surgeons in Hart-
ford County to be a safe and prudent operator in such cases.”
Thus wrote his grandson, Erastus Higley.

An event of great importance in his personal life was his re-
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ligious conversion, which occurred in 1740, during the visit to this
country of the famous preacher and revivalist, George Whitefield.
Whitefield preached in New England during September and Octo-
ber, 1740. About the middle of October he came to Northhamp-
ton, where the great influence of Jonathan Edwards was still felt.
From thence he proceeded toward New York, preaching to great
throngs wherever he stopped. He preached at all the principal
towns on his route, including Windsor, Hartford, and New Haven,
Conn. At this time Brewster Higley heard him, and became
ardent and zealous in his religious faith and practice. According
to one account, ‘‘he accompanied Whitefield from Simsbury to
Boston.” Butas Whitefield came to Boston, via Rhode Island, by
ship from Charleston, S. C., and visited Connecticut on the way to
New York, as above stated, it is probable that Brewster Higley
either first heard him in Boston, and accompanied him from Boston
to Simsbury, or made the visit to Boston in connection with some
later religious gathering. The religious interest continued to be
felt very deeply throughout New England for several years after
Whitefield’s visit, and great revivals of religion prevailed, especially
in Connecticut, in the years 1740, 1741, and 1742. Among the
ministers who are mentioned as ¢‘ most zealous and laborious in
the cause, who took most pains and spent the most property in
the service,” were Rev. Jedediah Mills, brother-in-law to Elizabeth
Higley Mills. Mr. Whitefield arrived in Boston again in the
autumn of 1744, and again advanced through Connecticut to New
York, ‘“preaching twice a day, generally to thousands.” It may
have been then that Brewster Higley accompanied him. From
this time he was always active and prominent in religious
matters. He became a deacon in the church, an office which has
been held continuously by some one of his descendants down to
the fifth generation. The distinct devotion to the cause of
religion which he manifested at this time marks a new epoch in
the history of the family.

The records of the Simsbury religious society show his con-
nection with the work and welfare of the church throughout all his
remaining years. In 1753 and 1754 a disagreement arose between
a majority of the society and their pastor, Rev. Gideon Mills, who
had married Brewster Higley’s sister Elizabeth. The list of
names of those who voted against the continuance of Mr. Mills
as pastor contains that of ¢ Brewster Higley Jun.,” who thus
took sides against his sister’s husband. The precise grounds of
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his action in this matter are not known, but the incident may be
taken as evidence that he subordinated his personal feelings and
interests to his convictions of right and duty.

At the ordination of the Rev. Benajah Roots, June 27, 1757
(successor to Rev. Gideon Mills), among those nominated to
‘“keep houses of entertainment” was ¢‘Sergt. Brewster Higley
Junr.” In 1768, in a report upon the ‘“Seating of y° Meeting,”
when Mrs. Esther Higley, widow of Brewster, 1st, was assigned
to pew 1., the place of chief distinction, her son ¢ En*™ Brewster
Higley” was seated directly behind her. From 1760 to 1764
Ensign Brewster Higley was chosen one of the prudential com-
mittee of the society. He was moderator of the society’s
meeting in 1763. In 1777 he was one of a committee to ‘ treat
with Mr. Samuel Stebbins and invite him in the name and behalf
of said society to preach the gospel with us for the future as
a probationer, in order to settle with us in the Gospel Ministry.”
In 1778, at a meeting in November, Ensign Brewster Higley
with others (named) were appointed a committee to confer with
the minister, ¢ Mr. Samuel Stebbins, how to compute the present
currency of the country, or Continental Bills, with the agree-
ment made with him at the time of his settlement in the ministry
of this Society.”

Among the questions which greatly agitated the churches of
New England at this time was the condition of psalmody, or
church music. For more than a century after the coming of the
Mayflower, the only music known in public worship consisted of
the few psalm tunes brought over by the first settlers. These
tunes were sung by rote, that is, without musical notation, and
from memory. Consequently in the lapse of years great varia-
tions in the method of singing developed themselves in different
places, and often the singing had degenerated into a formless
droning which was distressing and intolerable to those of intelli-
gence and musical feeling. Efforts at reform were made by
some of the ministers and others who recognized the extent of
this evil. But, in combating the evil, the reformers were often
led to the other extreme, and introduced music of a flippant and
artificial character, which contrasted too strongly with the
solemn, though untuneful, strains of the older tradition. Thus
two parties were formed who became bitter antagonists, the one
sticking for rofe, the other for note, and the irrepressible conflict
between the new and the old, the conservative and the radical,
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raged in every town over this issue. Probably the solemn
religious earnestness of Brewster Higley moved him to take the
conservative side. Very likely the opposing -party was often
filled with a zeal without knowledge. The society Records
report the following interesting incident, showing Brewster
Higley’s position on this question: ‘“1773. April.—Voted to
sing on the Lord’s days in the afternoon according to the rules
taught in the Singing Schools in this and the neighboring
counties.” Soon after this a teacher of music was employed.
After practising some time he appeared with his scholars in -
church on a Sunday, and the minister having announced the
psalm, the choir, under the instructor’s lead, started with a
tune much more lively than the congregation were accustomed
to hear. Upon which one of the Deacons, Brewster Higley, took
his hat and left the house, exclaiming as he passed down the
aisle, ¢“ Popery! Popery!”

His interest was not entirely taken up, however, by church
matters. Shortly after 1760 (when his father died) he returned
to the old homestead of Captain John Higley, where he took care
of his widowed mother until her death, December 7, 1775. Here |
he lived for the rest of his life. He carried on a saw-mill, and
a cider-mill and distillery, which stood near the original site of
the barn on Captain John'’s farm. Judged by more recent stan-
dards, this latter industry seems inconsistent with the religious
convictions which he professed. But at that time the drinking
habits of the New England settlers were strongly developed, and
the religious propriety of the traffic in stimulating beverages
was unquestioned. ‘‘Drinking,” says Edward Eggleston, ‘‘was
universal. The birth of a child, the taking of a piece of land,
the induction of a new minister, an election of officers, the
assembling of a court, weddings, funerals, auctions, arrivals
and departures, and even religious meetings in private houses,
were occasions for drinking.” Deacon Brewster's liquor was
evidently popular in the community, and that it was largely con-
sumed among his own kin is shown by the entries in his old
account book. Under date of September zoth, ¥/ Stalssthie
following ¢‘true account Concerning Creditors bringing Cider
to the Still ”:
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These entries occur among the names of other neighbors, and
shéw not only the bibulous tastes, but the numerical growth of
the kindred. It was at this time that the section of Simsbury
where Brewster and others resided was regularly known as
Higley-town, and so recorded on the map.

On the 28th of June, 1774, Brewster’s wife, Esther, died, aged
fifty-nine years. She was married when nineteen years old, and
had been his wife for forty years.

In the following year, Brewster Higley married the widow
Mindwell Bull of Hartford, the date of the marriage being
January 5, 1775. She was the mother of Amos Bull, a noted
singing-master and composer of tunes. A minute marriage-
settlement, signed and sealed by Brewster Higley and Mindwell
Bull, is contained in the Simsbury Town Records. In it is the
agreement that in consideration of property to the value of five
pounds which the widow was to bring into Brewster’s family
“for the benefit of said family,” she should receive back the
the value of the same, in case she survived her husband, and that
¢“all the Dower she shall have right or claim to out of the s?
Brewster’s estate shall be the use of the lower North Room in
the house he now lives in and four ‘pound’ in money annually, so
long as the said Mindwell remains the widow of the aforesaid
Brewster and for no longer a term of time.”

Brewster Higley, 2d, like his father and his grandfather, was in
the military service of the State. An entry in the Connecticut
Colonial Records reads: ¢ March 1958 —This Assembly do
establish Mr. Brewster Higley to be Ensign of the First Com-
pany of the Train Band in the Town of Simsbury.” The designa-
tion ““Mr.” in this appointment is evidence that he was then
esteemed a person of social importance, which is further wit-
nessed by the address, ‘“Brewster Higley, Gentleman,” contained
in his commission during the Revolutionary period, signed by his
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cousin Governor Trumbull, September 25, 1777.' His son Brew-
ster, 3d, was also commissioned in the army, and served at Sara-
toga and elsewhere during a large part of the same year.

On December 21, 1761, he was chosen leather sealer of the
town, and was re-elected every year until 1772,

In 1777 ¢ Brewster Higley 2d” was chosen one of a ¢ Com-
mittee to take care of schooling and ‘sit’ up schools in the
several Districts for the year ensuing.” Brewster, 2d, often
expressed regret that he had not received a better education in
his youth. This regret was uttered in connection with his desire
to engage more fully in public religious effort. His handwriting
is less fine and clear than that of his son, but there is no reason
to suppose that he was especially lacking in culture for that time.
His expressed regret is rather a proof of his appreciation of
learning than an evidence of his lack of it.

Under the will of his mother, the Widow Esther Higley, ‘‘her
son Ensign Brewster Higley ” was appointed the executor of her
estate. 3

Brewster Higley, 2d, died March 21, 1794, aged eighty-four
years, three months, and nine days. His will was received and
accepted by the court, March 31, 1794. The will was written June
21, 1793, and disposed of prdperty inventoried at £946 14s. 2d.
In the list are the following articles, which show him to have
taken pains to attire himself as became a person of consequence:

Best great coat, valued at £1 14s. ; coats, black and brown ; vest and breeches,
black, brown, and gray; worsted stockings, blue and gray; best linen shirts ;
“three checked shirts ; wool shirts ; another linen shirt ; shoes and old boots ; black

1 Jonathan Trumbull, Esquire, Captain-General and Commander irn Chicf, of the State of
Connecticut in America *
To BrewsTer HiGLEY, 2ND, Gentleman.

Greeting : You, being by the Governor and Council of Safety accepted and appointed to be
Ensign of a Battalion ordered to be raised in this State, for the defence of this and the Neighbor-
ing States; reposing special Trust and Confidence in your Fidelity, Courage, and good Con-
duct, I Do, by Virtue of the Laws of this State, me thereunto enabling, appoint and impower you
the said Brewster Higley 2nd to be Ensign of a Ccmpany: You are therefore carefully and dili-
gently to discharge the Duty of a Ensign in leading, ordering, and exercising the said Company
in Arms, both inferior Officers and Soldiers, and to keep them in good Order, and see that they are
armed and equipped according to Law, for military .Service ; hereby commanding them to obey
you, as their Ensign, and yourself to observe and follow such Orders and Instructions as you shall
from Time to Time receive from me, or the Commander in Chief of this State, for the Time being,
or other your superior Officers, according to the Rules and Discipline of War, ordained and estab-
lished by the Laws of the State aforesaid, pursuant to the <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>